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Happy Mew Year! 

10% OF ALL GIFT CAROPURCHASES 


TO HELP FEED THE HUNGRY! 
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ALL POSITIVE PIE GIFT CARDS ARE REDEEMABLE AT ANY OF THE THREE LOCATIONS! 




SATURDAY, January 17th 2015 
In the Foeger Ballroom / Doors: 7pm / Show: 8pm 


JAY ^ PEAK Presents 

CLARE DUNN 


General Admission: $20 
VIP Admission*: $50 

•Includes early show entry, private bar and lounge with passed appetizers, 
and two complimentary drink tickets. 


Get all the details and purchase at: 
jaypeakresort.com/Music 



General Admission: $10 
Day of Show: $15 


For more information and to purchase: 
jaypeakresort.com/Music 


Presents 


Big Eyed pfilsli 

The Dave Matthews Tribute Band 


SATURDAY, January 10th 2015 
In the Foeger Ballroom / Doors: 7:30pm / Show: 8pm 






BURLINGTON • SHELBURNE • COLCHESTER • ST ALBANS 


Come see our expanded 
Athletics Department! 
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COm/ERSE 


new balance 
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j saucony^ 


family owned since 1978 


DanformShoesVT.com OO 





$40 DINNER FOR TWO 

SUNDAY - THURSDAY 
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SMOKED MEAT * LIBATIONS * BREWERY' 

“Besl beer town in New England" - Boston flobi 


PROHIBITION 
PIG BREWERY 


The new brewhouse is on Inch lo open 
alongside the bottle release of our Stout-Porter 
that’s been resting in Pappy Van Winkle barrels. 


You’re always invited lo stop into the 
restaurant for a Pro Pig brew. 


Drink It Up! 


IMS COLO . 

RISTORANTE m 

83 CHURCH ST, BURLINGTON 
PASCOLOVT.COM 


Open for tench Fridijr-Nooday | $4 Feroel draughts everyday E. 

23 South Main Street, Waterbury, Vermont • prohibitionpig.com 






Vermont living at its finest. 


RESIDENCE 

a/- 

Independent & Assisted Living, Reflections Memory Care 

For older adults seeking a vibrant lifestyle that only 
Vermont can offer, our community is the perfect place 
to call home. 

Every convenience afforded, every preference 
accommodated, every indulgence encouraged. 


Explore a senior living community tailored to YOU! 





185 Pine Haven Shores Road Shelburne, Vermont 05482 | residenceshelburnebay.com 

Please contact Cathy Stroutsos at 802-923-2513 or cstroutsos@residenceshelburnebay.com tit 
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facing 

facts 


2014 

1. "Winooski Bistro’s 

took down its "Yield for 

after a request from a 
Front Porch Forum post 
setting off a wave of 
anti-Muslim internet 
harassment 


2. "In Vermont, Even 
Righteous Anger Is 
Friendly" by Ethan de 



the Burlington YMCA 
posted a very polite 
note requesting it be 



Burlington on May 1" 

by Margot Harrison. The 
Canadian funnyman 

screening of his newest 
movie, Neighbors, for a 
University of Vermont 
fraternity. 

Legal Commentator 

byPaulHeintz.The 
much-loved professor 
and prominent 
Vermont legal analyst 



Things to Know About 


the Burlington-Based 

Kathryn Flagg, The 



Burlington. Wait is 
anybody still on Elio? 


Ta-Ta, 2014 

Y ou are what you click. Or are you? Like most media websites. Seven Days' 
buzzes loudest when we write about tragedy, controversy and new places to 
eat Quirky Vermont stories — on subjects from chocolate vaginas to unfin- 
ished castles — generate plenty of likes on Facebook. 

But there's a lot more to living in Vermont and 36,000 people pick up Seven Days 
each week to find out what Every issue of our print newspaper can educate and 
inform multiple readers for seven days — until the next one comes along. 

For those inky-fingered folks, we've compiled our own superlative story list for 2014. 
Want to revisit any one of these? You canfindthemonour website, sevendaysvtcom. 



GM OH. SHIT 

gutsy GMO-Iabeling 
bill but now has to 
defend it — against 

court. We may be 
Frankenfuoked. 

SLOW BERN 

Sen. Bemie Sanders 
spentalotof2014 
traveling to key 
presidential states. 
Also cracking smiles 
and talking about his 
grandkids. Decision 



the potential risks 
and benefits of 
legalization. Do 
hold your breath. 

O' 


MAJOR SURGERY? 



budget gap. Closing 
it might hurt a little. 




Want to learn more? 

Contact us at 
sensory .testcenterekeuri g. 
or 802.882.2703. 


KEURIG 

GREEN MOUNTAIN 


Have you got good taste? 

The Keurig Green Mountain, Inc. Sensory Test Center is looking for flavor 
enthusiasts to sample a variety of food and beverage products from Green 
Mountain Coffee® and other brands. 

Join us for ongoing sessions at our facility in Waterbury Center. For every 30-45 
minute session you attend, we'll give you an Amazon.com gift card — just 
for giving us your opinion! How sweet is that? 



Series Stop #3 - 
Jessica Casciano & 
Stephen Donovan 


DEC 31 - NVE Party in 
the Tamarack Pub & 
Grill 

DEC 31 - Fireworks at 
midnight! 

JAN 3 -live Music in 
the Bear Den Lounge 


JAN 10 -Comedy 
Series Stop M - 
World Gone Crazy 
Comedy Band 

JAN 17 -Owl Moon 
with Oberon the Owl 


Visit SKIBURKE.COM 

for pricing info and a 

COMPLETE LIST 

OF EVENTS 

FOR 2014! 

ason 


ON SALE 

NOW! 


Don't forget to like 
us on Facebook! 


SEVEN DAYS 

LIKE A VIRGIN. 





feed back 


FARE NOT 

With all the rancor about taxi laws, Uber, 
etc., it's annoying — if not improper, in- 
appropriate or illegal — that a Vermont 
state cop is allowed to live his civilian life 
by driving around in a retired-but-still- 
lettered New York yellow taxi that looks 
authentic enough to mislead the public 
[Off Message: “City Attorney Says Uber Is 
Breaking the Law in Burlington,” October 
22; Daily 7: “New York Taxi’s Retirement: A 
Quiet Life on Country Roads in Vermont," 
December 1], A civilian could not get away 
with driving a retired state cop cruiser that 
was still lettered "Vermont State Police." 

Dan Cohen 
BURLINGTON 


MISSING MOVER 

[Re "Breakthrough Dance,” November 5]: 
I am puzzled at the lack of inclusion, or 
any mention, of the contribution to dance 
at Bennington and in the larger world of 
dance made by the late Judy Dunn. Her 
partnership with Bill Dixon and association 
with the Judson Dance Theater, her mem- 
bership in the Merce Cunningham com- 
pany, her tenured professorship of dance 
at Bennington and her role in founding the 
Black Music Division headed by Dixon, 
etc., make her perhaps the crucial figure in 
dance at Bennington in the past 50 years. 

Bob Green 
BURLINGTON 


DOWNHILL FAST 

In the early 1960s a childhood friend from 
Montpelier by the name of Butch built 
a proto bobsled that looked very similar 
to the "traverse" in your ravine article 
[“Researching the Ravine," December 3]. It 
was a good mile run if we were able to make 
the first and only turn, about 200 yards from 
the top point on the road. Half the time 
whoever was steering would catch the front 
right runner in the snowbank — and off we 
went. All of us teenage boys and girls who 
were holding on to each other would slide 
off and into the bank on the other side of the 
bend. Not sure how fast we went, but it was 
faster than one drove in die summer. We did 
not want to fall off by the time we pitched 
over the main, very long hill. 

Sadly, there is hardly a place left in 
Vermont where the road crew forgets to 
sand the hard, snow-packed hill road until 
early the next day. 

I truly miss those days of traversing. Most 
parents today would not allow it; they'd be 
afraid someone would get hurt We loved it. 
I often wish that those of us still alive could 
make just one more run. I’m betting most 
would give it a shot. I’m 66 and would do it 

Gene Sweetser 

ESSEX TOWN 


COOKIE QUEUE 

[“Vermont's Seven Best Cookies,” December 
6 \: I have to add a recommendation for the 


TIM NEWCOMB 



WEEK IN REVIEW 


macaroons at Nunyuns on the corner of 
North and North Champlain streets. They 
are delectable and gluten free. I love them 
so dam much. 

BURLINGTON 


WATCH YOUR LANGUAGE 

Alice Levitt described a drink as “a 
girly-girl drink” ["Sensory Satisfaction," 
December 10]. Just what did she mean 
by this? What do people mean when they 
use this term, “girly-girl,” and when they 
describe things that don’t have any gender 
in gendered terms? All too often there’s a 
kind of put-down implied, and even if no 
judgment is intended, the act of gendering 
objects only serves to reinforce gender 
stereotyping. Yet so much damage con- 
tinues to result from any kind of gender 
stereotyping. We already have too many 
restrictions placed on gender expression 
and gender identity. So let's leave our 
drinks alone, and, for that matter, let's sup- 
port and respect all children, adolescents 
and adults to be themselves — to self- 
identify, act, feel, dress, express and, yes, 
even choose a drink — without judgment. 

Jackie Weinstock 

SOUTH BURLINGTON 


WHY VOTE? 

I must take issue with a recent cartoon in 
Seven Days [Newcomb, December 10]. In 
it, the cartoonist Tim Newcomb makes 
the trite and tired pronouncement that 
people who don't vote for their rulers have 
no right to complain about what those 
rulers do. The idea that the 60 percent of 
Americans who don't vote are just lazy and 
incomprehensibly stupid is in fact a lazy, 
though unfortunately common, thought- 
terminating assumption of the liberal class. 

Let me direct you to a recent Princeton 
University study that found, “When the 
preferences of economic elites and the 
stands of organized interest groups are 
controlled for, the preferences of the 
average American appear to have only a 
minuscule, near-zero, statistically nonsig- 
nificant impact upon public policy." 

Perhaps those of us who don’t vote are 
actually better informed than those dupes 
who still do. I'd rather organize other 
workers, tenants, students and landown- 
ers for concrete changes in our immediate 
circumstances than throw my vote into 
the trash can known as a ballot box. 

Colin Flood 
BURLINGTON 


POLICE STATE OF MIND 

The police state is one of the largest U.S. in- 
dustries. Even Vermont police departments 


have acquired significant military material 
[“Up in Arms," December 3], There is con- 
struction money for police stations, court- 
houses, and public and private jails. What 
is the payroll for our local, county, private 
and state police? Then there are jail guards, 
bureaucrats, probation officers, counselors, 
motor vehicle enforcement, etc. 

How about the many federal law 
enforcement agencies? You will see this 
overlap at U.S. airports. Spies listen to our 
phone calls and intercept our emails. Soon 
you will see a drone over Vermont. 

All of this costs, and since the rich will 
not pay their fair share, education and 
social services continue to be underfunded. 
So intergenerational poverty, ignorance, 
racism and fear will go on. The police state 
is thus assured of future customers. 

Geoffrey Cobden 
WEYBRIDGE 


CREATIVE SOLUTION FOR 
BURLINGTON COLLEGE 

[Re Off Message; “Mayor Supports Mixed 
Housing and Open Space on Burlington 
College Property," November 25; Off 
Message: “Burlington College Land Sale 
May be Moving Forward," November 
20; “Going, Going, Gone? Who Will Get 
the Land Around Burlington College?" 
November 5]; Given that Burlington 
College is overextended and COTS needs 
more space, wouldn’t it make sense for the 
college to move back to its old building and 
COTS could, instead of damaging a historic 
neighborhood, use the $6 million to rehab 
the former orphanage? COTS could partner 
with other entities — perhaps even the City 
of Burlington. We could chip in and possi- 
bly team up to conserve a gorgeous plot of 
open land for a bargain price. Even a devel- 
oper whose current legacy is that of having 
conscientious integrity might want to be 
creatively involved in helping to preserve 
the land rather than gobble it up. 

Ivan Goldstein 
BURLINGTON 


SAY SOMETHING! 




HAPPY 

HOLIDAYS! 

from your friends 
at 



SAM’S 

ItililrX 

FURNITURE 


372 N. Winooski Ave. 

samswoodfurniture.com 


DoMT BE 
SHEEPISH/ 

Ring in fhe flew Year wifh us/ 


CSuf 2015 is fhe year "C the Sheep, 
so maybe you Do wanf I s be sheepish, 
who knows? Just C'm°" down J 



Red Square 

I'Ve 3»f a 3«o4 feelinj ab>of fhis. 



is6 church Sfreef, Burlington 
check «ur website for more dafes 
redsHuareVf.com 




Vermont’s 

Champagne 

Cellar! 

Bubbly from $8.99 - $269.99! 

Over 1 50 Champagnes 
and Sparkling Wines 

We’ve selected 
our Top Values for 
New Years Eve! 

Festive Cheeses 
& Gourmet Pairings 


20% OFF ALL 
10 LI DAY FOODS 

Cookies, chocolates, panettone, 
caramels, stollens, marzipan, 
pfeffernusse, candy, etc. etc. etc. 


Cheese trader s 

WINE SELLERS 

1186 Williston Rd., So. Burlington VT 05403 
(Next to the Alpine Shop) 
802.863.0143 • Open 7 days 10am-7pm 
www.cheesetraders.com 
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14 Catching Up: 



ARTS NEWS 

30 Vermont’s Drive-Ins: 
And Then There Were 

BY MARGOT HARRISON 

30 Lyric Theatre Company 
Prepares to Buy a $1.3 
Million Home 


Opera Theatre of 
Weston's Secret 
Weapon? A Classic 
Story Made New 

Feathered Friends 
Forever: A Founder’s 
Legacy Lives On 
at the Birds of 
Vermont Museum 

Picture This: Gifts 
to the Hood Museum 

BY PAMELA POLSTON 
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65 Soundbites music 
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This newspaper features 
interactive print — neato! 




dear^/ lucy. 

tAaMy /{ofidaysf 


j Wishing you and yours a Vert/ merry holiday 


p season! Thanks for yet another great year - 

802.868.5126 | dearlucy.com ^ 

P we so ej^recielte having customers uke you! 

please call us for holiday hours 

We look forward to 

(closed Christmas day and new year's) ^ " 

SEEING YOU IN THE A/CU T ^tcarf 



s^-> Home for the Holidays! s 

From our family to yours - 

This holiday season enjoy the flavor and quality 
of Kimball Brook Farm's organic cream, half and half 
and organic milk for cooking and enjoying. 
Convenient in pints, quarts and half gallons. 



Kimball Brook Farm's milks and creams are premium products 
kept close to the land. By staying local and organic, we bring you 
healthful and delicious dairy that supports your nutrition, respects 
the environment, and promotes the wellbeing of our herd. 





MOVIES AT 

MAIN STREET LANDING 


THE FILM HOUSE * SIXTY LAKE STREET * BURLINGTON WATERFRONT 



Unique event and performa 
space available for daily rer 
so Call Melinda Moulton 
802-864-7999 

mainstreetlanding.c 


MAIN STREET LANDING 


Every Tuesday at 7pm A First Come First Served A Free and Open to the Public 







LOOKING FORWARD : 


MUST SEE, MUST DO THIS WEEK 
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CELEBRATING 
IN STYLE 

Fare thee well, 2014. As this year 
winds down, First Night festivities in 
Burlington and St. Johnsbury rev up. 
Local and regional performers lend their 
talents to dance, theater and musical 
acts for the entire family. Featuring old 
favorites alongside newcomers, diverse 
lineups of entertainers cap off with bril- 
liant fireworks displays. Here's to 2015! 


Sleigh Bells Ring 

They may be named Comet. Prancer 
1 . ■ and Blitzen, but the four-legged 
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THURSDAY 1 

The Right Note 


When conductor Daniel Bruce wields his baton at 
the Green Mountain Mahler Festival, music lovers 
are in for a treat. This fifth annual New Years Day 
concert unites esteemed vocalists with GMMF 
chorus and orchestra members, whose interpreta- 
tion of Beethovens Ninth Symphony raises funds 
for the Vermont Family Network. 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 58 


THURSDAY! 

Hitting the Road 

Lace up those running shoes! Folks looking to begin 
anew on January 1 can literally start the New Year 
off on the right foot, thanks to FirstRun. This 27th 
annual road race through downtown Burlington 
encourages costumes and welcomes athletes of 
all ages. A kids’ fun run paves the way to a 5K that 
culminates in food, awards and a raffle. 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE S8 
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WEDNESDAY 7 

A Close Look 

When Georgia O'Keeffe died at age 98. the illustrious 
painter known for her depictions of the American 
Southwest left behind a catalogue of artwork that 
numbered in the thousands. James Maroney, an 
independent art dealer formerly with Christie's and 
Sotheby's, appraised O'Keeffe's estate and highlights 
her best work in an eye-opening lecture. 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE GO 




WEDNESDAY 31 

Class Act 

If you're heading to the ArtsRiot New Year’s Eve 
Party, you'd best break out your finest duds. This 
shindig is a black-tie affair — and rightly so. When 
Kat Wright & the Indomitable Soul Band perform, 
the least you can do is dress for the occasion. 
Burlington's queen of soul belts out big tunes while 
revelers sip bubbly and dance the night away. 




ONGOING 

Meticulous Masterpieces 

The works in "Preoccupied'’ give new meaning 
to an eye for detail. Artists Wylie Sofia Garcia, 
Adrienne Ginter, Xavier Donnelly and Dianne 
Shullenberger invite viewers into intricate explora- 
tions of fiber art, hand-cut paper, pen-and-ink 
drawings and mixed media. Marrying precision and 
creative vision, these pieces demand a second look. 
SEE REVIEW ON PAGE 74 



FAIR GAME OPEN SEASON ON VERMONT POLITICS BY PAULHE1NTZ 



1076 Williston Road, S. Burlington 

862.6585 




A Shum-Dinger of a Year 


I f you’d told us a year ago that Gov. peter 
shumlin would come within 2,500 
votes of losing reelection and then 
abandon his signature policy priority, 
we wouldn't have believed you. 

But that’s why we didn’t go into 
fortune-telling. 

Indeed, 2014 was a fascinating year 
in Vermont’s little political world — and 
a brutal one for the state’s two-term 
Democratic governor. In November, the 
seemingly invincible politico nearly fell to 
an utterly unknown travel agent. A month 
later, Shumlin shocked the state by aban- 
doning his quest to implement the nation’s 
first single-payer-style health care system. 

Of course, that's not all that went down 
this year. To refresh your memory, we’ve 
compiled our list of the top 10 political sto- 
ries of the year, presented in loose chrono- 
logical order: 

Drug Czar 

Shumlin threw out the usual script last 
January by opening the 2014 legislative 
session with a 34-minute State of the State 
address focused entirely on what he called 
“a rising tide" of opiate abuse in Vermont. 

Thus began a statewide — and then 
nationwide — conversation about a tough 
problem with no easy solution. 

Some questioned whether Shumlin ex- 
aggerated the magnitude of the so-called 
“epidemic." Others wondered whether he 
was cynically courting national headlines 
or distracting Vermonters from his broken 
health insurance exchange. Still more 
wondered whether he was giving this 
tourist-dependent state a bad rap. 

But most praised him for tackling an 
important issue that could have been 
swept under the rug. 

By the end of the session, legislators 
had provided more funding to drug treat- 
ment centers, stiffened penalties for traf- 
fickers and expanded diversion programs 
for low-level offenders. 

Still Waiting 

After telling the nation last March that he 
was “prepared to run for president of the 
United States," Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt) 
spent the rest of the year edging ever closer 

He traveled to New Hampshire in April 
for the first of seven campaign-style events 
in the first-in-the-nation presidential 
primary state. The next month, he took 
to Iowa for the first of four trips to the 
Hawkeye State, which holds the first presi- 
dential caucuses. 

Sanders still hasn’t said whether he’ll 
run, but he’s indicated he’d be more likely 


to do so in the Democratic primary than 
as an independent With former secretary 
of state hillary clinton almost certain to 
run — and to crowd out other top-tier can- 
didates — Sanders is well poised to serve 
as her lefde foil, so long as Sen. Elizabeth 
warren (D-Mass.) doesn’t. 

The Iowa caucuses are a little more 
than a year away. So if Bemie’s serious, 
expect an announcement early next year. 

School Daze 

Discontent over rising property taxes 
boiled over on Town Meeting Day. On 
the first Tuesday in March, 35 towns and 
cities, including Burlington, voted down 
their school budgets — more than have 
done so in a decade. 

Vermont politicians clearly got the 
message — but legislative remedies proved 
elusive. 

The House spent months crafting a pro- 
posal to consolidate school districts, but its 
leaders couldn’t quite say whether the bill 
would actually save money. After narrowly 
passing the House in the closing days of 
the session, the proposal died an inglorious 
death in the Senate. 

The debate grew louder last fall, as tax 
bills arrived in mailboxes, and became 
central to legislative and statewide cam- 
paigns. Weeks before Election Day, House 
Democrats pledged to take swift action 
next year to address it In December, a 
study group appointed by House Speaker 
shap smith (D-Morristown) released a trio 
of proposals to overhaul the education 
finance system. 

Whether any of them will pass politi- 
cal muster — and actually reduce the tax 
burden — remains to be seen. 

Taking Care of Business 

Vermont's political leaders typically 
tackle the toughest bills in the first year 
of the legislative biennium and studiously 
avoid controversy in the lead-up to even- 
year elections. That maxim mostly held 
true in 2014, which many referred to as a 
“caretaker” session. 

But that doesn't mean nothing got done. 

In fact, legislators achieved a number of 
liberal priorities by the time they adjourned 
in May. Among them? A higher minimum 
wage, mandatory labeling of genetically 
modified food, universal prekindergarten, 
childcare unionization, shoreland protec- 
tion, expanded net metering and even a 
ban on cellphone use while driving. 

No Corren-ation 

In June, former Burlington legislator Dean 
Corren became the first candidate in a 


decade to qualify for public financing in 
his bid for lieutenant governor. Days later, 
Democrat john bauer dropped out, citing 
his inability to qualify for the $200,000 in 
public campaign cash. 

That set up a fascinating one-on-one 
race between two-term Lt. Gov. phil scott, 
a Republican, and Corren, a Progressive. 

Throughout the summer and fall, the 
two candidates waged a thoughtful and 
(mostly) civil campaign. Though Corren 
managed to secure the Democratic nomi- 
nation in the August primary, many top Ds 
endorsed Scott or sat out the race. 



In the end, it wasn’t even close. Scott 
defeated Corren 62 to 36 percent, rees- 
tablishing the lieutenant governor as the 
beleaguered Vermont Republican Party's 
biggest star. 

Agency of Holy Shit 

It was a tough year for the Agency 
of Human Services — the sprawling 
bureaucracy that oversees everything from 
prisons to welfare to health care. 

The agency’s Department for Children 
and Families came under intense scrutiny 
after the deaths of two young children 
under its supervision, allegedly at the 
hands of family members, in February and 
April. Several reviews found that under- 
staffing and mismanagement at DCF con- 
tributed to the tragedies. Commissioner 
oave yacovone left the department — ap- 
parently voluntarily — in September. 

Meanwhile, the agency’s Department 
of Vermont Health Access struggled to 
get the state’s health insurance exchange, 
Vermont Health Connect, working 
properly (more on that below). Perhaps 
as a result, Shumlin stripped DVHA 
Commissioner mark larson of his respon- 
sibility for the exchange, though Larson 
still leads the department. 

The biggest blow came in August, when 
Shumlin summarily fired agency secretary 
doug racine. the former lieutenant gover- 
nor and two-time gubernatorial candidate. 
He was replaced on an interim basis by 
Department of Health Commissioner 
harry chen and then, in December, by 
Capstone Community Action executive 
director hal cohen. 

With massive budget cuts on the hori- 
zon (again, see below), you can be sure that 


GOT A TIP FOR PAUL? PAUL@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


Vermont’s largest and most complex : 
agency will make next year's list, too. 

Miracle Milne 


A projected $100 million gap in next 
year’s budget will surely dominate the 
dialogue in the coming legislative session. 


Throughout the spring, Vermont’s top 
Republicans took a pass on challenging 
Shumlin: Scott, former lieutenant 
governor Brian dubie, Rep. heidi 
Scheuermann (R-Stowe), Campaign for 
Vermont founder bruce lisman and former 
senator and auditor randy brock. 

On filing day in June, the last man 
standing was a travel agency owner from 
Pomfret: the virtually unknown scorr 

The political novice sorely ■ 
lacked fundraising, messaging, I 
policy and organizing chops. I 
But in a year when Shumlin's ™ 
declining popularity trumped 
all, none of that seemed to matter. 

Surprising nearly everyone, Milne 
came within 2,434 votes of becoming the 
first challenger since phil hoff in 1962 to 
unseat an incumbent Vermont governor. 

Theories of why Shumlin did so poorly 
were legion: Liberals thought he'd turned 
on them; independents were upset over 
property taxes and health care reform; 
some just plain don’t trust the guy. 

The story wasn’t over on Election Day. 
After declining to concede, Milne called 
on the legislature five weeks later to exer- 
cise its constitutional right to install him 
as governor when it convenes in January. 

Though Milne’s unlikely to prevail 
in that Democrat-dominated venue, one 
thing's for certain: Shumlin's close call 
will severely weaken him as he enters his 
third — and possibly, but not certainly, last 


Mind the Gap 

For much of the spring and summer, 
economic development officials worried 
IBM might shutter its Essex research and 
manufacturing facility — one of the state’s 
largest employers. In October, Emirate 
of Abu Dhabi-owned GlobalFoundries 
acquired Big Blue’s semiconductor 
division and pledged to keep it open for 
the “foreseeable future.” 

Vermont's economy may have dodged 
that bullet, but it continued to struggle in 
other ways. Personal income tax collec- 
tions have come in under expectations 
every month since April, indicating that 
many Vermonters still aren’t feeling the 
effects of the nation's slow-moving eco- 
nomic recover)'. 

That’s left a significant hole in the 
state's coffers. Shumlin and legislative 
leaders were forced to cut $31 million 
from this year’s budget in August, and 
they’re currently contemplating another 
$17 million in midyear cuts. 


Minority Report 

Shumlin wasn’t the only who had a tough 
Election Day 

Democrats lost a dozen seats in the 
state legislature — and Vermont’s U.S. 
Senate delegation was stripped of several 
key positions. 

After Republicans took the Senate, Sen. 
Patrick leahy (D-Vt) was booted from 
the president pro tern’s office and lost the 
chairmanship of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. Sanders 
lost the top spot on the Senate 
Veterans Affairs Committee, 
though he was elevated to 
ranking member of the Senate 
Budget Committee. 

National races hit Shummy hard, 
too. The chairman of the Democratic 
Governors Association had hoped his 
candidates would win big races in Florida, 
Wisconsin, Georgia and Kansas, among 
others. They didn't. Instead, they lost 
deep-blue states like Massachusetts, 
Maryland and Maine. 

Shumlin handed over the DGA reins to 
Montana Gov. steve bullock in December, 
leaving him free to, well, focus on his own 
political career. 

Single-Slayer 

If there was one political issue that domi- 
nated 2014, it was health care reform. 

As it did last year, the federally man- 
dated insurance exchange known as 
Vermont Health Connect continued to 
disappoint. It suffered from contractor 
woes, change-of-circumstances backlogs 
and security issues, before going offline 
entirely in September for two months. 

There’s no question that Vermont 
Health Connect's woes complicated 
Shumlin's task of financing his ambi- 
tious single-payer health care proposal. 
But most Vermonters were nevertheless 
shocked when the governor abandoned 
the plan entirely, saying the numbers just 
didn't add up. 

As he announced the news at a 
crowded Statehouse press conference on 
December 17, Shumlin conceded that this 
was “the greatest disappointment of my 
political life, so far." 

That’s for sure. © 
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Catching Up 

Seven Days reporters update news stories from 2014 

BY MARK DAVIS. ETHAN DE SEIFE, KATHRYN FLAGG, ALICIA FREESE, KEVIN J. KELLEY & KEN PICARD 


R emember Dick Sears, the state senator 
who told Seven Days about how he’d 
been born in prison, got adopted and 
spent his adult years looking for his 
biological family? Sears shared his story with Mark 
Davis as he drove to statewide hearings on the 
troubled Vermont Department for Children 
and Families. 


Or “the Barbaras" of Addison County, who sued 
neighbors and town officials for discrimination in a 
nasty lawsuit? On closer examination, Kathyrn Flagg 
found the conflicts were much more complex — and 
interesting — than the lesbian couple alleged. 

Our reporters crisscrossed Vermont last year pursu- 
ing such stories, many of which other media ignored, 
missed or glossed over. Looking back, it’s fair to say they 
have an eye for quirky — we found a 1987 album that 


featured Bemie Sanders singing folk songs — and aren’t 
afraid to go in depth. 

But it’s the nature of stories to unfurl — no matter 
how well they may be documented at a particular point 
in time. As 2014 drew to a close, we looked back to find 
out what happened to some of the people and issues 
we wrote about in the paper and on the blog over the 
course of the year. 

Read on. ® 



to almost every single record it wanted 
after CCA decided to hand them over 
before a judge ruled. PLN editor Wright 
said his magazine obtained records from 
14 incidents. In each, Vermont inmates 
filed legal complaints for injuries they 
said they suffered inside CCA prisons. 

Wright said the records show that in- 
mates who suffer serious injuries often 
settle for seemingly small amounts of 
money — often without ever hiring an 
attorney. 


Among the settlements handed out 
by CCA, Wright said: One Vermont 
inmate got $25,000 as a result of an 
alleged staff assault; another, who al- 
legedly waited three years for a hernia 
operation, received $45,000 for medical 
neglect; and a case of “deliberate indif- 
ference” was settled for $4,000. 

“They're good at minimizing their 
liability and expenses,” Wright said 
of CCA. “For people that don’t have 
a lot of money, what is objectively a 


paltry sum can seem like a lot of 
money.” 

Prison Legal News has scored 
similar wins in cases against 
prison companies in Texas and 
Tennessee. Wright said the mag- 
azine plans to publish all of the 
Vermont records in the coming 
weeks, along with an accompa- 
nying story. 

“We fought long and hard,” 
Wright said. “We publish 
everything.” 

The only downside, Wright 
said, is that CCA’s decision to 
capitulate before a trial means 
there was no judicial ruling on 
Vermont’s public records law 
and whether CCA is subject to it. 
Dan Barrett, staff attorney for the 
Vermont branch of the American 
Civil Liberties Union, which rep- 
resented Prison Legal News , said 
he is spoiling for another legal 
fight. 

“The position we take is that 
public agencies can’t contract 
around the public records act,” 
Barrett said, adding he’s “happy 
to file suit again” if another 
organization requests records. 
“We’re definitely looking for a 
ruling on the issue in Vermont.” 

Asked to comment, CCA spokesman 
Steve Owen said in a prepared state- 
ment, “Transparency is a critical part 
of the relationships we have with our 
government partners and the taxpay- 
ers they serve. We comply with all ap- 
plicable open records laws and share 
information freely with our government 
partners.” 

— M.D. 


UPDATE: Score one for the fourth 
estate. Prison Legal News gained access 
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UPDATE: In November, the state released its Clean Water Initiative, outlining the 
ways it plans to curb phosphorus pollution in the lake. The highlight reel includes 
putting in place new ag standards; treating stormwater runoff from developed 
areas; installing pollution controls along state and local roadsides; investing in 
wastewater treatment plants; and restoring natural habitats, such as river and 
stream channels and wetlands. 

But when the EPA toured Vermont in November, it was with this sobering 
news; Vermont needs to cut the amount of phosphorus it’s dumping into Lake 
Champlain by 36 percent, according to the feds, in order to comply with the Clean 
Water Act In some sections of the lake, the phosphorus runoff needs to be cut by 
more than SO percent. 

That said, Perkins believes that there's a lot of “momentum” behind lake 
cleanup efforts heading into the new year. He said the EPA will allow the state 
some flexibility in implementing a new TMDL — while still remaining firm on the 
outcome. 

“We haven’t handed them a straightjacket, but certainly there’s some challeng- 
ing reductions to be made,” said Perkins. 

The next step: The EPA plans to identify the milestones by which it will grade 
Vermont’s efforts to clean up the lake. One of the first big tests, Perkins said, is 
the governor’s budget. Perkins said both the Department of Environmental 
Conservation and the Agency of Agriculture will need more boots on the ground 
to enforce new regulations. 

How will Vermont pay for all that? In November, the Shumlin administration 
suggested two new sources of revenue to fund water quality initiatives: a per- 
parcel fee on new development and a 1 percent increase in the state’s fertilizer tax. 

There might be other ways to drum up money, too. A report out this month 
from the Vermont EPSCoR Adaptation to Climate Change in the Lake Champlain 
Basin project found that 65 percent of Vermonters said they'd be willing to pay $40 
a year to improve the health of Lake Champlain, either as part of a water utility tax 
or an added fee on vehicle registrations. The researchers estimated that could raise 
more than $15 million per year. 

— K.F. 
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REAL ESTATE 

Family Wants a South End Deli 
With the Works 



years ago, the Alvanos family closed the diner, purchased Red 
Roberts, a store that had long occupied the northeast corner 





UPDATE: The Alvanos family is doubling down on the 
South End. In the fall, they filed for permits for a mas- 
sive expansion. 


The family 

knock down the deli and 
build a three-story mixed- 
use building in its place. 

A new deli would occupy 
the first floor, along with 
another commercial space, 
perhaps for an office or an 
art studio. Nine apartments 
would take up the second 
and third floors. 

The old building, 

Michael Alvanos said, is in 
desperate need of renova- 
tions that would be 
costly. 

"The building is a pain 
in the ass to maintain and 
keep going,” said Alvanos, 
who backed a city zoning 
change that allows for 
more mixed-use develop- 
ment in the South End. "Imagine taking one of those 
old houses, and having 500 to 700 customers a day 
come through the place.” 

If they secure permission from the city, the family 
hopes to knock the building down sometime in the fall 
of 2015, and to reopen eight months later. They believe 


the South End will continue to grow and their invest- 
ment will pay off. 

"My mom and dad, in 2005, they saw the opportu- 
nity down here. I remember my mom saying, ‘This is 
the up-and-coming area,’” Alvanos said. “They’re still 
bullish on the South End. We’re optimistic.” 

— M.D. 



UPDATE: Court documents are flying back and 
forth in the case, which is now before the Vermont 
District Court. The defendants deny virtually all of 
the Barbaras’ charges, and claim lack of knowledge 
or sufficient information about others. 

The defendants also filed multiple motions to 
dismiss — one of which, pertaining to a small sec- 
tion of the overall lawsuit, was granted. Early on, 



selectboard chair Kauffmann and his wife, Carol, 
even requested their own “compensatory damages,” 
alleging that Ernst and Supeno “scoured the internet 
to find information about us, and caused a negative 
stereotype within the media, our community and 
school district.” 

The case is tied up in an appeals court, waiting for 
a ruling on one morion. Ernst and Supeno’s lawyer, 
David Bond, predicts a drawn-out fight; he expects 
the case won’t be argued until 2016. 

In the meantime, there’s still drama on Fisher 
Point Road, where Ernst and Supeno live. Last spring, 
Ernst and Supeno lodged a number of complaints 
with the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources alleg- 
ing wastewater and water violations at a neighbor’s 
property. Gary Kessler, the director of the compliance 


and enforcement division at the Vermont Department 
of Environmental Conservation, responded, saying 
the complaint had been investigated, no violations 
were found and the case was closed. In turn, Ernst 
and Supeno emailed other state officials asking them 
to stop “Gary Kessler and the DEC officials you work 
with from continuing to retaliate against us and 
harass us for reporting these failed systems.” 

"We’ll find something if there's something to find,” 
Kessler told Seven Days. “There really was no viola- 
tion. It was just a false alarm, and a five-alarm-fire 
false alarm.” 

Neighbors responded with complaints of their 
own to DEC, alleging that Ernst and Supeno were 
in violation of water and wastewater permits at 
one of two homes they own on Fisher Point Road. 
Neighbors also complained that Ernst and Supeno 
were advertising their second rental home as having 
more bedrooms than allowed in the home's wastewa- 
ter permit. 

Ernst and Supeno originally turned away the DEC 
employees charged with investigating their neigh- 
bors’ claims, threatening to call the police, according 
to an affidavit later filed by one of the DEC employ- 
ees. The investigators returned in September, ac- 
companied by two state troopers, and found evidence 
of three water and wastewater violations, according 
to an emergency order issued by the environmental 
division of Vermont’s superior court. 

The court ordered the women to cease using the 
town water supply until the violations could be fixed 
and to stop renting their second home as anything 
but a one-bedroom cottage. Kessler said Ernst and 
Supeno applied earlier this month for the necessary 
permits for the property. 

— K.F. 





UPDATE: The St. Anthony Church project is on pause, and for that, you can thank — 
or blame — the pope. 

According to Brian Pellicano, a pastoral associate and director of faith formation at 
the parish, it's up to the bishop to decide what happens with church property. And the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Burlington has been without one since November 2013, 
when its former chief, Salvatore Matano, was named bishop of the Rochester, N.Y., 
diocese. 

“Without a bishop, we can’t do anything,” Pellicano told Seven Days. 

Why is Burlington still bishop-less a year later? Appointments are usually made 
in a year’s time, Pellicano said. “But it’s really up to the Vatican.” In the meantime, an 
“apostolic administrator” is in charge, but according to Pellicano, “he basically will 
maintain the status quo of the diocese." 

Bob Bouchard of Pizzagalli Properties confirmed that the project will stay shelved, 
at least until there’s a new bishop. His company did talk to neighbors as promised but 
never went back to the DRB. Neighbors said they hadn’t heard anything since. 
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REAL ESTATE 

An Iconic Mad River 
Valley Inn Has New 
Owners 



Vermont as a major wedding destination. TTie 
couples daughter. AnneMarie DeFreest, took 



UPDATE: DeFreest found the buyers 
she was seeking: longtime friends 
Kim and Jim Donahue of Wayne, 
N.J. In fact, Jim Donahue was with 
DeFreest the first time she set foot on 
the property in the ’80s, and he has 
stayed at the inn more than 100 times. 

“I never, ever expected it would be 
these two people," admits DeFreest. 
The haggle-free deal closed in June 



for an undisclosed sum, and the 
Donahues contracted with DeFreest 
to manage the inn for three years to 
ease their transition. 

DeFreest is excited that the couple 
plan to bring back many community 
events and activities that had fallen by 
the wayside due to her illness, includ- 
ing concerts, high school art shows, 
snowshoeing and cross-country 
skiing. Also in the works is a line of 
specialty foods, including Round Bam 
chocolates, a concept DeFreest cooked 
up with her longtime chef, Charlie 
Menard. 

Best of all, DeFreest reports that 
her brain tumor has “stabilized.” 

“As long as I feel good,” she adds, 
“that’s all that matters.” 

— K.P. 








UPDATE: State law requires hemp farm- 
ers to register with the Vermont Agency 
of Agriculture. Seventeen did so this 


year, according to Tim Schmalz, who 
oversees the agency’s hemp registry. He 
isn’t sure how many of them actually got 
seeds in the ground, however. A survey 
last summer by Vermont Public Radio 
showed that at least five of the farmers 
opted out of growing, with some citing 
fear of the federal prohibition. 

Middlebury entrepreneur Netaka 
White wasn’t worried, though. He and 
business partner David McManus are 
behind Full Sun Company, which aims 
to source seeds regionally for the pro- 
duction of local canola, sunflower, flax, 
soybean and, yes, hemp oils. 

Last spring. White wanted to go big. 
He was looking for 50-pound bags of 


seed. Then reality set in — no one could 
get their hands on that much seed — and 
White settled instead for a small pack- 
age of mail-order seeds from Europe. 
On Mother’s Day, he seeded a roughly 
100-square-foot patch of his home 
garden with organic hemp seeds. 

By early summer White had 30 or so 
robust plants nestled beside his kale. All 
told, he harvested about one pound of 
“nice, dark, healthy seeds” to take him 
into next year. 

He has enough to plant 4,000 square 
feet next year, which should yield about 
70 pounds of seeds. By 2016, he should 
have five acres under cultivation; if all 
goes according to plan, that year he’ll 


harvest two and a half tons of hemp 
seeds. Starting next year, White will out- 
source the growing to two farmers in the 
region. 

He's not alone in his homegrown 
approach; White knows of a handful 
of other small growers who put a few 
plants in the ground last spring with vi- 
sions of much larger crops within two or 
three years. 

“To really build or grow an industry 
from nothing, we had to scratch and 
scrape and use whatever tricks of the 
trade we could,” said White. 

“What’s a few more years at this 


— K.F. 




2014 updates 


CRIME 

Jailed Winooski Heroin 
Dealer Struggling With Health 
Problems 






But Hey argued that she was a small-time dealer, 
and she was using the electric stove to heat water for bathing 







UPDATE: Hey has gotten into more trouble 
since her April altercation with Winooski police. A fed- 
eral grand jury indicted her on charges of conspiring to 
sell heroin and cocaine. 

In court documents, authorities alleged that Hey 
confessed to having ties to at least six groups of out- 
of-state drug dealers who used her apartment as a 
base of operations. Prosecutors say that Hey was 
inside her apartment when she brokered a deal to sell 
a stolen assault rifle and a handgun to two New York 
City men. 


P Facing up to 20 years in prison, Hey was await- 
> ing trial in the Chittenden Regional Correctional 
"a Facility in South Burlington and did not respond 
| to a request for comment 
i* According to court documents, she had a 
successful back operation — at taxpayer ex- 
pense — and now spends much of her time in a 
wheelchair. Her attorney asked a judge to release 
Hey so that she could have the intensive physical therapy 
she needs to get back on her feet But prosecutors ob- 
jected to the request, and a judge denied it. 

Hey’s attorney, Frank Twarog, said that she was 
struggling with back pain, and has to use a walker when 
she's not in the wheelchair. “You don’t quite get the care 
you’d get,” outside of the prison health care system, 
he said. “She is not as far along in her recover)' as she 
would be if she was not in jail.” 



20°/o-60°/o OFF 

STORE WIDE 


(except Kitchen Electrics) 


NOW until 
Sunday, Jan 1 8 



ANNUAL 
CLEARANCE 
is HERE 


his Week 

50% OFF 

CHRISTMAS DECOR 


LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED 


homep«rtE 


DECOR FURNITURE HOUSEWARES GIFTS TOYS WWW. 


.homeportonlin^om^ 


52 Church St. 


i St. Marketplace, 


Burl. Mon-Thur 10A-6P, Fri 10A-8P, Sat 10A-6P, Sun 11A-6P 




Catching Up « p,i! 


TRANSPORTATION 

Time for Burlington’s ‘Bicycle Moment?’ 





UPDATE: Next year, the DPW will add an unbroken bike lane from Plattsburg 
Avenue to Washington Street. 

“That’s as far as we can get it in the short term," said Nicole Losch, transporta- 
tion planner at Burlington’s DPW. The DPW’s long-term goal, Losch said, is the 
construction of a dedicated, continuous bike lane that would be protected from 
traffic by a physical barrier. That would entail the relocation of large sections of 
curb — a lengthy, costly process. 

Meanwhile, Losch and Jason Van Driesche, director of advocacy and educa- 
tion for Local Motion, Burlington’s “people-powered transportation” group, 
agree that a grassroots bike movement is gaining steam. 

Losch referred to the robust citizen participation in the corridor study, and 
also to an overall sense that the city’s “bicycle moment" may have arrived. “It 
seemed that every meeting had more and more people," she added. The project 
“just kind of snowballed.” 

Another instance: the success of the inaugural Open Streets BTV event in 
September, during which three miles of city streets were closed to motor vehicles. 

Losch mentioned several upcoming DPW projects: new pedestrian signals, 
crosswalks, and sidewalks, and a realignment of the city’s bike path. One stretch 



has already been rebuilt; another will soon be constructed anew. 

Also coming: the first bicycle and pedestrian “master plan,” which the city 
will start developing soon, with help from consultants, including a top-to-bottom 
reconsideration of nonmotorized transportation needs. 

Mayor Miro Weinberger, who often walks to work, called the master plan “a 
game-changer.” Improved biking infrastructure, he said, promotes health and 
appeals to those who work at the tech companies that he views as increasingly 
important to Burlington’s economy. 

The North Avenue corridor study didn’t go far enough, Weinberger said, be- 
cause it examined the street in isolation. “I think it'd be a very different conver- 
sation if we were talking about having a true, interconnected bike-lane system 
throughout the city,” he said. “That’s a whole new transportation system.” 

— E.D.S. 


TRANSPORTATION 

Smart Parking? 

New Meters, New Ideas 
for Queen City Spaces 



griped when they couldn't find nearby parking. 

covery: Many public perceptions about parking in Burlington 



Men days 


UPDATE: Starting on 
November 1, city work- 
ers replaced dozens of 
coin-operated down- 
town parking meters 
with new smart meters 
that accept both coins 
and credit cards — and 
display operating in- 
structions in different 
languages. The city 
also raised on-street 
parking fees and 
extended nighttime 
enforcement until 10 p.m. to 
boost parking turnover. 

Initially, the smart meter rollout had snafus. 
Some vertically challenged drivers complained that 
the meter heads were too tall for them to read; public 
works fixed the problem by shortening the poles. 
Since then, says the business association’s Devine, 
“The response from the business community has 
been overwhelmingly positive.” 

Those changes are just the tip of the iceberg. At a 



•aaaj. 
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November 19 meeting at- 
tended by about 100 people 
in Burlington City Hall, 
independent parking consul- 
tants presented the findings 
of their studies, offered rec- 
ommendations and took sug- 
gestions from the public. One 
of the more significant recom- 
mendations was to create a 
centralized parking district that 
would standardize rates, poli- 
cies and signage citywide. 

Spencer acknowledged that 
some policy recommendations 
will “engender community 
conversations” — read: generate 
controversy. Suggestions included 
charging city residents for on- 
street parking permits; adding 
parking enforcement on Sundays; 
varying rates by time of day, week 
and month; eliminating the mandate 
•s build off-street parking; and creating 
■s to share their private 


that developer: 
financial incentives for o’ 
spaces with the public. 

“These are all manageable problems," as Spencer 
pointed out. “And they can all be changed.” Expected 
next year: Smartphone apps to pay for and add time to 
parking meters remotely. 


— K.P. 


= 2014 updates 






UPDATE: Sears said the Seven Days story surprised some lawmakers who have 
served alongside him for years. Lots of old friends — and people he counseled 
during his 30-year stint at a youth residential center — tracked him down. 

"It's been really positive,” he said of the reaction. 

Meanwhile, the controversy surrounding DCF has intensified. No report yet 
from the Committee on Child Protection, but two outside reports issued in recent 
months have taken the agency to task for bungling the two child-fatality'’ cases and 
suggest dozens of substantive improvements. 

Sears said that he and Sen. Claire Ayer (D-Addison) plan to unveil a bill in early 
January designed to reform DCF and improve the state's ability to protect endan- 
gered children. It promises to be one of the most-discussed pieces of legislation in 
the session. While they are still honing the specifics, Sears said, the bill seeks to 
ensure that DCF caseworkers do not prioritize family reunification over the health 
of a child, and that supervisors will have more time to monitor their caseworkers, 
among other initiatives. 

Sears said he hopes to wrap up committee hearings in January and have the leg- 
islation on the Senate floor by early February — a relatively breakneck pace for such 
a major bill. But Sears, a wily Statehouse operator, is confident he can get it passed. 

“I think the overall concept is fairly universally supported,” he said. “There are 
certain functions of government that we have to provide, and one of them is protect- 
ing kids.” 

Sears has a couple of other matters to tend to before the legislative wrangling 
begins. Sometime between Christmas and New Year’s Day, he plans to head to 
Massachusetts to visit his sister. 
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ENVIRONMENT 

In the Pipeline Battle, 
a Temporary Ceasefire 



County to Middlebury, earned approval from the Vermont 
Public Service Board last December. The second, which would 
carry gas to the International Paper plant in Ticonderoga. N.Y., 
is still under consideration at the PSB. The third would take 

to be,’ said knitter Mary Martin, a Cornwall resident whose 
home is along the proposed route of the second phase of the 
pipeline. 





UPDATE: Vermont Gas dropped the charges against 
Palmer — while she and her husband were trying to 
set up a meeting with company reps. Several months 
later. 64 people occupied Gov. Peter Shumlin’s office 
in an organized sit-in to protest the pipeline. State 
police dropped the charges against all of them in early 
December. 

The Shumlin administration is taking an increas- 
ingly active role in the pipeline controversy. After a 


series of meetings with landowners and activists, it sent 
a letter to Vermont Gas in late November asking the 
company to stop further landowner negotiations until 
March 2. The company agreed to put on the brakes — 
spokesperson Beth Parent said they won’t initiate any 
eminent domain proceedings for the time being — but 
didn’t commit to a date. 

Meanwhile, there's another kink in the pipeline: In 
September the PSB decided to postpone the proceed- 
ings on phase two of the project until next year because 
of ongoing concerns about cost overruns on phase one, 
and because the company had failed to obtain federal 
approval to bring gas to New York State. 

Palmer and her husband still haven't reached an 
agreement over an easement that would allow Vermont 
Gas to build its pipeline across their land. Parent said 
earlier this month that the company had reached 
agreements with about 80 percent of the 221 landown- 
ers on the route, and was in active negotiations with 
another 15 percent. 

Parent said that construction on phase one isn’t run- 
ning behind schedule — yet. 

“We were hoping to get to Severance Comers by 
the end of next summer," she said, acknowledging that, 
come spring, the company may have to reassess its con- 
struction timeline. 

— K.F. 


TRANSPORTATION 

Fare for Some: Burlington’s 
Changing Taxi Scene 



absence of city oversight. 


A new company called Big Brother Security Programs quickly picked up some Benways 



expanding ride-share app, started advertising for local drivers. Its spokesperson insisted the 
company was merely conducting market research, but traditional taxi drivers, with whom 
Uber competes, were anxious. The creators of an e-hailing app called ZabKab, which caters 
to registered taxi drivers, were also eyeing the market. 

taxi ordinance In 2011. Mayor Miro Weinberger’s administration promised to come up with 


UPDATE: Taxi enforcers summoned Big Brother in for questioning in November. 
Armed with printouts of state and federal statutes, company cofounder Shelley 
Palmer made his case defiantly: He claimed that the taxi panel had overstepped 
its legal authority by attempting to regulate his company. The officials listened 
respectfully, and a lawyer with the city told Palmer they’d review his argument. As 
of our deadline, there had been no ruling on the case. 

Uber — which has clashed with many cities over regulations — launched in 
Burlington two months later. After what he described as a cordial meeting, 
Weinberger asked the company for a time-out until city officials developed a tem- 
porary operating agreement. 



on call to chauffeur passengers. 

City attorney Eileen Blackwood said the temporary operating agreement is 
still a work-in-progress. She was not aware of any enforcement actions taken 
against Uber. 

Just a few weeks ago, ZabKab, the app that hails traditional taxis, officially 
launched in Burlington. 

The city has made good on its promise to issue recommendations for improving 
taxi enforcement. In September, the city attorney’s office proposed moving the taxi 
administration from the airport to city hall and — possibly — creating a part-time 
position for enforcing the rules. Changes are scheduled to take effect early next year. 



= 2014 updates 


LAW 

Hit by a Bus: South End Business 
Agrees to Sell to CCTA 










UPDATE: In November, Ryan agreed to sell his building and land to CCTA, with 
a move-out date sometime in 2015. But that doesn’t mean he’s happy. “Life is too 
short,” he said. “We could stay here for another two years. But then they don’t pay 
me anything, and I have huge lawyer bills. In the end, nobody wins.” 

Officials at CCTA said the Federal Transit Administration, which provided grant 
money for the project, still needs to sign off before the deal is finalized. Interim 
CCTA general manager Paul Bohne said he expected that to happen within weeks. 

Meantime, Bohne declined to disclose the sale price of the property. So did Ryan. 

Whatever it is, Ryan said it's not nearly enough to cover the cost of buying a 
new home for the business, or building a new headquarters from the ground up. 
Commercial property is scarce and expensive in Burlington, and Ryan fears he will 
have to move to an outlying community, potentially losing his Queen City customer 

"I agreed to an amount I didn’t want to, but it’s come to the point where you 
can’t fight,” Ryan said. “I would much rather stay here.” 
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EDUCATION 

Vermont State College System: 
New Chancellor, Same Struggle 






Outgoing VSC chancellor Tim Donovan rejected the notion 
of consolidating the state schools, in part because every 
campus is a major economic driver. There has been some talk 






UPDATE: Fall enrollment was 
down at all five schools in the 
Vermont State College system 
compared to last year. The total 
number of students has dropped 
roughly 5 percent, to around 
8,928 ftill-time equivalents. 

At the end of October, Dan 
Smith, who had served for seven 
months as interim president of 
Vermont Technical College, was 
named the school’s president. 

About a month later, Smith an- 
nounced eight faculty layoffs. 

Smith said the cuts were 
necessary to stabilize the 
school. 

Overall, he said in a phone interview, “I am still 
bullish on the college. We are doing all the things that 
people wish that higher education did: We’re career- 
oriented, our students get great jobs and we teach in 


a hands-on way.” He 
continues, ‘When you 
look at the industries 
that drive the Vermont 
economy, Vermont Tech 
graduates play an outsize 
role.” Smith also points 
out that though overall 
enrollment may be down, 
certain keystone programs 
have seen upticks — the 
number of nursing stu- 
dents, for instance, has 
risen by 13 percent. 

There’s other leadership 
news, too: Jeb Spaulding, 
who has served as Gov. 
Peter Shumlin’s secretary 
of administration, will move 
into the chancellor’s office in 
January. Because he does not yet represent the VSC 
system, Spaulding declined to comment. 

— E.D.S. 



LAW 

Buffers and Bubbles: A Legal Quandary for 
Burlington and Planned Parenthood 



At the same time, the city was trying to resolve a legal battle from 2012, when six pro-life 
protesters sued Burlington in federal court over the buffer zone. The women lost but the 



UPDATE: The city and the plaintiffs are still haggling over who will pay the lat- 
ter’s attorney fees. Burlington recently filed a motion asking the court to decide, 
according to Blackwood. 

In late October, the council set aside the bubble zone proposal in favor of a 
more cautious approach: Councilors banned harassment outside of reproductive 
health clinics. They authorized police officers to keep protesters at least 25 feet 
away from clinics for as long as 12 hours and to levy heavy fines — up to $800 — on 
offenders as punishment. 

‘While we are disappointed that we couldn’t have something stronger,” 
Krowinski said, “it was something out of the control of the mayor and city council.” 

Councilor Chip Mason explained, ‘What we did try to do was sort of craft the 
middle line." If it didn't work, councilors promised they would go back to the 
drawing board. 

If you assumed harassment was already illegal, you’re right. Some of the behav- 
ior described in the ordinance would likely fall under the category' of disorderly 
conduct, Blackwood said, but, she pointed out, the revised ordinance clarifies 
which types of behavior aren't permitted and adds specific penalties for violations. 

What counts as harassment? Approaching in a threatening manner, using 
abusive language or violent gestures, touching someone without their consent, 
or continuously attempting to engage with someone who’s made it cleai" they're 
not interested. 

More importantly, is the ban on these behaviors, which took effect November 
19, working? 

Krowinski said it’s too soon to say, but Planned Parenthood is monitoring the 
situation closely. 

“So far there have been no problems whatsoever,” said Agnes Clift, one of the 
regular protesters and a plaintiff in the unresolved lawsuit. ‘We've been able to 
continue our activities as we’ve always done in the past.” 

Between two and 15 protesters still show up twice a week, according to Krowinski. 

And, as women on both sides pointed out: The police haven’t been called to St 
Paul Street since the law passed. 
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POLITICS 

Bernie Beat’s First 
Viral Scoop: Sanders’ 
Forgotten Folk Album 






career. The digital project hosted links to 
the crooning and also put it in context. 

We described Sanders as having a "guttural. 



fluff and national media outlets turned 
their attention to Sanders’ positions on 
the Federal Reserve and Asian free-trade 
agreements. 

HAHAHAHA, kidding! 

The story went viral, earning play 
in the Washington Post and the New 
York Times and on the Huffington 
Post, Fox News, MSNBC and eventu- 
ally local media outlets. 

Lockwood decided to capitalize on 
the buzz. 

He remastered and reissued the 
album just in time for the holiday 
season, and believes it could end up 
as BurlingTown Recordings' all-time 
biggest seller. 

Lockwood declined to provide hard 
numbers, but said he has had to restock 



supplies at four Burlington stores that 
are now selling the CD — Phoenix 
Books, Burlington Records, Pure Pop, 


and the Peace and Justice Center. 
The album is also available for digi- 
tal download on Amazon and Google 
Play, and Lockwood hoped it would be 
offered on iTunes by mid-December. 

The track that has been the most 
downloaded is, by a wide margin, 
“This Land is Your Land," Lockwood 

“That, in an unexpected way, has 
the makings of a cult hit of a sort,” 
Lockwood said. “It’s so different. It’s 
just coming from left field.” 

Lockwood gave the senator’s 
Burlington office a heads-up when he 
decided to reissue the album. He said 
he hasn’t heard from Sanders. 

“I don’t see how it could hurt 
them,” Lockwood said. “If anything, 
if Bernie decides to run, I think it will 
add an angle to his campaign that no 
other candidate will have. There's 
something real about this project.” 

- M.D. 


HEALTH 

Vermonters Fight Ebola in Liberia 



left in September on a three-week mission to teach people - in particular; health care 
workers - how to avoid contracting the disease. 


tious disease expert, and Margaret Tandoh. a trauma surgeon and Liberian native, also left 
for West Africa. Both were pictured in a full-page ad in the New Vork Times that featured 
four Ebola-fighting doctors. 


UPDATE: By the time Goode returned from Liberia, he had already signed up for 
another Ebola-related mission: directing a safety-training course for health care 
workers heading to West Africa. Goode is stationed in Alabama at least through 
March, but he briefly returned to Vermont in November and squeezed in a lunch- 
time slideshow for a roomful of health department coworkers. 

In Liberia, he told them, he spent most of his time in a region that includes the 
massive Firestone rubber plantation. He had to get permission from local leaders 
to show key community members how to handle Ebola patients, including how 
much distance to maintain, how to handle 
soiled linens and what to wear when clean- 
ing up vomit. 

Drivingwas difficult, according to Goode 
— Chinese road construction companies 
had abandoned the work, leaving treacher- 
ous ruts and giant puddles. He witnessed 
power outages, insufficient cell service and 
widespread shortages of medical resources. 

Goode acknowledged that the work had 
been draining. “There were moments when 
I cried. I would go back to my room and just 
lose it, and I was not the only one,” he said. 

But it could have been worse. “I did not 
have to tell children that their parents had 





died. I had colleagues who did, and you 
can imagine what that’s like.” 

Dr. Sadigh arrived back in the 
United States on December 14 and 
planned to spend his holiday in “self- 
confinement,” limiting contact with 

Along with Dr. Tandoh, who could 
not be reached for comment, he had 
helped establish a treatment unit in 
the port city of Buchanan. In an email, 
Sadigh noted that by the time he left, 
Ebola cases in cities were waning, and 
the majority of beds in treatment units 
were empty. 

Some of the challenges he encoun- 
tered: trying to decipher chlorine- 
soaked medical records; tolerating 
insects inside a protective full-body 
suit; and witnessing a 3-year-old watch 
her mother succumb to Ebola. 

Still, Sadigh described the actual 
work as straightforward: “Collectively, 
we place urinary catheters or change 
diapers of terminally sick patients. 
We draw blood and handle blood 
samples, urging patients to eat ... For 
all our training, the list of practical 
skills is modest ... The larger task that 
we quietly perform is paying mind 
that our patients die with comfort and 
dignity from an otherwise devastating 
disease.” 


- A.F. 






HOUSING 

A Hole in the Ground 
Was His Home 


UPDATE: Approximately one week 
later, Seven Days got a tip that Latulippe 
was moving and arrived to find him dis- 
mantling his cliffside den. He said that 
Burlington cops had ordered him — along with several other homeless people who 
lived nearby — to leave. Upset but defiant, Latulippe said the eviction had “lit a fire 
under him.” He planned to leave Burlington and build a teepee. 

What exactly led to Latulippe’s displacement? Police Chief Mike Schirling said 
he could not confirm whether they’d responded to a call about Latulippe. But 
Schirling did say that Burlington College — which owns the land Latulippe built on 
— made a complaint about homeless encampments on its property the week before 
the 100,000 Homes Campaign took place. Police visited the encampments and later 
contacted social workers to offer services to the people living there, according to 
Schirling, who said he found no record of police actually ordering an eviction. 

Burlington College did not respond to an interview request. 

Latulippe could not be reached for this story. He was one of 210 homeless people 
that the 100,000 Homes Campaign surveyed in Burlington. According to the data 
collected, 141 of them had been homeless for more than a year. 

- A.F. 
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EDUCATION 

Approval of School 
District Merger May 
Signal Statewide Trend 



to streamline the decision-making process 
for the district's six elementary schools, two 











UPDATE: A 2-1 majority approved 
the proposal, with voters in Bolton, 
Huntington, Jericho, Richmond and 


Underhill casting 4,228 votes in favor 
and 2,005 against. 

All the towns except Huntington, 
which voted no, backed the plan by large 
margins. Under state law, Huntington’s 
school board will thus remain in exis- 
tence and separate from what is termed 
a "modified union district.” 

Michael Marks, an attorney who 
chaired a study committee that recom- 
mended approval, said recently that the 
voters’ verdict “gives us an opportunity 
to work together in a school district 
that’s right-sized.” 

“I believe in community control of 
schools,” Marks added, “but there can be 
community stretching beyond a town’s 
boundaries. School districts have got to 
be large enough to achieve efficiencies.” 

He suggested that the outcome could 
inspire voters in other parts of Vermont 
to undertake board consolidation efforts, 
perhaps leading eventually to actual 
mergers of some of Vermont’s smallest 
schools. 

— K.J.K. 


HISTORY 

Bull Market for 
Ye Olde Vermont 
Documents 



the 14th state. The act of Congress 
bears the signature of Thomas 



UPDATE: Most of the documents 
sold for prices that were well 
above what Swann had estimated. 
The Vermont statehood declara- 
tion, one of 28 copies signed by 
Jefferson, went for $32,500; Swann 
had forecast that it would fetch 
between $15,000 and $25,000. 



The 1774 land deed signed 
by Ethan Allen sold for $13,750, 
more than triple its high esti- 
mate. A 1779 letter bearing the 
most famous signature in U.S. 
history — that of Declaration of 
Independence-endorser John 
Hancock — earned $20,000; 
Swann had predicted it would go 
for between $8,000 and $12,000. 

The lowest estimate had 
been $200 to $300 for a land 
grant signed in 1782 by Thomas 
Chittenden, the state's first gov- 
ernor. Despite its poor condition, 
it sold for $1,430. 

The estimated price range 
proved accurate for an 1808 letter 
signed by then-U.S. secretary of 
state John Quincy Adams notify- 
ing the editors of the Vermont 
Republican in Windsor that their 
newspaper had been chosen to 
publish U.S. congressional docu- 
ments; it sold for $1,375. 

The letter signed by Ira Allen in 
1806 failed to reach the estimated 
price of $2,000 to $3,000, instead 
dling for $1,500. 


— K.J.K. 
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Vermont’s Drive-Ins: And Then There Were Three 



BY MARGOT HARRISON 

1 11 our 2014 Summer Preview issue 
(May 21), staff writer Ken Picard 
asked, “Is the Curtain Rising or 
Falling on Vermont’s Drive-Ins?” 
The owners of Vermont's four drive-in 
movie theaters faced three choices, he 
wrote: convert to digital projection (at 
approximately $80,000 per screen), 
gamble on the continued availability of 
35mm film prints, or close. 

With major Hollywood studios an- 
nouncing the phaseout of film, the 
owners of the state's indoor theaters 
have already bitten the bullet and gone 
digital. But it’s an even bigger commit- 
ment for drive-ins, which are seasonal 
businesses with erratic attendance. “You 
need good weather with a great movie," 
says peter trapp of the fairlee motel & 

DRIVE-IN THEATER. “It’S the luck of the 

Since Picard’s report, Vermont has 
lost one outdoor movie option. As the St. 
Albans Messenger reported in July, that 
town’s 66-year-old drive-in “has seen its 
last picture show.” 

What of the other three drive-ins? 
The one-screen Fairlee went digital 
last summer, while at Colchester’s four- 
screen SUNSET DRIVE-IN THEATRE, OWner 
peter handy plans to take things slow. 

Meanwhile, adam cerhard and regina 
franz, the New Hampshire couple 
who were in the process of converting 


Bethel’s tiny randall drive-in, report 
that the property's owner has declined 
to renew their seasonal lease. In early 
October, Gerhard says in a phone inter- 
view, they received a letter asking them 
to vacate, taking their lease-to-own digi- 
tal projector with them. 

It’s a blow to the pair, who had done 
“a lot of renovations” at the drive-in, says 
Franz, including repairing and painting 
the screen and overhauling the conces- 
sions. In May, their Kickstarter cam- 
paign for a digital projector raised about 
$22,000 — enough for a down payment. 

“We really did get community support 
behind us,” says Gerhard. He notes that 
the 140-car theater had four sold-out 
nights in 2013 — rare in recent decades. 
On the Randalls’ Facebook page, the 
couple's announcement that they would 
not return drew more than 50 comments 
lamenting the loss. Many noted that the 
drive-m would have difficult}' surviving in 
coming years without digital projection. 

Although Gerhard and Franz had re- 
cently purchased new 35mm equipment, 
the switch to digital became imperative 
when “we had a hard time getting film 
this past season,” says Gerhard. They 
changed over in the third week of June. 

Some people inherit drive-ins; others, 
like Trapp, get into the business because 
of fond childhood memories of outdoor 
cinema. Gerhard and Franz don’t have 


those, they say. “But once we started going 
[to drive-ins] as patrons, we became very 
involved with them,” Gerhard says, “and 
we thought, How about running one?” To 
operate the Randall on weekends, they 
commuted more than 100 miles from 
Newmarket, N.H., where Gerhard works 
as a web developer. 

“Now I’m the one making payments 
on this projector,” Gerhard says ruefully. 
“We’ve been looking for other drive-ins 
or even land to build our own. We’ve 
been contacted by a few drive-ins much 
further away.” 


Their preference, they say, would 
be to continue running the Randall. At 
press time, owner scott corse had not 
responded to requests for comment on 
his plans for the property. 

“We want the Randall to survive re- 
gardless of who runs it,” Gerhard says. 
“We wish [Corse] the best of luck, even 
if we can’t be there.” 

In Colchester, Handy is busy running 
the Starlight Inn, the year-round, movie- 
themed motel that he opened in May next 
to his Sunset Drive-In. He says he has no 
intention of closing the theater, which his 


Lyric Theatre Company Prepares 
to Buy a $1.3 Million Home 


L yric theatre company, a pioneer 
in Burlington's theater scene, has 
produced biannual musicals on 
the flynn mainstage for more than 
40 years — since before the Flynn existed 
as a nonprofit entity and performing-arts 
center. Now entering its fifth decade, the 
community-theater group has staged 85 
musicals and has hundreds of volunteers 

Though Lyric is “tied at the hip" to the 
Flynn, as former Flynn Center executive 
director anorea Rogers described it to 
Seven Days in March 2014, the company 
has never had a permanent space to call 
home. Over the years, members have re- 
hearsed scenes and dances, created hun- 
dreds of thousands of props, and stored 
myriad costumes and set pieces in rented 


spaces throughout Chittenden County. 
When we profiled Lyric last spring, the 
company was in the throes of rehearsing 
Les Miserables and slightly more than 
halfway through a capital campaign. The 
goal: $1.4 million to purchase its current 
administrative building and rehearsal 
space on Leroy Road in Williston. 

Now, having raised just shy of $1 mil- 
lion as of press time for this issue, Lyric’s 
board of directors is prepared to make 
the leap in the first week of the New Year. 

“We’re a go!” exclaimed Lyric execu- 
tive director syndi zook in a phone call 
last week. “It's happening." 

Lyric’s board has made the call to 
purchase the building now and take 
advantage of low interest rates, Zook 
added. The building's price tag is $1.3 



million. The remaining $100,000 of the 
capital-campaign total, she explained, 
will be poured into renovations of the 
space, including updating the electrical 
and plumbing systems. 

When all is said and done, Lyric “will 
have a dedicated area for each function of 
musical theater, all under one roof," Zook 
said. “We’ll have a dedicated area for cast 
rehearsal, a dance floor with mirrors. 
We’ll have a dedicated area for costumes 
and for storage of the thousands of cos- 
tumes that we’ve created. And we'll have 
a dedicated area for props and sets, to 
build and store them so we won’t have 
to tear them apart [after shows.] We'll be 
able to keep them and use them again and 
lend them out to community groups and 
schools.” 

Renovations will also create adminis- 
trative offices and an archive of photos, 
posters, dramaturgical research, and 
videos from Lyric’s long production his- 
tory. The Flynn Center’s current board of 
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family has owned since 1948. But when it 
comes to digital conversion, Handy adds. 


“We w 


it. We're 


:o feel it 


out.” That could mean converting 
projector for the coming season. 

‘We’re in denial about 
this digital thing," Handy 
says with a hearty laugh. 

Studios, he points out, “have 
been saying for years that 
this is the last year of film. It 
hasn’t happened yet.” 

Case in point: Last 
summer, a 35mm print of 
Marvel’s Guardians of the 
Galaxy “had tremendous 
legs for us,” Handy says. In 
the fall, when new prints 
became harder to obtain, the 
drive-in “picked up the slack" with ; 
programming. Cars lined up for Steven 


NEED TO 
ATTEND IT. 

PETER TRAPP 


Trapp figured out how to stop burning 
out bulbs prematurely, he was happy 
with the “brighter picture” and “crisper” 
sound. “It’s like night and day,” he says. 

While new technology keeps 
drive-ins alive, the key 
to their future may lie in 
their power to evoke the 
past. Retro diner chain 
Johnny Rockets recently 
announced a partnership 
with USA Drive-Ins, an 
Indiana company with 
plans to open a whopping 
200 new drive-ins by 2018. 
Bloomberg Businessweek 
suggested in October that 
drive-ins have become a 
“relic of Americana,” just 
like Johnny Rockets’ decor. 

And that’s a selling point. “For 


Spielberg’s E.T. the Exrta-Terrestrial families and groups in the si 
(1982), which “behaved like a first-run the nostalgia that drives the drive-ir 


says. He promises more classic flicks 
next year, though “not as a steady diet” 
Down in Fairlee, Trapp joins other 


theater o 


But if Vermonters want the option 
f movies under the stars, they’d better 
t “If you have a local drive-in, 


l lamenting a slow you really need to attend it,” Trapp says. 


year for the film business and increased 
competition from “people downloading 
the movies.” His digital equipment isn’t 
cheap — a successful May Kickstarter 
contributed $38,000 — and it came with 
a “learning curve,” he says. But once 


With three theaters left, that’s a hard 


directors raised the money for creating 
the archive and donated it to Lyric as a 
gift. 

Lyric’s first show was Ho w to Succeed 
in Business Without Really Trying, 
performed in 1974 in what’s now the 

FLYNN CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS. 

At the time, the art-deco building on 
Burlington’s Main Street was an under- 
utilized movie house with a crumbling 
basement floor and no plumbing. 
Lyric’s founding members brought in 
Porta-Potties, laid planks across the 
mud in the rehearsal room and put on 

From those humble beginnings, 
two Burlington theater powerhouses 
emerged. In 1980, Lyric launched a 
fundraising campaign to buy the Flynn, 
initially sharing its board of directors 
with a new nonprofit formed to manage 
the venue. Over time, the Flynn devel- 
oped its own board and purchased the 
building. 


Lyric has continued to stage two 
big Broadway musicals on the Flynn 
MainStage each year — and that won't 
change after it purchases the building 
in Williston, Zook emphasized. 

“We’ll continue to perform shows at 
the Flynn, but we need a place to make 
it!” she said. “I keep calling [the build- 
ing] a creation space. When I call it a 
production space, people get confused.” 

Lyric wrapped its fall production, 
The Producers, in November. Next 
spring it will stage the musical version 
of Legally Blonde. Once the building 
is purchased in January, Zook hopes 
to conclude the capital campaign by 
summer. “Then renovations can begin 
over the summer, and we can begin oc- 
cupying the building by next fall," she 
said. © 

info 
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Opera Theatre of Weston’s Secret Weapon? 
A Classic Story Made New 


Y AMY LILLY 


>t often that a new opera pre- 
| mieres at the San Francisco Opera, 


i squirrel, a fox, 


production — plus 
a faun and a crow. 

The opera was commissioned by 
David Gockley, the country's 


■ then heads straight to Vermont. Yet 

the OPERA THEATRE OF WESTON 1 

aged to accomplish just that with The prominent champion of new opera. 
Secret Garden, an SFO-commissioned As general director of the SFO — 
2013 opera based on the beloved 1911 
novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett. The 

OTW will produce a revised version of host of works now integral t< 


The Secret Garden for its East Coast pre- 
miere at three post-holiday matinees in 
Rutland and Weston. 

use messier, who founded OTW with 
fellow voice teacher nan mall in 1999, says by commissioning Gasser, a Bay 
she couldn’t resist the idea of staging the Area composer with wide-ranging 
opera when she spotted the SFO listing musical abilities but 
at the back of the national magazine 
Opera News. OTW exists to bring opera 
to children, and the classic story seemed 
the perfect vehicle. In Burnett’s novel, 
two spoiled and neglected 10-year-olds, 

Mary Lennox and her cousin Colin thing from jazz compositions 
Craven, befriend each other and discover Broadway-bound musical Benny 
a passion for living through the healing and Joon 
power of nature. 


repertoire, including Mark Adamo's 
Little Women and John Adams' 
Nixon in China. 

Gockley presumably took a leap 


o previous 
experience writing opera. Reached 
at his Petaluma, Calif., home, the 
50-year-old calls himself “a classi- 
cal composer, among other things.” 
Gasser, also a pianist, writes every- 


oratorio on Booker 
Wright (an African American 



Typically, the company produces waiter at a whites-only restaurant 


operas with children's parts, such e 
Mozart’s The Magic Flute and Noye’s 
Fludde by Britten, so that young audi- 


in the mid-'60s South, whose outspoken- 
ss had tragic consequences). 
“[Gockley] knew I had a penchant for 


e their peers onstage. But writing for voice,” Gasser recalls. He adds 
The Secret Garden, written (and billed) that the director’s only requirement was 
i “family-friendly” opera rather than that the family opera be based on a story 
in the public domain. 

Gasser may have 
been uniquely quali- 
fied to compose an 
opera that would 
appeal to modem 
ears. For eight years, 
beginning in 1999, 
he analyzed and dis- 
sected “tons and tons" 
of music of every 
genre for the stream- 
ing service Pandora, 
assigning each piece 
a set of musical attributes from among 
hundreds in the service’s complex algo- 
rithm. “It gave me a window into musical 
construction and the potential of musical 
expression," Gasser says. 

With The Secret Garden, Gasser aimed 
for accessibility, though he also hopes his 
will “stand up to the repertoire.” Of 


a children's 
has no singing parts 
for kids; even the 
10-year-olds are sung 
by an adult soprano 
and tenor. Messier 
admits the opera has 
“the most demand- 

worked with." She has 
engaged professional 
singers, most of them 
former students, from 
around the country — 
including New York City soprano Lora 
Rachel Davidson, who will sing Mary. 

The absence of young performers 
didn't seem to matter to the reportedly 
packed audiences in San Francisco, 
where reviewers noted the uniformly 
rapt attention of younger listeners. But 
to maintain OTW's mission of “opera 
for kids with kids,” Messier and Nall the three brief, piano-accompanied e 


[OPERA] MAY SUFFER 
ECONOMICALLY. BUT 

THESE GRANDER FORMS 
OF EXPRESSION ARE 
PART OF WHO WE ARE. 

NOLAN GASSER, COMPOSER 


created five animal parts with the per- 
mission of composer Nolan Gasser and 
librettist Carey Harrison. Local children website, 
will play the robin — a central character 


cerpts from the opera (which is scored for 
10 instruments) that Gasser posted on his 
particularly simple, direct 
reach children effectively: the 


n the book and a dancing part in this theme. After viewing the San Francisco 


performances with librettist Harrison, 
Gasser expanded that theme into an 
aria for the OTW production and made 
several other changes to help the music 
“communicate more directly.” 

Harrison introduced his own revi- 
sion: Unlike the novel, the OTW pro- 
duction begins in England and flashes 
back to Mary's time in India. Harrison’s 
background is the stage. The son of two 
Hollywood actors — Rex Harrison, who 
played Henry Higgins in My Fair Lady ; 
and Lilli Palmer — he has a staggering list 
of plays, novels, musicals and BBC radio 
and television works to his credit. But, as 
with Gasser, The Secret Garden was his 
first foray into opera. 

Harrison declares during a phone call 
from his Woodstock, N.Y., home that the 
experience of writing an opera libretto 
made him realize the form is “a higher 
order of artistic accomplishment” than 
he’d been used to. That’s because the 
actors also have to sing and the crew is 
much larger. “There are stage managers 
for both sides of the stage,” Harrison 
marvels in his native British accent. 

The composer and librettist met seren- 
dipitously at a performance in California: 
Harrison was narrating a symphony 
by Gasser commissioned by Harrison’s 
brother-in-law. As The Secret Garden 
librettist, Harrison took the approach of 
first, not getting in the way of Gasser's 


I music — “The librettist is always 
second banana,” he quips — and, 
second, staying faithful to Burnett. “I 
love her book,” says the writer. 

Yet Harrison confronted a real 
linguistic challenge, he recalls. “You 
don't know whether or how much 
to retain the 19th-century feel of the 
original. You can't indulge fully in a 
pastiche of an old style of language, 
nor can you let fly with your own 
vernacular.” 

What he came up with, during 
bicoastal exchanges over a period of 
years — including one 17-hour phone 
L conversation — always seemed to 
1 work for Gasser, Harrison recalls. 
Is “I felt [Gasser] would have set the 
| phone book to music without any 
§ trouble,” he jokes. 

I j Harrison cites the “simple and 
1 5 pared-down” libretto of Britten’s 
| The Turn of the Screw, another 
g opera based on a literary work of 
an older era, as “the greatest ever 
written.” Though Secret was a first 
for him, the librettist has had a lifetime of 
opera appreciation. His mother’s sister 
had a BBC opera program he listened to 
as a child, and she took him to see operas 
regularly, requiring first that “before you 
went, you sat down with the libretto in 
your hands and listened to the whole 
opera on LP all night.” 

Opera lovers on that order are 
dwindling, and some opera companies 
are struggling to survive, including 
Vermont’s own green mountain opera 
festival, which has canceled its 2015 
season. According to Messier, OTW’s 
private donations are down this year, but 
its corporate gifts and grants are up, most 
likely because of the ambitious prospect 
of staging a promising new opera. 

Gasser opines that opera “will never 
really die. [It] may suffer economically, 
but these grander forms of expression 
are part of who we are.” 

With young audiences as its target, 
Opera Theatre of Weston may be keep- 
ing that expression alive in Vermont As 
Harrison points out, “There was no end of 
kids in San Francisco, and you hope maybe 
this is the way opera can survive.” © 

INFO 




Feathered Friends 
Forever: A Founder’s 
Legacy Lives On at the 
Birds of Vermont Museum 


B ob Spear, cofounder of 
Huntington’s birds of Vermont 
museum, always considered his 
remarkably lifelike wooden 
bird sculptures to be purpose-built. A 
lifelong conservationist and educator, 
Spear maintained that his 500-plus 
sculptures were designed to inform 
museum visitors — especially young 
ones — about the natural world, and to 
instill in them an appreciation for it. 

Yet, as Seven Days wrote on February 
12, Spear’s work might justifiably be 
considered trompe l’oeil art, as well: His 
wooden birds look more realistic than 
many works of taxidermy. Spear never 
viewed himself an artist, but that’s 
no reason not to view his carvings as 
artworks. 

Spear died in October at age 94. 
Though he'd stepped back from 
museum administration — and from 
carving — in recent years, he remained 
a member of the museum’s board until 
just before his death. And he could often 
be found by the museum’s large ground- 
floor window engaged in his favorite 
activity: bird-watching. 

erin talmage, executive director of 
the BOVM, says that, for museum staff 
and supporters, Spear's passing was 
more of an emotional issue than an ad- 
ministrative one. “Everybody’s very sad, 
and it feels like the end of an era,” says 
Talmage, who knew Spear for 20 years. 
“But the museum itself was prepared 
for [his death]. I miss him a lot, but, to 
be honest, watching him decline was, 
for me, harder than his actual death.” 

When Spear cofounded BOVM in 
1987, he laid out its educational and con- 
servationist mission, which continues to 


guide the nonprofit museum. “Bob had 
written out his vision a few years ago,” 
Talmage says, “and was pretty specific 
about what he was hoping for.” That 
vision includes keeping the museum 
a small-scale enterprise, hosting pro- 
grams and exhibits that emphasize the 
craft of woodcarving, and maintaining 
the trails that meander over 40 of the 
museum’s 100 acres. 

Still, some changes are in the works, 
says Talmage. The museum staff plans to 
solicit the works of other woodcarvers, 
and hopes to enter into a partnership 
with the nonprofit organization New 
England Woodcarvers. And a plan is 
afoot to construct a bird blind in Spear’s 
honor near a pond on museum grounds, 
pending board approval. 

Talmage notes that, in the two 
months since Spear died, she’s often 
been asked if the museum will endure. 
Indeed it will, she says, in large part 
owing to Spear's own efforts. “Bob and 
the board set up [the museum] 27 years 
ago so that it would last longer than ev- 
eryone involved,” she says, “and they did 
a great job with that." Spear, for instance, 
formally donated all his carvings to the 
museum, a legally independent entity, to 
forestall quibbles over ownership. 

Studies have found that regular inter- 
action with the natural world is beneficial 
to human health, Talmage points out. In 
that regard, she says, the Birds of Vermont 
Museum is as relevant as ever. © 

INFO 
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Some of the highlights among 
these 118 pieces are old-master 
prints by Albrecht DOrer and 
Rembrandt, 19th-century depictions 
of opera subjects by Henri Fantin- 
Latour, images of social unrest by 
Kathe Kollwitz, and satirical political 
images by Honore Daumier. Early- 
20th-century German expressionist 
prints also express social criticism. 

By contrast, the O'Neils' gift of 
39 photographs by 17 artists skews 
toward the late 20 th century and 
early 21st. Collectors for more than 
two decades, they donated to the 
Hood trendsetting large-scale color 
images and aerial environmental 
shots, as well as photos in traditional 
genres such as portraiture. The 
works by internationally recognized 
photographers — including Edward 
Burtynsky, who was exhibited at 
the shelburne museum alongside 
Ansel Adams in 2010 — will be used 
to enhance "the museum's ability 
to teach contemporary art and a 
wide swath of subjects across the 
curriculum," states museum director 

MICHAEL TAYLOR. 

Works from both of the donated 
collections will appear in future 
exhibits at the Hood, according to 
museum staff. 


PAMELA POLSTOf 


STATEO/THEarte 


It was a very good year for the 

HOOD MUSEUM OF ART. I n 2014, the 

Dartmouth College institution 
received two major donations of 
artwork from alums. The college was 
already an art lovers' destination, 
offering such attractions as the 
stunning "The Epic of American 
Civilization' mural by Jose Clemente 
Orozco in the Baker Library. Exhibits 
included the likes of Picasso prints, 
aboriginal paintings, and the 
recently closed "Witness: Art and 
Civil Rights in the Sixties." The gifts 
of contemporary photography from 
Nancy and Tom O'Neil (class of 79) 
and of European and American art 
from the late Barbara J. and David 
G. Stahl (class of '47) add nearly 160 
pieces to the Hood's permanent 
collection. 

It's not every day — or year — that 
a college art museum can boast such 
acquisitions. 

The Stahl collection, assembled 
over three decades, "expresses some 
of the chief interests, preoccupations 
and viewpoints of the collectors," 
according to the museum. Those 
would include interests in music, 
social justice, spirituality and the 
human condition, and "an abhorrence 
of war, social intolerance and 
totalitarianism." The Stahls' collective 
eye led them primarily to prints, 
whose "strong thematic links" lend 
themselves to object-based teaching 
that is important to the Hood's 
mission as an academic museum. 


INFO 


Tune in to The Point 
on New Year’s Day 
for some great old music ... 
it’s 


Every song from every album and oil the singles 
they put out while they were active ... 

oil in alphabetical order ... 

That’s The Beatles A to Z starting 
at 8 am New Year’s Day on The Point! 


The.~ . 

point 

■ Independent Radio 





DRMNN+paneled 
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E THE STRAIGHT DOPE bvceciladams = 


Dear Cecil, 


I usually don't dare step into the abyss that is cryptozoology forums, 
but I recently discovered that one common counterargument to the 
skeptic's claim of a lack of evidence for Bigfoot is that we've never found 
bear bones in the wild, either. Supposedly the forest climate, flora and 
fauna break down carcasses to such a degree that the odds of finding 
one of a relatively rare apex predator would be near nil. So: Is it possible 
that a population of apes in some very isolated area of the western U.S. 
or Canada wouldn't have been detected at this point? How large would 
the population have to be to be self-sustaining, what kind of range would 
they need and is there a pocket of the North American wild where they 
could hide out? 

Joe Christianson 


o 


I feel you, Joe. Cryptozoology 
can be a cruel discipline, 
full of bitter old scientists 
with ruined reputations 
and plenty of internet anger. 
Sixty-five-plus years of keeping 
hope alive — Bigfoot prints first 
hit the news in 1958 — can take 
quite a toll on the psyche. 

This is not to say that the 
whole idea of an as-yet-undis- 
covered large mammal some- 
where in North America is com- 
pletely foolish. The Vu Quang 
ox of Vietnam and Laos wasn’t 
identified until 1992; the first 
live specimen wasn’t caught 
until ’94. The blue-testicled 
lesula monkey (whose delicate 
visage evokes a Renaissance- 
era Jesus) remained unknown 
to science until 2007. GQ ran an 
article this fall about an elusive 
hermit who had been living 
without human contact in a 
Maine forest for 27 years, sub- 
sisting on stolen Twinkies. The 
list goes on. 

Sadly, however, the ex- 
istence of 


extremely sneaky biped is 
unlikely — mostly because its 
caloric needs would require it 
to frequent too large an area for 
it to go unspotted forever. We’ll 
do a quick rundown: 

The cryptozoological con- 
sensus has it that Bigfoot is a 
primate, possibly some distant 
cousin to early man. Judging 
from the habits of other large 
primates (including humans), 
we’d expect Bigfoots to live on a 
mostly vegetarian diet of fruits, 
tubers, bark and leaves. They’d 
require 20 to 40 calories (and 
100 milliliters of fresh water) 
per kilogram of body weight per 
day. Given an estimated body 
weight of 180 kg (around 400 
pounds), we can guess Bigfoots 
must consume at least 3,600 cal- 
ories a day. Keep in mind that’s 
conservative: Orangutans, who 
only weigh around 100 pounds, 
eat between 2,500 calories, in 
lean times, and almost 8,000 
when food is plenty. 

Assuming food supplies 
permit, primate groups may 


keep to a small range of maybe 
a few hundred acres. But the 
bigger the species, generally 
speaking, the more foraging 
room they need per head — a 
western lowland gorilla can ac- 
count for 350-plus acres of its 
own and walk more than a ki- 
lometer a day in search of food. 
So unless the Bigfoots hap- 
pened on some unusually well- 
stocked turf, they’d often be out 
and about hunting calories. 

The number of Sasquatches 
necessary for a viable popula- 
tion depends on what your 
goals are. From a short-term 
genetic-diversity standpoint, 
there’d need to be something 
like 50 breeding Bigfoots — but 
even then you’d still have a 
lot of first-cousin reproduc- 
tion going on. To maintain any 
decent chance of genetic viabil- 
ity long term would probably 
take at least 10 times that many. 

Where might this large the- 
oretical community of Bigfoots 
reside? A 2009 study (designed 
to demonstrate some limits of 


software-based analysis) used a 
large collection of Bigfoot data 
— 646 records of alleged audi- 
tory and visual encounters plus 
footprints — to run an ecologi- 
cal-niche computer model. The 
model concluded that Bigfoot 
should be present through- 
out the mountain ranges of 
western North America, but 
predicted that the effects of 
climate change would likely 
drive it further north and into 
higher elevations, away from 
the coastlines. 

Perhaps more important, 
though: Plugging reports of 
black bear sightings in the 
Pacific Northwest into the 
same modeling software in- 
dicated that the bears should 
share exactly the same habitat. 
Since they also exhibit a similar 
size, poundage and full-body 


jiffure, the well-honed de- 
active mind might therefore 
include that people are com- 
monly mistaking black bears 
for celebrity sightings of 
Bigfoot. 

None of this has 
stopped Bigfoot believ- 
ers, who every so often 
have actually managed to 
get Sasquatch-preservation 
ordinances on the books in 
parts of Washington State. 
But let’s keep the obvi- 
ous in mind here: In all 
recorded history, a single 
confirmed Bigfoot fossil, bone, 
hair or flesh sample has never 
been found. DNA testing on al- 
leged remains of Sasquatches 
and yetis has been proven to 
come from cows, porcupines 
or occasionally the extremely 
odd-looking serow, but nothing 
previously undiscovered. 

As for the bear-carcass argu- 
ment: Yes, bear carcasses are 
rare finds, but plenty of well- 
documented examples have 
turned up, as well as enough 
fossils to support a theory of 
their evolution and reconstruct 
their migratory patterns. 

Could there be one lonely 
Sasquatch wandering around, 
the last of its species, just living 
out the days until its uncel- 
ebrated demise? Possibly. But if 
the final Bigfoot falls in a forest 
and no one is there to see it, will 
all those bitter cryptozoologists 
be vindicated? It’s doubtful. 
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HACKIE A VERMONT CABBIE'S REAR VIEW BY JERNIGAN PONTIAC 


The Big Not-So-Easy 


It ■ M ■ ell, this might be forward of me," I 
V mm m said to my customer, Brenda White, 
mM who was sitting beside me and 
enjoying the ride, “but your hair is 
simply fabulous. There’s no other word for it.” 

I knew that compliment might come across as 
stereotypically gay, and I was fine with it. Under the 
right inspiration, I’d venture to say there’s a gay man 
in every one of us, male and female alike. Brenda’s hair 
was a whipped halo of beauty, simultaneously stylized 
and earthy as all get-out. I couldn’t name the shade of 
red, only that it was as if a candy apple had exploded 
atop her head. Every woman has her signature element, 
and this was clearly Brenda’s. 

“Thank you for that, darlin’,’’ Brenda said. “That’s 
the thing about New Orleans — it’s always humid, and 
that frizzes up my hair. And you can’t wear anything 
made of wool. It would be like donning a wet blanket. 
When I moved there from Delaware 20 years ago, 
eventually I had to throw out every one of my beautiful 
wool dresses. But I considered it a small price to pay.” 

We were en route to Monkton, where Brenda 
would spend Christmas with her sister’s family. The 
driving conditions were not ideal, but more slushy than 
icy, thank goodness. If New Orleans is the Big Easy, 
Vermont is the Big Not-So-Easy. Safety being the first 
priority of any cabbie worth his salt, I drove slowly 
and deliberately through the gray afternoon, all the 
while basking in my customer’s sunny disposition. This 
woman was the opposite of a wet blanket. 

“So tell me about your new life in New Orleans. 
What a change from the East Coast.” 

“Oh, you got that right, honey. I was born to live 
down there. It was always in my soul. I have a cute 
condo in the French Quarter, and I sell real estate for 
a living. And for Mardi Gras, I ride with an all-women 
krewe called the Muses.” 

“Awesome!" I said. “Are there other all-women 
krewes, or is yours the only one?” 


“I think there’s a new one started up called Isis. 
But we were the first. Our thing is throwing these 
elaborately decorated shoes. For months in advance, v 


all m 


it up to work on ’em. There’s usually about 30 of older generation. I n 


referred to himself as an ‘old-school, coon-ass driver.’ I 
know the term ‘coon-ass’ sounds racist, but that’s how 
Cajun men refer to themselves, especially the 


le of these get-togethers, and we have a ball, 
let me tell you. The basic shoe itself is manufactured in 
China, but we do all the embroidery and beadwork. On 
Mardi Gras, the crowds line up 10, 20 deep for a chance 
at one of our shoes. The things 
are amazing pieces of art, too.” 

“Oh, man,” I said. “I think New Orleans culture is 
America’s jewel — the music, the food, the people. I 
once saw a show about the Mardi Gras Indian tribes, 
these groups of African American men who dress up 
and parade in their own fantastic take 
on Native Americans. It being New 
Orleans, a distinct musical tradition is 
also part of the whole performance. It’s 
all so beautiful to me, and you couldn't 
make it up. It’s like some gorgeous 
dream world.” 

Brenda was nodding her head. 

“We have mad love for the Mardi Gras 
Indians, and their thing is all done in 
homage, out of respect. You know their motto, right? 

‘Don’t bow, don’t know how.’ That right there is the 
spirit of the Mardi Gras Indians." 

“Do you also attend the famous jazz festival?” 

“Are you kidding me, darlin’? My first one was 
during a chance visit in 1987, and I haven’t missed it 
since. Certainly not since I moved there permanently 
in ’95. That music is the air I breathe.” Brenda paused think I’ll keep it between 
to chuckle before adding, “Yes, sir — the hot, moist, 
humid air.” 

“Boy, I could use some of that moist, humid air right 
about now. The dry, freezing air is already beginning to 
wear me down, and it’s still December.” 

Brenda said, “I’ll see what I can do. I had a great 
talk with my cabdriver to the airport this morning. He 


it feels like a point of pride, at least when used 
among the Cajuns.” 

“Yeah, I know what you mean. Every ethnic group 
has labels like that. It’s cool to use one if you’re a 
coveted. Our floats member of the tribe. If you’re not, I wouldn't.” 

In Hinesburg, we took the diagonal onto Silver 
Street, 10 minutes — give or take — from our destination. 
Brenda turned to me to speak, and I could tell she was 
being thoughtful. 

“Here’s the thing about New Orleans,” she said 
softly, “and the reason I love it so. 
There’s space in that city for every type 
of person. You simply can’t be too weird 
or eccentric for the Big Easy. That’s why 
Katrina couldn’t kill the place. We all 
need it too much to let it go.” 

We drove in relaxed silence the 
remainder of the way, just listening 
to the wet snow splashing under the 
wheels, gazing out at the weighted, 
white-coated evergreens lining the road. I thought 
about how lucky Brenda was to have found a place to 
live that so embodied and expressed her spirit. I'm 
lucky that way, too. I found Vermont 35 years ago — the 
Big Not-So-Easy. 

I really like that nickname, I thought, and smiled to 
lyself. But I won’t be printing up any T-shirts. Nope, I 
and Vermont. ® 


THIS WOMAN WAS 
THE OPPOSITE OF 
AWETBLANKET. 


All these stories are true, though n 
may be altered to protect privacy. 
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Life Stories 


Remembering Vermonters who died in 2014 

BY SEVEN DAYS STAFF 


M ore than 5,100 people died in Vermont in 2014, 
according to the Vermont Department of Health. 
Some of them — such as former senator Jim 
Jeffords, Vermont Law School professor Cheryl 
Hanna and poet Galway Kinnell — made headlines. 

Most didn't, living largely out of the public eye. But each 
one had friends, loved ones and, in many cases, careers or 
interests that contributed to the civic, economic and cultural 
fabric of the state. 

Some of the deceased have already been featured in this 
paper, with obituaries in our Life Lines section. But for this 


year-end issue. Seven Days writers researched their own ac- 
counts of some remarkable Vermonters who died in 2014. 
Woven throughout this collection of miniprofiles are several 
familiar narratives — among them the rise of a local tech 
company, the tragic consequences of heroin addiction, the 
loss of rural traditions and the defiant persistence of free 
spirits. 

In sharing these stories, we aim to honor the memories of 
those who died, and to deepen readers’ understanding of the 
diverse and extraordinary array of people who call Vermont 
home. ® 




“I’ve Climbed the Next Mountain” 


One March day a few years ago, when 
southern Vermont was covered in snow, 
Shanti Brubaker got a call from Anne 
Mausolff, her then-octogenarian friend. 
“She calls me up and says, ‘I want you to 
come over and take pictures of me. I’m 
jumping off the house today,'” Brubaker 

So she drove to her friend's octagonal 
home in Andover. After Brubaker ar- 
rived, Mausolff clambered onto the roof 
and then leapt, joyfully, into the high 
snow banks piled near the side of the 
house. Then she did it again. 

An eightysomething 
woman jumping from a 
roof for fun might seem 
unusual, but Brubaker 
wasn’t surprised. 

Mausolff was a fiercely 
independent woman, 
friends say; smart, well 
read, strong in mind 
and body. She built her 
house herself, with help 
from her father and 
friends; she lived there 
alone for 38 years, much 
of that time without 
running water. Her 
90th birthday present 
to herself? Her first hot water heater. 
Mausolff moved to West River Valley 
Senior Housing in Townshend just a 
few months before she died on June 8 
of natural causes. She was 91. 

By all accounts, Mausolff led an 
unusually full life. Bom in Boston, 
she spent her childhood traveling fre- 
quently, attending boarding schools 
and skiing in Europe. At 18, she became 
a Roman Catholic nun. She left the 


vocation at 43, went to graduate school 
for a degree in library sciences and 
then spent a few years as the art librar- 
ian at Smith College. She was a first 
aid and mountaineering instructor for 
the National Ski Patrol and a certified 
Nordic ski instructor. 

In her free time, Mausolff cultivated 
a number of hobbies, among them the 
study of ancient religions, calligraphy, 
Reiki and dowsing. She belonged to 
local poetry and writing groups, and 
painted watercolors and pastels. A 
talented calligrapher, she’d teach her 
friends’ young grand- 
children to write their 
own names with flair. 

Mausolff spent much 
of the last three de- 
cades adventuring with 
her close friend Edna 
Northrop. The two met 
in the early ’80s when 
the widowed Northrop 
went with friends on an 

try-ski trip in Vermont. 
Mausolff was their 
guide. The two hit it off 
almost immediately. 

At the time, Mausolff 
was 500 miles shy of hiking the entire 
2,160-mile stretch of the Appalachian 
Trail. Northrop had always wanted 
to hike the AT, so she accompanied 
Mausolff on the final stretch. Then the 
two started over together at the begin- 
ning. It's a tradition for thru-hikers to 
adopt a trail nickname. Northrop took 
"the Droid,” Mausolff, “the Shaman.” 
Privately, the women referred to them- 
selves as “the pixies in their sixties.” 


SHE USED A CHAINSAW 
UNTIE SHE WAS 88, 
AT WHICH POINT 
SHE SWITCHED 
TO SPLITTING HER 
FIREWOOD WITH 
AN AX. 




After they finished the AT, the pair 
went on to hike the 46 high peaks in 
the Adirondacks, and then the 111 high- 
est mountains in the Northeast. Many 
of them lacked trails, so Mausolff and 
Northrop used compasses and altim- 
eters to navigate their climbs. 

“The two of us would just head off 
and take whatever time we needed,” 
Northrop recalls. “We knew how to 
pace ourselves. We knew how to take 
care of ourselves. It was just a wonder- 
ful experience." 

The pair hiked and skied together 
for decades. Mausolff, who never mar- 
ried or had children, folded herself 
into Northrop's large family. For 30 
years, she spent every Christmas at the 
Northrop home, with Northrop’s five 
children and numerous grandchildren. 
Northrop describes her friend as a re- 
markable, one-of-a-kind woman. 

“You don’t find Annes growing on a 
tree, I'll tell you," she says. “I could not 
replace Anne, and I would not try, be- 
cause [our friendship] was too special.” 

Well into her later years, Mausolff 
would load her backpack and walk the 
streets of Andover to stay fit, though 
she preferred to get her exercise split- 
ting wood. She used a chainsaw until 
she was 88, at which point she switched 
to splitting her firewood with an ax. 

Mausolff chose the inscription for 
her gravestone a few years ago. The 
simple marker rests by a stone wall at 
the edge of a cemetery bordering the 
property where she lived for nearly 40 
years. It reads: “I’ve climbed the next 
mountain for a new view.” 

KATHRYN FLAGG 
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“So Good at Winning People Over” 


Jason Allen had a knack for touching 
people's lives in a positive way. That's 
not a trait people typically associate 
with police officers, his mother, Pamela 
Allen, says with a chuckle. But her son's 
easy smile, infectious laugh and ability 
to always seek out the good in people 

— even in those he arrested repeatedly 

— may explain why he was, in her words, 
“so good at winning people over.” 

That's not just a mother’s rosy view 
of her son. Allen worked for the Rutland 
County Sheriff’s Department for 13 
years; he was 35 when he died of liver 
cancer on October 18. Shortly after his 
death, a lieutenant from the sheriff's 
department stopped by her house and 
told her about a family that had given 
him and Jason “a whole lot of trouble” 
over the years. 

“[The cops] were constantly at their 
house, constantly," she recalls. But one 
day, after a member of that family col- 
lapsed, Sgt. Allen did CPR on the man 
until the ambulance arrived. 

“The family never forgot that,” Allen 
says. "Today, they’d give him the shirt off 
their back.” 

It's not hard to find others who felt 
a deep affection for Allen. Michael 
Philbrick, now an officer with the 
Montpelier Police Department, was a 
cadet at the Vermont Police Academy 
when he met Allen, who worked there 
part-time as a trainer. Philbrick, a six- 
foot-four former Marine who'd served 
in Iraq, was at first intimidated by the 
shorter but muscular man who was 
his drill instructor. But as Philbrick 
got to know Allen, he soon realized his 
instructor was just “a great big teddy 
bear.” Today, Philbrick considers Allen a 
mentor and role model. 

In February, two months after Allen 
was diagnosed with cancer, several of 
his coworkers organized a fundraiser for 
him and his family in Rutland. According 
to the benefit’s Facebook page, hundreds 
attended the event. An additional fund- 
raising page set up to help his family 
defray medical costs logged $10,551 in 
donations. 

Shortly before the benefit, Rutland 
County Sheriff Stephen Benard told the 
Rutland Herald that he’d never received 
a single complaint about Allen. “In my 
35 years’ experience," Benard noted, 
“I've never had that with a deputy or any 
other officer I supervised.” 

Evidently, Allen began making lasting 
impressions on people from an early age. 
According to his mother, Allen was born 
two months prematurely and weighed 
just 2 pounds, 6 ounces. He spent the 
first few months of his life in the neona- 
tal unit in Burlington. 



“His pediatrician told me, don’t 
expect anything because he's too small,”’ 
his mother recalls. “But he survived.” 

Allen, who grew up in Rutland, was 
the only African American student at 
Rutland Town Elementary' School. Yet 
Pamela says that Jason’s race was never 
an issue for him or his friends. In fact, 
she says, he was such a popular student 
and strong athlete that, when he decided 
to attend Mill River Union High School 
in North Clarendon rather than Rutland 
High School, many of his friends — and 
several of their parents — tried to con- 
vince him to change his mind. 

Allen’s father, Bobby, was also a 
police officer, though he never got to 
see his son become one. The elder Allen 
died in 1998 of lung cancer while Jason 
was still at Siena College studying psy- 
chology. At the time, Pamela says, she 
never suspected her son would follow 
his father's path. 

After graduating college, Allen re- 
turned to Rutland and got a job working 
in nutrition at Rutland Regional Medical 
Center. Though he worked there only a 
short time, he made an impression on his 
coworkers. During his final stay at the 
hospital earlier this year, so many staffers 
visited his room, his mom remembers, 
a maintenance man brought up extra 
chairs to accommodate them all. 

The visitors dearest to him were his 
wife and "soul mate,” Danielle, and their 
daughters, Arianna, 12, and Malia, 4. 

Pamela says Jason and Arianna had 
a regular “father-daughter thing" vol- 
unteering at a local homeless shelter. 
As she recalls, for months a man there 
would talk to Arianna but not to Jason, 
because he was a cop. But her son never 
gave up on him. 

“One day Jason said to me, “You re- 
member that guy I was talking about?”' 
she says. “Well, he’s finally talking to me 
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“Carolyn Had Her Eyes on the Horizon” 

Carolyn (Stores) Edwards. June 6, 1950-October 19. 2014 


In the rapidly evolving information- 
technology field, the only constant 
is change. Carolyn Edwards, CEO of 
Colchester-based C2, knew that as well 

Until she died in October of fallo- 
pian tube cancer, the 64-year-old South 
Burlington resident helmed one of the 
state’s best-known IT services firms. 
C2’s 55 employees design, develop and 
support IT systems for businesses in- 
cluding Vermont Teddy Bear Company, 
Orvis and National Life Group. 

Edwards led the company from the 
very beginning. She was one of four 
cofounders, who met while working 
for Digital Equipment Corporation’s 
Burlington office. When Digital an- 
nounced it was leaving the state, 
Edwards, Martin Thieret, Todd Kelley 
and Melissa Dever decided to stick 
around and start a consulting company. 
They’d use the relationships with na- 
tional technology vendors they’d devel- 
oped at Digital to help local companies 
with their computing needs. In 1993, 
they launched their new venture, then 
called Competitive Computing. 

Each of the partners had a unique 
skill set, says Dever, vice president of 
engineering. Edwards contributed the 
strategic vision. “Carolyn had her eyes 


She may not have known how to con- 
figure a server, but Edwards was always 
“very focused and very determined," 
says Begin. 

Dever concurs. As CEO, Edwards 
scoured Fortune and Forrester Research 
looking for new ideas and trends. 

Her efforts paid off, says John Evans, 
a former client. Now senior adviser to 
UVM’s president and provost, Evans 
was dean of the College of Medicine in 
the 1990s. He worked with C2 to help 
the medical school integrate comput- 
ing technology into its learning envi- 
ronment. Evans describes Edwards as 


“a strong visionary and unassuming 
leader” who always did her homework. 

Edwards, he says, would show up 
for their meetings with “a 40-slide 
PowerPoint presentation.” He would 
routinely ask her to skip ahead to the 
final slide, outlining how C2 would ex- 
ecute the project. “I don’t know whether 
there really were more than a couple of 
slides,” he says. “When I once asked her 
about it, that twinkle came to her eye 
and there was a little laugh.” 

Evans says C2 helped the school 
develop technological tools to make 
its curriculum more interactive. He 


“He Was Always a Pretty Big Risk Taker” 


innocuous pain-med prescription. 
Critter’s family believes that’s what hap- 
pened to him. And his mother wonders 
if the loss of dirt biking left him search- 
ing for a new thrill. 

Critter became a heroin addict. “I was 
very naive about it,” Scott-Smith admits. 
"I don’t know what I was supposed to be 
looking for when it started. He was that 
risk-taking, adrenaline-type guy.” 


Critter got clean, then relapsed and, 
about a year ago, got clean once again. 
Throughout that time, he lived at home 
in White River Junction, and joked with 
his mother that he had no intention of 
ever leaving. He worked as a carpeting 
and flooring subcontractor. 

He had a girlfriend and liked hanging 
out with his parents: When they went 
to barbecues with their friends, Critter 


on the horizon,” she says. When the 
team met with clients, Dever recalls, 
“She was the one saying, ‘Here's an 
opportunity for you to transform your 
business in the next five years.”’ 

Edwards, who grew up in 
Williamstown, didn’t have a technical 
background. She majored in psychology 
at the University of Vermont, recalls 
her younger sister, Sandy Begin. In 
the 1970s, she and her then-husband, 
Jim Edwards, moved to Boston, where 
Carolyn worked in the personnel office 
at General Radio. When the couple 
returned to Vermont a few years later, 
Edwards took a human resources job at 
UVM before ending up at Digital, where 
she managed a technical team. She and 
her husband divorced in 1988. 


Christina Scott-Smith wasn’t wild about 
naming her only son Christopher. She 
loved the name, but not the inevitable 
shortening of it to “Chris.” 

She needn’t have worried about that. 

Days after she gave birth, a young 
family member struggled to pronounce 
“Christopher." It came out 
sounding more like “Critter.” 

The nickname stuck. 

Teachers, friends, rela- 
tives, even his parents ad- 
opted it, using it well past the 
age when boys usually insist 
that pet names be discarded. 

He was Critter to everyone, 
for all 21 years of his life. 

When Critter was 9, 
Scott-Smith and her hus- 
band, Jason, gave him his 
first motorized dirt bike. He was so ex- 
cited, he cried a little. 

He practiced riding it on friends’ 
courses in town, and in nearby Bethel. 
On weekends, Critter competed in races 
in Derby, Vt., and Canaan, N.H., soaring 
on his green-and-black Kawasaki bike 


and shaking off ugly spills as if they were 

“He was so competitive," Scott-Smith 
says. “It was a huge adrenaline rush. He 
was always a pretty big risk-taker. It’s 
just how he was made." 

Critter also played basketball, base- 
ball and football at Hartford 
High School. 

But a couple of dirt-bike 
wrecks left his knee dam- 
aged. He was in pain, but was 
reluctant to have surgery. 
“He didn’t want to miss any 
sports or racing,” his mother 
says, “so he wanted to hold 
out as long as he could.” By 
2011, his senior year, the 
pain was too much, and he 
agreed to an operation. 

The surgery led to two developments 
that would forever alter Critter’s life: 
He gave up dirt biking, and he took pre- 
scription Percocets to ease his pain. 

Courthouse dockets in Vermont 
are littered with defendants whose 
drug problems began with a seemingly 



describes Edwards as an uncommonly 
good consultant, who made the ideas she 
presented seem like they were his. “She 
took the time and effort to understand 
who we were, what we were trying to ac- 
complish, and work with us to build the 
solution,” he says. “Having heard from 
other businesses, I don’t think that was 
unique to us. It was the way she worked 
and who she was.” 

When she wasn’t working, Edwards 
loved getting out on the water. She 
owned a sailboat and enjoyed bringing 
her two boys, Zachary and Trenton, to 
Cape Cod. 

Lisa Ventriss, executive director 
of the Vermont Business Roundtable, 
recalls a speech Edwards gave to a 
group of “emerging leaders” in 2010 
that combined both of her passions. 
In it, Edwards, who was a Roundtable 
member and served on the board for five 
years, compared starting her business to 
swimming in the ocean. 

“She said you can either be crashed 
by the waves or you can learn how to 
ride them,” Ventriss recalls. “You have 
to anticipate the next trend and ride 
over the turmoil, or be crashed. There's 
always going to be that next wave.” 


CATHY RESMER 


tagged along, playing horseshoes and 
cards like he was one of the gang. 

“He was 21,” his mother says. “He was 
living in the day." 

Critter died at home on October 2, 
police say, after using a mix of heroin 
and Fentanyl, a deadly opiate that causes 
decelerated breathing and respirator)' 
arrest, and is nearly impossible to detect 
He was one of nine Upper Valley residents 
to overdose on Fentanyl in the fall. Police 
say it’s unlikely that he had any idea the 
heroin was spiked with the deadlier drug. 

His family still doesn’t know what 
went wrong. 

“He had been good for a long time," 
Scott-Smith recalls. “We saw him every 
day. I was shocked.” 

In fact, his parents had been encour- 
aged when Critter announced he wanted 
to ride his dirt bike again. He wasn’t 
going to compete as intensely as he did 
in his teenage years, but he wanted to be 
back out on the track. He had been tin- 
kering with his bike in their basement, 
hoping to get it ready for the summer. 

It’s still there. 



A reporter once asked Harold Luce 
what it would take for him to stop 
playing the fiddle. After a thoughtful 
pause. Luce responded in his dry, 
Yankee drawl, “I don’t know ... Death, 

He was right. In August, the 95-year- 
old fiddler and dance caller played the 
last dance of his 80-year tenure with 
the Ed Larkin Contra Dancers. Four 
days later Luce promenaded to the 
great barn dance in the sky follow- 
ing unexpected complications from 
a surgery. With him went one of the 
last living links to an era when square 
dances regularly — and sometimes 
spontaneously — happened in barns, 
grange halls and farmhouse kitchens, 
and featured now-obscure dances with 
names like the Portland Fancy. 

Luce grew up working on his fam- 
ily’s farm in Chelsea. In the 1930s he 
married Edith Keyes, who passed away 
in 1997. The couple raised six children 
in Brookfield, and ran a farm. Luce also 
worked for 25 years at a machine-tools 
factory in Windsor. But music defined 
him. Case in point: Luce continued 
fiddling even after a mowing accident 
claimed two fingers from his right 
hand. Luckily, it was his bowing hand; 
though losing them from his fingering 
hand might not have stopped him from 
playing, either. 

“Harold himself has said that if it 
had been his left hand, he would have 


simply taught himself to play with the 
other hand,” wrote Luce’s protege, 
Adam Boyce, in a biography of the mu- 
sician for the Vermont Folklife Center. 

As a teenager during the Great 
Depression, Luce began learning his 
craft from famed Vermont fiddler Ed 
Larkin. Luce later became a fixture in 
the regional square-dance circuit and 

WITH HIM WENTONE 
OF THE LAST LIVING LINKS 

TO AN ERA WHEN SQUARE 
DANCES REGULARLY HAPPENED 
INBARNS. GRANGEHALLS AND 
FARMHOUSE KITCHENS. 

was a nationally renowned practitioner 
of New England fiddling — a distinc- 
tive traditional style with largely Celtic 
and French roots. In 2004, through 
the Folklife Center, he received the 
Governor’s Heritage Award, which 
honored his decades of teaching and 
performing throughout the Green 
Mountains. 

Luce was also something of an in- 
ventor. He designed and built several 
contraptions that would allow him to 
simultaneously play the fiddle with 


his hands and play the piano, guitar or 
banjo using foot pedals. This enabled 
him to call dances as a one-man band. 

“I tried playing that thing once," 
says Boyce. “Let’s just say it didn’t go so 

Boyce, 47, is also a fiddler and 
caller, and a member of the Ed Larkin 
Contra Dancers. According to him, 
Luce taught hundreds of students over 
the years. Now, Boyce is one of the last 
local practitioners of what is known 
as Eastern Bam Dance style of square 
dancing. Popular from the 1930s into 
the 1950s, the style occupies a niche 
within the diminishing square-dance 
community. Now it’s primarily found 
in Vermont at a dance Boyce calls 
monthly at the grange hall in tiny West 
Newbury (he also calls monthly dances 
in Wentworth, N.H.). 

Boyce admits the future of the 
Eastern Barn Dance style in the Green 
Mountains is uncertain. Still, he be- 
lieves Luce’s legacy will live on in the 
fiddling of future generations, even if 
the music isn’t quite the same. 

“The main thing Harold taught was 
to find your own style, your way of 
doing things on the fiddle," says Boyce. 
“But everyone he taught will carry a 
piece of Harold with them.” 

DAN BOLLES 


MARK DAVIS 
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“Don’t Cry, Kid, I’m Fine” 



Roger was tall and tough looking, 
but his friends describe him as kind and 
gentle. If he got riled up about cosmic rays 
or the portal he perceived in the beveled 
glass window at the library, a quiet shush- 
ing or touch on the arm calmed him. He 
occasionally washed up in the bathroom 
at the library or at the Hannaford super- 
market, but left no trace. 

Few knew his last name until he died. 
A long life in the cold, coupled with dis- 
trust of doctors and hospitals, finally led 
to a fatal respiratory infection. He was 58. 

Many had heard how Roger landed 
in St. Albans. A carpenter who had 
run his own sheeting business, he was 
headed to Canada when he was stopped 
at the border because he lacked proper 
documents. Instead of going back home, 
Roger stuck around. 

Until his memorial service earlier this 
month, Roger’s friends didn’t realize the 
extent of his fan club. Nearly 200 people 
filled the Heald Funeral Home, spilling out 
of the room where the service was held. 

That's when his St. Albans family met 
Roger’s real one — four sisters still living 
on Long Island who loved and missed 
him and had begged him to come home. 
They last saw him in 1998, just before 
their mother died. 

"He would always say to me, 


Smaller families are the norm these days, 
but much larger broods were common 
back in 1918. Winifred “Winnie" Bean, 
born into a farming family that year in 
Newport Center, was one of 13 children. 

Later, she and her husband, Clifford, 
had seven children of their own. Bean, 
who died on March 31 at age 95, was 
the matriarch of a clan that included 29 
grandchildren, 40 great-grandchildren 
and 18 great-great-grandchildren. They 
all called her “Grandma Bean.” 

A fixture at family gatherings, Bean at- 
tended every baby shower, birthday party 
and graduation — and there were many. 
In recent years, her granddaughter, Kelly 
Bean Cheney, hosted elaborate barbecues 
at her home. Bean, a “people person” 
to the core, never missed one. Arriving 
several hours early with her trademark 
baked beans, she’d march into the house 
and say, “Give me something to do.” 

Bean's son, Virgil, used to say, “'Don't 
worry about her; she’s an old warhorse,”' 
Cheney quips. 

Her tireless work ethic kept Bean 
employed until her early eighties. A 
seamstress for more than 50 years, she 


retired from Decorator’s Delight in St 
George. Owner Vicki Lambert remem- 
bers her as a devoted employee who 
created custom patterns and window 
treatments with ease. 

“She was like a walking saint" recalls 
Lambert, though her sweetness was tem- 
pered with spunk. Bean measured just 
five feet, two inches, but, forever feisty, 
she commanded respect. “She was little, 
but nobody took advantage of Winnie. 
You didn't tangle with her,” Lambert adds. 

The two remained close after Bean’s re- 
tirement; fabric remnants from Decorator's 
Delight filled Bean's sewing room and 
fueled her passion for quilting. Bean made 
a one-of-a kind quilt for each grandchild, 
great-grandchild and great-great grand- 
child — a total of 87, if you’re counting. 

Her generosity extended beyond 
family, whether offering needy individu- j 
als a place to stay without passing judg- g 
ment or contributing to various charities. § 
Native American organizations held a g 
special place in her heart One reserva- g 
tion thanked Bean for her contributions 2 
by sending a handmade Navajo blanket, e 
which she proudly displayed in her home. S 


Roger Boucher could have incited 
disgust or indifference. For 16 years, he 
lived beneath a highway overpass in St. 
Albans, and later within the concrete 
culverts on an industrial site. 

He was mentally ill, starting up 
conversations that ricocheted between 
topics such as government mind control, 
magnetic forces and extraterrestrials. 
Boucher had been diagnosed with para- 
noid schizophrenia as a young 
Mastic, N.Y., on Long Island. 

But Roger, as everyone in town knew 
him, was not only tolerated — he was 
treasured in St. Albans. His dozens of 
friends worried about him in freezing 
temperatures, enjoyed long talks with 
him and often tried to give him food, 
clothing or money. But they say he re- 
fused every offering. 

Instead, Roger gave to them. At the 
St. Albans Free Library, one of his favor- 
ite hangouts, he jumped up to help every 
time a staffer carried a stack of books. 
He held open doors and addressed all 
“ma'am.” A skilled 
mechanic, he fixed many a conked-out 
car. If he found a lost wallet he’d return 
it, never accepting a reward. 

When Angela Bernard's daughter 
broke her arm, he insisted on buying the 
cast-clad 7-year-old an ice cream 


“She’s an Old Warhorse” 



‘Don’t cry, kid, I’m fine,”’ said Yvonne 
Raimondi, his younger sister, through 
sobs. She spoke to him three times a 
week on his cellphone, and he’d worry 
if she missed a call. 

Al Salzman, a retired St. Albans City 
School art teacher, described Roger 
as “indomitable,” braving snowstorms 
and harsh winds on the rusty bike he 
rode all over town. At the library, he’d 
bury himself in scientific and technical 
papers and talk about architecture. His 
discussions revealed “a poetic, paranoid 
mind that had the need to communi- 
cate,” Salzman said during his eulogy. 

Wendy Stous said she and her hus- 
band, David, tried to keep tabs on Roger. 
She was relieved to learn that he had 
an income — government disability 
checks — and a storage unit with a few 
belongings. 

He often collected empty bottles for 
the deposit money. But when someone 
brought him bottles to redeem, he’d 
insist they split the proceeds, remem- 
bered Linda Ryan, executive director 
of Samaritan House homeless shelter 
in St. Albans, who spoke briefly at the 
memorial service. 

Roger declined to stay at the shelter. 
He once told Ryan, “I’m not homeless. I 
choose to live this way.” As for sleeping 


outside in subzero temperatures, he 
told a friend, "You just get used to it.” 
Only a handful of homeless people in 
and around St. Albans are like Roger, 
refusing a warm bed, Ryan said. But the 
number of homeless individuals and 
families that came through Samaritan 
House last year increased 35 percent, 
from 136 in 2012 to 183. 

After Roger’s death, Wendy and 
David Stous went to his most recent 
camping spot to gather his things. “He 
had a book bag full of papers,” Wendy 
Stous said. The couple laundered his 
bedding and picked up his bike, which 
they would like to have bronzed and 
installed in front of the library. 

Dave McWilliams, who works at the 
city's wastewater treatment plant, sug- 
gested to the mourners a different kind 
of tribute: “We each should do one nice 
thing for someone else before the end of 
the year.” 

Friends had noticed the decline in his 
health. Library staff told Roger they were 
concerned about him. He would respond, 
“Thank you, miss,” recalled children’s 
librarian Sarah Allerton at the memorial 
service. “But I think a lot of us,” she said 
to the crowded, tearful room, “would like 
to say, ‘No, sir. Thank you."’ 

CAROLYN SHAPIRO 



What was the secret of Bean’s age- 
defying energy? Anyone who asked 
would receive her standard reply: "I 
didn't smoke, I didn't drink and I didn’t 
fool around.” 

For Bean’s 95th birthday, Cheney 
baked her grandmother's requested 
spice cake with cream-cheese frosting 
tinted pink. She notes that Bean “licked 
the spoon like a kid” while she made the 
frosting. Later, dozens of well wishers at 
Holy Cross Church in Colchester sang 
“Happy Birthday” to the congregation’s 
oldest member. 

That same day, Bean showed Cheney 
the dress in which she wished to be 
buried. It was one that her late husband 
had loved. 

The months after that were hard; 
Virgil, who lived with Bean, died three 
weeks after her birthday. Then a heart 
attack landed Bean in the hospital. In 
March, she was transferred to Starr 
Farm Nursing Center, where her condi- 
tion declined. 


Cheney negotiated Bean’s release 
to her home in Burlington, where she 
died. Family members agreed that it was 
just like Bean not to share a death date 
with Clifford, who died on April 1, 1993. 
Dying on March 31 was Bean’s final, de- 
termined act. 

Afterward, Bean’s family spent three 
months going through every inch of her 
home. Among the treasures they discov- 
ered were 1,800 silver dollars, hoards 
of jewelry and Bean’s lifetime fishing 
license, buried deep within her sewing 
room. Cheney, an avid fisherwoman, 
now keeps that license with her. While 
fishinglast summer, Cheney invoked her 
grandmother to help her “put the biggest 
fish on the line.” Then she reeled in a 12- 
pound, 3-foot-long northern pike. 

That day on the lake was one of many 
when Cheney felt her grandmother’s 
presence. “I can still hear her giggle," 
she says. 

COURTNEY COPP 
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Name Game 2014 

Are descriptive monikers coincidence or fate? by ken picard 


A re people destined to a certain 
fate because of their given 
names? That question has 
been kicking around for cen- 
turies, at least since samuel Alexander 
mudd, a 19th-century physician and slave 
owner, was imprisoned for conspiring 
with John Wilkes Booth to assassinate 
Abraham Lincoln. Because Mudd was 
the doctor who treated Booth's broken 
leg after his infamous leap to the stage 
at Ford's Theatre, his name was later at- 
tributed (incorrectly, it turns out) to the 
expression, "Your name is mud.” 

Still, for those of us in the news biz, 
it’s hard to ignore the karmic connec- 
tion that seems to link people's names 
and their chosen professions, habits, 
hobbies, destinies or personal proclivi- 
ties. Linguists — and word geeks such 
as yours truly — refer to these names 
as “aptronyms” due to their aptness for 
the people to whom they belong. Some 
aptronyms throughout history include 
telephone inventor Alexander graham 
bell; the lesser-known Bell Labs em- 
ployee, d.h. ring, who pioneered early 
cellular phone technology; and thomas 
crapper, who popularized and improved 
upon (but didn't invent) the indoor flush 
toilet. 

In years past, I’ve pointed out some 
s aptronyms that became so well known, 
g the names barely required further ex- 
j» planation. They included serial sexter 
5 anthony weiner, gardener and food 
z writer michael pollan and Bush-era sec- 
2 retary of education Margaret spellings. 
Last year brought us U.S. ambassador 
to the United Nations samantha power. 
m This year, national press corps jour- 
g nalists were introduced to President 
5 Obama’s new press secretary, josh 
? earnest, whose name must leave some 
£ reporters wondering; Is he joking or is 
he serious? 

What’s in a name? For some, a lu- 
U crative career. Locally, john flint is the 
2 owner of a business in Stowe called 
2 Pyramid Stone Works, hadley stock 
S owns a market in Manchester, Vt., called 
the Farm Store, which stocks mostly 
local foods. And matt canning landed 
the enviable job of beer concierge at 
Hotel Vermont in Burlington. Talk about 
u karma in a can. 

2 It's not just people but places that 
£ occasionally seem to possess a destiny 
3 based on their names. Earlier this year, 



leach farms, an Enosburg Falls dairy 
farm, admitted to violating Vermont’s 
water-pollution laws and agricultural- 
practice regulations, for which its 
owners agreed to pay $40,000 in civil 
penalties. And more than a few clients 
of Marriage Quest, an intensive couples 
and sex counselingretreat in Cabot, must 
surely stop and ponder their counselors' 
street address, on deeper ruts road. 

But no aptronym this year beats 
the incredibly apt name don popadick. 
On April 29, the 62-year-old Canadian 
man was arrested and charged with an 
indecent act after repeatedly flashing 
his junk at visitors of Mooney’s Bay 
Park in Ottawa. For owning that moni- 
ker, Popadick earns the honor of 2014 
Aptronym of the Year — hands down. 

Here are some of the 2014 runners-up; 

•RAN3DY' c. bright: According to a Vermont 
State Police press release (which doesn’t 
explain why the suspect’s first name 
includes the numeral 3) the 50-year-old 
owner of ForNORA Energy Solutions 
of Saxtons River was hired to perform 


an energy audit and weatherization 
in a private residence. On October 27, 
police allege that Bright secretly hid a 
small video camera in the homeowner’s 
upstairs bedroom, for which he was 
later cited for suspicion of voyeurism. 
(Evidently, the accused was randy but 
not so bright.) 

chad fry and mark frier; co-owners of 
the Reservoir Restaurant & Tap Room 
in Waterbury and the Bench in Stowe. (I 
recommend the fries.) 

robbi handy holmes: South Burlington 
Realtor. 

chris bell: director of Vermont’s 
Emergency Medical Services and the 
Office of Public Health Preparedness. 

dale crook: director of field services for 
the Vermont Department of Corrections. 

eric sample: associate professor at 
Champlain College who teaches 
computer music and sound. 


peter bumps: driver who allegedly rear- 
ended a vehicle on July 14 in Rutland, 
then fled the scene. Bumps was later 
apprehended and issued a citation 
for leaving the scene of an accident, 
driving with a criminally suspended 
license and for having no insurance on 
his vehicle. 

jourdan buck: On July 21, the 17-year- 
old Waterford youth swerved her 2002 
Volkswagen Bug to avoid striking a 
deer, veered off the road and crashed 
into a clump of trees. (Had Seven 
Days originally reported the story, 
the headline surely would have read: 
“Buck Swerves to Avoid Deer, Crushes 
Bug”) 

angel means: director of the Visiting 
Nurse Association’s end-of-life services 
who oversees Vermont's largest hospice 
and palliative-care program. (An angel 
with means, indeed.) 

Morgan true: reporter for the online 
news outlet VTDigger.org. 

garth lenz: international award-winning 
photographer. 

eric hacker: information-security expert 
at Green Mountain Power. 

anthony speed: St. Johnsbury resident 
accused, on January 12, of stealing a 
purse containing cash and prescription 
narcotics. 

michael snow: Colchester contractor who 
handles local snow plowing. 

robin kitchens: 24-year-old St. Johnsbury 
resident charged in January with 
domestic assault. (Alas, it wasn’t a home 
burglary charge involving the theft of 
blenders and microwave ovens.) 

Joseph moodie: The 34-year-old homeless 
man was arrested at the Comfort 
Inn in St. Johnsbury and charged 
with disorderly conduct for allegedly 
using profanity in front of other hotel 
guests, including small children, and 
knocking on the doors of other hotel 
patrons. Moodie was later arrested for 
a second time for disorderly conduct in 
Concord, Vt. 

buster chambers: a 39-year-old St. 
Johnsbury man charged with unlawful 



mischief for deliberately damaging the 
cables for the satellite TV at a private 
residence. 

ed rounds: a Burlington gun enthusiast 
who in March voted against three city 
gun-control measures, all of which failed. 

thelma louise bloom: mother of John 
Irving Bloom, aka Joe Bob Briggs, a 
nationally syndicated film critic. 

crystal shipper: In the ancient Celtic 
Book of the Dun Cow, the hero is wooed 
by a goddess who whisks him away to 
an "earthly paradise beyond the sea" 
in a magical crystal ship that belongs 
to the sea god Manannan. On April 1, 


Vermont State Police arrested a Crystal 
Shipper, 29, in Bellows Falls and 
charged her with harboring a runaway 
juvenile from Massachusetts. 

markus kaarma: The Missoula, Mont., 
man was accused of setting a trap for 
intruders by intentionally leaving his 
garage door open and placing a purse 
in clear view. Kaarma was charged 
with first- degree murder after he shot 
to death 17-year-old Diren Dede, a 
German high school exchange student 
who’d entered the garage. In his 
defense, Kaarma invoked Montana’s 
“castle doctrine,” which justifies the 
use of deadly force in defending an 
occupied dwelling — or a decoy purse. 


MARTINE AND LOUISE FOKKENS: These 

71-year-old Dutch twins retired earlier 
this year after 50 years of working as 
prostitutes in Amsterdam’s red-light 
district. According to the UK’s Daily 
Mail, the twins entered the sex trade 
before they were 20 to escape violent 
relationships, and now claim to have 
serviced more than 355,000 men. 
Louise, a mother of four, says the red- 
light district isn’t what it used to be 
and now lacks a “sense of community'.” 

This year’s anti-aptronyms include: 

janice mitchell-love: a 63-year-old 
Saxtons River resident who reported to 
police on New Year’s Eve 2013 that her 


residence had been egged by an unknown 
vandal. (Where’s the love?) 

Jennifer strait: a Burlington woman 
charged in July with domestic assault for 
allegedly hitting her husband for spilling 
the last of their marijuana. (As spousal 
mistakes go, this one’s not exactly dire, 
Strait.) 

eric friend: a Bristol man charged on 
May 21 with allegedly assaulting his 
significant other. © 

Contact: ken@sevendaysvt.com 
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Supper Superlatives 

The best things to happen to Vermont food in 2014 

BY ALICE LEVITT AND HANNAH PALMER EGAN 


W hat are you eating this year? To some of 
our readers, that may seem like an odd 
question. Dinner is dinner, right? But 
Seven Days’ food writers spend hours in 
search of stimulating sustenance, probing from fine 
dining to greasy spoons for news you can use about 
what to eat in Vermont. We put our bodies on the line 
every day for this mission. The casualties — two waist- 
lines and one gallbladder, so far — reflect a lifestyle that 
sometimes resembles a buffet line. 

Plumbing the abundance our great state has to offer 
makes us a fickle lot. Our new favorites come and go as 
quickly as restaurants open and close in the grueling 
food and beverage biz. 

So at year’s end, it’s a pleasure to share our collec- 
tive knowledge and summarize the year that was. From 
Alice’s hunger for perfect pasta to Hannah’s cocktail 
consumption — and to our desire to see certain trends 
bite the dust — here are our thoughts on the 2014 
dining scene. 

Best Meal 
Alice: Junction, Essex 

Overall, I had a good but mixed experience at the 
Essex Culinary Resort & Spa’s latest stab at fine dining, 
Junction. But the chefs-table dinner that put me in 
the hands of chef de cuisine Michael Clauss was a 
revelation. 

I hate to use that word, but it’s true. From a bloomy 
cheese accented with seaweed aioli, sesame seeds and 
beet syrup to polenta with saffron butter and pickled 
mushrooms, the five-plus courses Clauss fed me opened 
my mind to a new world of flavor combinations. Many 
of his creations wouldn’t have worked on paper, but on 
my tongue, they made me rethink what does and does 
not go together. That’s fine dining at its best. 

Hannah: The Bench, Stowe 

Halfway through my first meal at the Bench, opened in 
September by Waterbury Reservoir Restaurant & Tap 
Room owners Chad Fry and Mark Frier, I started to feel 
a familiar glow that only comes around so often. This is 
the best meal I've had at a restaurant in months, I caught 
myself thinking. 

The beer list was superb and went well with the 
comfort-food offerings on the menu. A plate of springy, 



succulent seared scallops, served with just a bit of beet 
and a light parsnip puree, was one of the most satisfy- 
ing dishes I’d encountered all year. A whopping plate of 
poutine, slathered in beer-soaked brown gravy, was all 
that a poutine could aspire to be. 

Even though the kitchen mangled my entree and I 
had to send it back, everything else was perfect, from 
the ravioli alia vodka to the pillowy, housemade marsh- 
mallow s’more that bade us farewell. 

Best Menu Reinvention 
Alice: Bayview Eats, Colchester 

Since 2011, Bayview Eats has been a good place for a 
sandwich and a brownie. But in 2014, chef Jonathan 
Turner brought a carefully honed culinary expertise to 
the little Malletts Bay cafe. 

The standard menu showcases the Louisiana na- 
tive's bayou-inflected comfort food, such as mac and 
cheese flavored with andouille, or pulled pork with 
black beans and dirty rice. But Turner especially shines 
with his specials. One night, I enjoyed an appetizer of 
perfectly rendered, bourbon-glazed pork belly. Another 
evening brought coffee-rubbed sirloin tacos. 

In fact, uncommon tacos seem to have become 
Bayview's calling card. My favorite special yet was a 
pair of braised-lamb tacos that lit up my mouth with a 
mint-parsley gremolata and a tangy local feta. 

Hannah: The Daily Planet, Burlington 

Burlington's Daily Planet has been a downtown standby 
for decades. For much of that time, its menu remained 
largely the same — Maura’s Salad, a great burger, solid 
cocktails. But in recent years, the kitchen has been a bit 
of a revolving door, and each new chef left his or her 
mark on familiar dishes. The DP experience became 
inconsistent at best, though no less beloved. 

Then, in September, longtime owner Copey 
Houghton decided to shake things up and brought in a 
young, ambitious chef. Justin Bigelow, who comes from 
a fine-dining background, wiped the slate clean. 

Bigelow’s menu blends haute cuisine and comfort 
food (think rack-of-lamb “lollipops” and pumpkin- 
fennel bisque scattered with popcorn dust) without 
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falling into a black hole of pub-fare me- 
diocrity. Food is both accessible and 
impeccably prepared using techniques 
a mere burger-flipping cook could never 
imagine. 

Portions are smallish and prices 
cheap, so diners can snack on several 
dishes. And at the Planet, in contrast 
to so many other “small plate” joints, 
the principle plays out well in practice. 
Head in on a weeknight, order five or 
six dishes, and mix and match bites. 
Whether it’s about the food or not, con- 
versation will follow. 

Best Food Truck 
Alice: Bunbury EAT 

The moment I tried Bunbury EAT’s 
Caribbean poutine, this contest was over. 
Soft, sweet plantains crunched, then 
melted in my mouth along with a layer of 
cumin-redolent split-pea gravy. Finished 
with cheese and crisp-edged pulled 
pork, this dish from a mobile eatery 
was better balanced than fare you’d find 
coming out of most fine-dining kitchens. 

Indeed, everything I’ve tried at 
the truck was outstanding. The tangy, 
spicy curried Vermont Chevon goat is 
flavor personified, whether served with 
coconut-tinged rice and peas or chewy' 
roti flatbread. Sadly, the owners were 
forced to sell the truck after this year's 
Champlain Valley Fair. They continue to 
vend sans truck. 

Hannah: Phantom 

I appreciate Matt Sargent's open-book 
candor and his ideas about responsible 
sourcing and using the whole animal. 
But what I really love is his fun, take-no- 
prisoners approach to cooking. 

The dude was a contractor for half a 
lifetime and switched to cooking because 
he felt like it. So his ideas about food are 
flexible, with a few exceptions: He wants 
things to be good, affordable for an aver- 
age Vermonter (say, someone making a 
carpenter’s — or writer’s — salary), and 
not too self-serious. Sargent’s Phantom 
food truck was a hit on the summer 
food-festival circuit, and made regular 
appearances in the Mad River Valley and 
at Shelburne Vineyard. 

One cool spring night at Phantom, 
I enjoyed a bowl of turkey-meatball 
soup with pickled onion and a gor- 
geous shaved-fennel salad. For dessert? 
Homemade Cracker Jacks. 

The truck may have been a fleet- 
ing pleasure, though. On December 21, 
Sargent soft-opened a bricks-and-mortar 
Phantom restaurant in Waitsfield. With 
an ever-changing local menu (including 
wines and beers) and a who’s who of the 
Vermont food, beverage and nightlife 
scenes already signed up to collaborate 



with him on wine dinners, live music 
and other events, the new spot is sure to 
keep the Phantom spirit alive. 

Biggest Trend 
Alice: Wood-fired ovens 

This cooking method went hip when 
big names such as Guild Tavern and 
Burlington’s Hen of the Wood opened 
with wood-fired kitchens. Now, a restau- 
rant can’t seem to open in Vermont with- 
out a woodshed, whether it sports a fiery 
grill, an oven or something in between. 

This year, La Boca Wood Fired 
Pizzeria in Burlington, the Bench in 
Stowe and Waterworks Food & Drink 
in Winooski were just a few of the new 
restaurants turning out fire-kissed fare. 
I’m not complaining, but wood cook- 
ing is no longer special enough for an 
eatery to pin its concept on. It’s almost 
not worth mentioning anymore, joining 
local sourcing of ingredients as a good 
"trend” that has become part of the very 
definition of a Vermont restaurant. 

Hannah: Beer lines 

I can’t say that beer lines didn't exist 
in Vermont before 2014, but this year, 
Green Mountain brewheads seemed 
more willing than ever to stand in line 
to buy beer. After closing its cannery 
retail space in late 2013, Waterbury’s 
the Alchemist held its first truck sale in 
February 2014. On that cold winter day, 
people shuffled into files to buy cans of 
Heady Topper and limited-release spe- 
cialty brews off the back of a truck. The 
brewer)' has been holding similar sales 
almost monthly since then. 

With the Alchemist’s can-sale success, 
combined with the widespread avail- 
ability of mobile canneries (which allow 
brewers to can on-site without ponying 
up cash and space to install their own can- 
ning lines), Vermont saw a suige in single- 
day can releases. This spring, Fiddlehead 
Brewing jumped on the can wagon (a de- 
cision I fully support), releasing colorful 
tins of Matt Cohen’s stellar Hodad Porter. 
Green tallboys of Second Fiddle followed, 
and beer fans have been lining up outside 
the brewery periodically for an array of 

In Greensboro Bend, folks from near 
and far continue to line up weekly (as 
they have done for many moons) for 
whatever’s on draft at Hill Farmstead 
Brewery. In September, they did the 
same at Mad River Glen for a reprise 
release of Double Dose IPA, brewed by 
Otter Creek brewer Mike Gerhart and 
Sean Lawson of Lawson's Finest Liquids. 
Throughout the summer, Lawson's 
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fans filed into queues at the Waitsfield 
Farmers Market. 

Then, of course, there were the 
brewfests. In Burlington, the Vermont 
Brewers Festival sold out in an improb- 
able 11 minutes, and the lines for the 
most popular breweries were close to 
100 yards long at their peak. 

But, as ladies waiting for the loo have 
known for decades, when people gather 
to enjoy something they love, there's no 
better place to enjoy friendly banter with 
a stranger than in line. And so much the 
better with a beer in hand. 

Best Trend 
Alice: Housemade pasta 

I’ve always had a weak spot for house- 
made pasta. It used to be something of a 
rare treat, reserved for a fancy night out 
But this year, I started seeing it on menus 
I could enjoy without waiting for a raise. 

Even once-pricey restaurants are 
now cutting the costs of their house 
pastas — Bluebird Tavern's latest menu 
offers gnocchi or bucatini for $14 a plate. 
I’ve made no secret of my addiction to 
Pascolo Ristorante's tagliatelle dishes. 
Trattoria Delia, long a place to find a 
homemade pasta dish or two, unveiled 
a menu in August that featured home- 
made noodles exclusively. For a carb 
lover, things couldn’t get much better. 

Hannah: Craft cocktails 

In the past few years, Vermont has 
started to warm to the tipple. Perhaps 
it’s due to the rapid growth of the local 
distilling industry, or maybe the wild 
and crazy brewing industry has opened 
our minds to the vast variety of forms an 
alcoholic beverage can take. 

Maybe it’s all (or none) of those 
things, but the important part is this: 
Local cocktails are improving. We're 
warming to bitters — thank you. Urban 
Moonshine, for bringing artisanal aro- 
matics to Burlington — and to amari and 
deeper, darker, herbal flavors, tonics, 
infusions and other fun stuff. And res- 
taurants are taking note. 

Though outposts such as Prohibition 
Pig, Bluebird Tavern and Hen of the 
Wood have had great cocktail programs 
for a few years now, in 2014 we passed 
the tipping point: Every new restaurant 
hoping to make a splash is putting seri- 
ous thought into its cocktail list. And 
that is a trend worth celebrating. 

Best Cocktails 
Hannah: The Gryphon 

I've said it before and I'll say it again: 
The cocktails at Burlington’s Gryphon 



are just right. At the town’s newest 
classy-but-not-super-fancy restaurant, 
bartenders Niall McMahon and Kat 
Funk put out fun, creative, unpretentious 
and just plain tasty drinks. They pay 
homage to the classics — Manhattans, 
Old Fashioneds, sours and juleps — with 
updates that keep things current for the 
modern palate. 

Trend That Needs to Die 
Alice: Caneles 

This may be the most spoiled, preten- 
tious thing I say all year, but I’m done 
with caneles. Sorry, but only the best and 
the brightest can properly execute the 
custardy mini Bundt-shaped pastries. 
I have had superior ones in Vermont 
(looking at you, Little Sweets!), but I’ve 
also seen enough burnt bottoms and dry 
insides to say, “Let it go, bakers.” 

Even at its best, the canele is not a 
sweet I crave. Making a perfect one is so 
difficult that conquering the recipe gains 
you bragging rights. 1 get it, but that 
doesn’t mean I want to eat yours. 

Hannah: Comfort food 

Don’t get me wrong: I love comfort 
food. Everyone does. It’s the culinary 
equivalent of a heavy, cozy blanket or a 
grandmotherly bosom, safe and warm 
and snuggly and, OK, comforting. What’s 
not to love? 


But here's the thing. Most com- 
fort food is stuff you or your mom 
(or grandmother) might cook: mac 
and cheese, grilled cheese (with or 
without tomato soup), chicken soup 
(with or without star-shaped pasta), 
spaghetti and meatballs, meatloaf. In 
this domain, Mom’s recipe will always 
yield the best, most comforting ver- 
sion of the dish. So eating it at a res- 
taurant kind of defeats the purpose. 
Let’s live a little, hey? 

That’s not to say I haven’t enjoyed 
several cheffy takes on comfort classics 
in the last year — I have, and I'll go back 
for them again, maybe even crave them. 
But after a while, it all just starts to blur 
together. There are only so many ways 
to make an $8 crock of mac and cheese 
stand out, and the existing stable of res- 
taurants is doing a fine job. 

If you're one of the chefs or restaura- 
teurs who opened a comfort-food spot in 
the past year, thank you. I applaud you 
and have probably snuggled up to a few 
dishes at your restaurant. With winter 
upon us, I look forward to doing so again 

But if you’re a chef or restaura- 
teur looking to open yet another new 
American comfort-food joint, please 

Leave that to the guys doing it al- 
ready, and dare to look outside the 


comfort zone. Titillate your diners with 
something that strays from the beaten 
path; give us something to talk about. 
There's an old adage that says dinner at 
its best is just a tasty form of foreplay. If 
that’s true, let’s remember: Safe is not 
sexy, and grandmotherly bosoms never 
turned anyone on. 

Best New Foodie Haven 
Alice: Middlebury 

I used to dread going to Middlebury 
when Costello’s Market, which sup- 
plies me with porchetta sandwiches, 
wasn’t open. But this year, Midd got its 
culinary act together in a big way. 

Things started changing in early 
2014 with the opening of chef Michel 
Mahe’s burger shrine, the Lobby. Its 
creative menu of upscale classics 
turned into burgers brought a much- 
needed sense of fun to the Middlebury 
dining scene. 

The Diner, which replaced Steve’s 
Park Diner, followed suit with a 
menu that revitalized greasy-spoon 
basics. It boasts dishes such as Cap’n 
Crunch-and-coconut-crusted F rench 
toast and a pita filled with gingery 
Korean beef. 

This is a town that went from zero 
to serving Mexican finger food in the 
movie theater. Good on ya for embrac- 
ing the joys of eating, Middlebury! 




Hannah: Barre 

Now that storefronts are finally filling 
up in the Granite City’s refurbished 
commercial strip and a brand-new state 
office building is bringing new bodies 
to town, food businesses are starting to 

The opening of Cornerstone Pub & 
Kitchen in late 2012 heralded a tasty 
change for downtown. The newcomer 
expanded on a foundation built by 
Espresso Bueno (home to some of the 
finest coffee in central Vermont), Asian 
Gourmet (which serves pan-Asian fare 
with panache) and the super-solid 
downtown L&M Diner. 

This past summer, Culinary Institute 
of America grad Dustin Smith opened 
the Morse Block Deli, which serves 
up fantastic locavore soups and sand- 
wiches. Rumor has it that Smith is 
working on a series of farm-to-table 
pop-up dinners. Meanwhile, Elbe & 
Shirl's Simply Delicious owner Chris 
Conti started pouring fine wines in her 
sweets shop in Barre’s old train depot. 

One driver of the culinary devel- 
opment is cheap real estate. Barre’s 
blighted reputation makes nearby arable 
land more affordable than elsewhere in 
central Vermont. Lower in-town rents, 
fueled by decades of empty storefronts, 
mean food entrepreneurs can afford to 
set up shop on Main Street. 

Finally, Barre boasts one of the best 
farmers markets in the state, where the 
area’s vibrant farm and food folic meet 
weekly all summer long. It’s small, but 
every tent offers something awesome, 
from basic meat and produce to goat 
offal to whole geese to gooseberries to 
heirloom cucumbers to herbs to baked 
goods. With a community-supported 
food co-op in the works and more farms 
taking root in the hills around town, the 
scene in Barre is only going to get better. 

Biggest Bununer 
Alice: Middle East atrophy 

At this time last year, I was hoping 
2014 would be full of Middle Eastern 
cuisine. Wisam Altameemi’s Arabic 
Supermarket, which opened in 
Colchester in January, was slated to 
start serving three meals a day in its cafe 
early this year, and I was a faithful regu- 
lar at Farah’s Place in Burlington. 

Then it all collapsed like a bedouin 
tent. Farah’s closed in January after two 
and a half years in business. Meanwhile, 
Iraq native Altameemi fought to open a 
dining spot in his one-stop Colchester 
market. It never materialized. The 
source for spices, halal meats and my fa- 
vorite kohl eye pencils shuttered in the 
fall, leaving me (and all Middle Eastern 
food lovers) bereft. 


Best Samaritans 
Hannah: 14th Star Brewing 

Every time I speak with the guys at 14th 
Star Brewing, I hang up the phone with 
a warm, fuzzy' feeling. Usually, I turn 
to Alice (yes, we sit next to each other) 
and say something like, “I just love those 
guys ... They’re such awesome guys!” 
Granted, I tend to say' things like that 
a lot, because my job puts me in touch 
with many wonderful people doing in- 
spiring things. 

That said, the St. Albans brewery' 
gets the 2014 gold star for do-gooding. 
Not only is 14th Star veteran-owned and 
-operated (thank you, brewers, for your 
service!), but brewery founder Steve 
Gagner seems to make every effort to 
serve his community. That might mean 
that Gagner, who was recently named 
president of the Vermont Brewers 
Association, brews a special beer for 
his alma mater, Norwich University, 
and donates 100 percent of the profits 
to the school’s fundraising campaign. 
Or the brewers might sponsor fundrais- 
ers for the local food shelf, as they did 
on December 18, or decide to keep the 
menu limited at their expansive new 
hometown taproom in downtown St. 
Albans, so as not to compete with nearby' 
restaurants. In all these instances, 
14th Star's success offers proof, in case 
anyone needed it, that virtue and gen- 
erosity are often handsomely rewarded. 

What We Promise Never 
to Write About Again 
Alice: Trader Joe’s 

Two words: Trader Joe's. Yes, readers 
were excited, and we tried to keep you 
up-to-date on the big chain’s arrival. 
Now that it's here, I’ve almost forgotten 
about it. See you at Healthy Living. 

Hannah: One-barrel breweries 

Call me a snob, but I’m not going to 
write about your one-barrel brewery. 
You’re a homebrewer, and that’s great, 
but it's not news. 

Unless you’re the next big thing 
— which you might be, and I truly, 
honestly hope you are. But if you’re that 
good, you should start with a bigger 
system. 

If you can't afford a bigger system, 
find investors! Take out a small business 
loan! Wait a year or three to start your 
production brewery’. Once you're prop- 
erly set up, people are going to want 
your beer. And then I'll want to write 
about you. © 

Contact: alice@sevendaysvt.com, 
hannah@sevendaysvt.com 
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Best Bite of 2014 

Pascolo Ristorante, Burlington 

BY ALICE LEVITT 

F or years, when readers asked me where to stop for a 
meal on Church Street, I told them to keep walking. 

It’s no surprise that Burlington’s main drag generally 
hasn’t been inspirational to me; as a critic, I’m most 
excited by the undiscovered spots that exceed my expectations 
and offer something I can’t find anywhere else. Church Street, 
with its high traffic and steep rents, attracts just the opposite: 
restaurants sure to please as many diners as possible. 

Jeremy Bentham, the father of modern utilitarianism, 
posited that the best course of action is one that will create 
“the greatest happiness of the greatest number” and lead 
to suffering for the fewest. In 
gustatory terms, I'm often the 
one suffering in those cases. 

However, this year Church 
Street welcomed a crowd 
pleaser I can agree on. Pascolo 
Ristorante has earned my stamp 
as the best new local restaurant 
of 2014. 

Very few eateries in Vermont 
can satisfy my whole clan. My 
brother is a classic adult picky 
eater whose daily diet consists 
primarily of MorningStar Farms’ 

Chik Patties, broccoli and choco- 
late-chip cookies. But he’s a fan of 
Pascolo’s pizza Margherita. 

My mom is a vegetarian who lost her sense of smell to a 
chinning bar as a tween. The slippery chew of the restaurant’s 
housemade pasta provides enough texture to bring her back 
on a regular basis. 

Grandma is an 88-year-old world traveler who’s eaten her 
way across every continent but Antarctica. She has a reputa- 
tion for being jaded, but she moons over Pascolo’s classic 
Caesar and lunchtime sandwiches. 

As for me? Just read this article. Picking the best new 
restaurant wasn’t easy. A close runner-up was the Lobby in 
Middlebury, with its dramatic riverside setting and menu of 
upscale fare transformed into burgers. I also wrestled with the 
possibility of calling this “The Year of the Diner” and splitting 
the love between South Burlington’s Parkway Diner and the 
Diner in Middlebury, for their perfect versions of classics and 
uncommon creations, respectively. 

But Pascolo triumphed. It’s a place to which I’m happy to 
direct tourists and locals, foodies and fussy eaters alike. 

Here’s why. 

Best Dish 

I’m a carbohydrate craver who adheres to the Paleo diet in 
most of my off-hours, so Pascolo's pasta is my dirty little secret. 

It haunts my dreams — and my waking nightmares of buying 
new, bigger jeans. When I indulge, it’s no easy feat to pick my 
poison, as it were. 

The bucatini carbonara, which vibrates with unexpected 
lemon that cuts through its eggy, cheesy, fatty delights, has 
left the building for the moment. I miss it. But chef Kevin 
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FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS, 
THANKS FOR A WONDERFUL 2014! 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 



food 


Sprouse has crafted a menu full of 
other things I want to eat. 

The housemade pappardelles usually 
win. If I’m doing noodles, I want them 
wide and chewy. Which is better? The 
funghi version, with its wood-roasted 
mushrooms and Marsala-sweetened 
truffle cream, fills the void left by the 
now-discontinued pappardelle con 
funghi that I loved for more than a 
decade at Trattoria Delia. With its piney 
notes of rosemary, Pascolo's dish trumps 
even that one. 

But sometimes I prefer a bit of 
housemade sausage, bolstered by a rich 
fennel cream and sage: the pappardelle 
finocchio. I can’t make Sophie’s choice 
here. Both are Pascolo’s best dish, pasta 
Nazis be damned. 

What Else to Eat 

I almost said “seasonal salad” when I 
was considering the best dish. Since 
Pascolo opened in May, I’ve enjoyed 
everything from shaved, raw asparagus 
with mint to beets with house ricotta. 
This is a Farmhouse Group restaurant, 
after all. Fresh and seasonal is the name 
of the game, and I will play by whatever 



rules they put forth. Some may complain 
that the salads are small and pricey. I’m 
cheap, and I still say the concentrated 
flavors are worth it. 

The more budget-friendly pizzas are 
worth a mention, too. I'm particularly 
fond of the pane ffattau, topped with 
a pair of runny-yolked eggs that engulf 
the covering of crisp pancetta. 

What to Drink 

Wine director Alex Moran chooses 
bottles exclusively from Italy. Glasses 
are divided by color, while bottles, rang- 
ing in price from $28 to $300, are orga- 
nized by region. With a little digging, 
you can match your dinner to a wine 
from the same region for optimal terroir 
indulgence. 

But sticking only with vino or one of 
the six birri on tap would be a shame, 
because Sean McKenzie’s cocktail pro- 
gram does an excellent job of fusing 
mostly Italian spirits with Vermont fla- 
vors. How about a Befana, which mixes 
vermouth, amaro and Benedictine with 
cranberry shrub, a sweetened vinegar- 
based syrup? 

What to Look For 

Since its days as Sweet Tomatoes, even 
before the name changed to Three 
Tomatoes Trattoria, the brick-laden 
basement space has been an appealing 
one. Yes, it exudes dusky Euro romance 
to the nth degree, and the new, centrally 
placed bar fosters conviviality. 

But the open kitchen that's always 
been visible has never put on a better 
show than it does on Pascolo's watch. 
The wood-fired oven, which has turned 
out pies for a quarter-century, still does 
its duty, rewarding those who snag a 
seat within viewing distance. But the 
best spot in the house is the one to the 
left of the original Three Tomatoes 
dining room. There, if you’re lucky, 
you’ll see a cook turning out miles of 
noodles, a sight that yields a pleasure as 
hypnotic as watching the crayon factory 
on "Sesame Street.” 

Even if you don't score a table with a 
view, dinner is entertainment enough. ® 

INFO 




Choose from over 20 types of bagels 
and 15+ cream cheeses made fresh 
in-house daily. 

Breakfast sandwiches available all day. 
Uncommon Grounds coffee, soups, 
salads, pastries & more! 
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1166 Williston Road, South Burlington (next to Gadue’s) 
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calendar 

DECEMBER 26. 2014-JANUARY 7. 2015 


FRI.26 


community 

OPEN HEART CIRCLE: A safe space 
en and women encourages open 
sharing that fosters gratitude, reflection, 
affirmation and more. Sacred Mountain 
Studio, Burlington, 5:45-7:45 p.m. 
Donations. Info, 922-3724. 

REMINISCE GROUP: Participants ages 70 
id up chat about their early memories. 
Montpelier Senior Activity Center, 12:45- 
2:15 p.m. Free. Info, 223-2518. 

dance 

BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING: VIENNESE 

WALTZ: Samir Elabd leads choreographed 
steps for singles and couples. No partner 
or experience required. Jazzercize Studio, 
Williston, introductory lesson, 7-8 p.m.; 
dance, 8-10 p.m. $6-14. Info, 862-2269. 

etc. 

ILLUMINATE THE LAKE: Visitors celebrate 
winter, animals and lights at this one-of- 
' id exhibit See echovermont.org for 
details. ECHO Lake Aquarium and Science 
Center/Leahy Center for Lake Champlain, 
Burlington, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Regular 

ission, $10.50-13.50; free for kids 2 and 
:r. Info, 877-324-6386. 

film 

WARREN MILLER S NO TURNING BACK 1 : 

The biggest names in skiing tackle 
daunting peaks in this adrenaline- 
pumping tribute to 65 years of mountain 
culture and extreme filmmaking. Vermont 
nd Snowboard Museum, Stowe, 7 p.m. 
$12; limited space. Info, 863-5966. 

games 

BRIDGE CLUB: Strategic thinkers have fun 
the popular card game. Burlington 
Bridge Club, Williston, 10 a.m. $6 includes 
refreshments. Info, 651-0700. 

health & fitness 
AVOID FALLS WITH IMPROVED 
STABILITY: A personal trainer 
demonstrates daily exercises for 


seniors concerned about their balance. 
Pines Senior Living Community, South 
Burlington, 10-11 a.m. $5-6. Info, 658-7477. 
LAUGHTER YOGA: Breathe, clap, chant 
and giggle! Participants reduce stress 
with this playful practice. Bring personal 
water. The Wellness Co-op, Burlington, 
noon-1 p.m. Free. Info. 999-7373. 

LIVING STRONG GROUP: A blend of 
singing and exercising enlivens a workout. 
Montpelier Senior Activity Center, 2-3 p.m. 
Free. Info. 223-2518. 

YOGA CONSULT Yogis looking to refine 
their practice get helpful tips. Fusion 
Studio Yoga & Body Therapy, Montpelier, 11 
a.m. Free; preregister. Info, 272-8923. 
holidays 

AN ALMOST VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS': 

Musicians and puppeteers join forces 
onstage in The Nativity, Saint George 
and A Tree Grows in Brooklyn. Sandglass 
Theater, Putney, 3-4:30 & 7-8:30 p.m. $13- 
16. Info, 387-4051. 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL': Miserly Mr. 
Scrooge gets unexpected Christmas Eve 
visitors in Northern Stage's adaptation of 
Charles Dickens' tale. Briggs Opera House, 
White River Junction, 2 & 7:30 p.m. $20- 
55. Info, 296-7000. 

Icids 

EARLY BIRD MATH: One plus one equals 
fun! Youngsters and their caregivers gain 
exposure to mathematics through books, 
songs and games. Richmond Free Library, 
11 a.m.-noon. Free. Info, 434-3036. 

MUSIC WITH DEREK: Movers and groovers 
up to age 8 shake out their sillies to 
toe-tapping tunes. Buttered Noodles, 
Williston, 10 a.m. Free. Info, 764-1810. 
outdoors 

SLEIGH RIDES: Giddy up! Weather 
permitting, horses trot folks over snow- 
covered open fields. Rides leave every half 
hour; seats are first come, first served. 
Shelburne Farms, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. $8-10; free 
for kids 2 and under. Info. 985-8442. 
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FIRST NIGHT ST. 
JOHNSBURY: 
HYPZOTIQUE 
BELLYDANCE CIRCUS 


Sassy and Classy 

Middle Eastern dance meets mayhem and mischief when the Hypzotique 
Bellydance Circus performs. Directed by E.K. Narey, the St. Johnsbury- 
based troupe distills flamenco, burlesque, hip-hop and gypsy folkloric 
dance into a unique, ever-evolving style. Joined by members of Anam 
Caravan, the Raq-ettes and the Heather Morris Celtic Dancers, the eclectic 
entertainers turn vaudeville on its head. Live music, showgirls and plenty 
of pranksters — led by Narey’s sinister sidekick Jingo the Dark Clown 
— keep audiences on the edge of their seats. Madcap antics aside, these 
polished performers present a sophisticated show to remember. 



Defying Gravity 

Identical twins Elsie Smith and Serenity 
Smith Forchion do everything together 
— including feats of breathtaking 
aerial acrobatics. The award-winning 
performers’ high-flying act snagged 
them gigs with Cirque du Soleil and 
Ringling Bros, and Barnum & Bailey 
Circus, among other companies. After 
traveling the world, the two began 
teaching in Brattleboro and soon 
realized they had the recipe for success, 
founding their company, Nimble Arts, 
in 2003. Today the sisters head the 
New England Center for Circus Arts, 
known for producing top performers 
such as the trapezists, jugglers and 
contortionists featured in “Ruckus: A 
Cirque Spectacular." 

* FIRST NIGHT ST. JOHNSBURY: 
NIMBLE ARTS 

Fuller Hall. St Johnsbury Academy. $10- 
20 First Night wristband. Info. 748-2600. 
firstnightstj.com 


Perfect 

Complement 

Laura Heaberlin and Taylor Smith 
perform under the moniker Cricket Blue, 
but the Burlington-based folk duo, which 
formed in 2013, is anything but chirpy. The 
pair met at Middlebury College, where 
they studied philosophy and literature. 
Those subjects figure prominently in 
introspective music that Vermont Public 
Radio’s Peter Biello says “has a deceptive 
simplicity to it.” Cricket Blue's self-titled 
debut EP established Heaberlin and Smith 
as skilled songwriters with a knack for 
storytelling. Taking the stage with just a 
pair of acoustic guitars, they easily wrangle 
themes of love, mythology and friendship 
into tightly knit, soaring harmonies. 

FIRST NIGHT BURLINGTON: 
CRICKET BLUE 

First Night button: free for kids under 3. Info. 
863-600S.rirstnlghtburlington.com 


immm 


S he's just 22 years old, but Francesca Blanchard has seen 
plenty of the world. Born In France, the singer-songwriter 
moved to Vermont at age 11, and her passport boasts 
stamps from India, Egypt, Kenya, South Korea, Thailand, 
Guatemala and Mauritania. International travel exposed 
Blanchard to cultural experiences that would later inform her 
bilingual songwriting — a mix of French and English that bears 
the mark of one wise beyond her years. Pouring her heart into 
delicate melodies written for the acoustic guitar, 
the rising talent launched a music career 
with her 2011 EP Songs on an Ovation and 
continues to blossom. 


'V 
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LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SEVEND 


talks 

GROWING OLDER DISCUSSION GROUP: 

Andy Potok leads a dialogue that 
addresses thoughts and fears about 
aging. Montpel ler Senior Activity Center, 
10:30-11:30 a.m. Free. Info, 223-2518. 


SAT.27 

comedy 

TWO FIFTY AND A SNICKER': Chris 
Woolsey and Julia DiFerdinando elicit 
big laughs in their original sketch 
comedy, complete with live musical 
accompaniment. North End Studio 
B, Burlington, 7-8:30 p.m. $15. Info, 
373-4703. 

community 

WOMEN'S CIRCLE: Those who identify as 
women gather for readings, discussion 
and activities. The Wellness Co-op, 
Burlington, 5-6:30 p.m. Free. Info, 888- 
492-8218, ext. 302. 


etc. 

ILLUMINATE THE LAKE: See FRI.26, 10 

LARGE BIRDS OF PREY PERFORMANCE: 

Resident raptors from the Vermont 
Institute of Natural Sciences delight 
avian enthusiasts young and old. The 
Schoolhouse, Sugarbush Resort, Warren, 
4-5:30 p.m. $7-12. Info, 800-537-8427. 
VERMONT REINDEER: Visitors learn the 
history of Santa’s signature animals and 
how they connect to other wildlife in the 
region. ECHO Lake Aquarium and Science 
Center/Leahy Center for Lake Champlain, 
Burlington. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Regular 
admission, $10.50-13.50; free for kids 2 
and under. Info, 877-324-6386. 


§ film 

WARREN MILLER'S NO TURNING BACK': 

5 See FRI.26. 


| food & drink 
£ CHOCOLATE TASTING: Sweets lovers 
sample treats while learning about how 
cocoa is grown and produced. Nutty 
Steph's Granola & Chocolate Factory, 

£ Montpelier, 2-3 p.m. Free. Info, 229-2090. 

2 MIDDLEBURY WINTER FARMERS 

MARKET: Crafts, cheeses, breads, veggies 
5 and more vie for spots in shoppers' 

™ totes. Mary Hogan Elementary School, 
Middlebury, 9:30 a.m.-l p.m. Free. Info, 
989-7223. 

£ RUTLAND WINTER FARMERS MARKET: 

2 More than 50 vendors offer produce, 
g cheese, homemade bread and other 
2 made-in-Vermont products at the bustling 
indoor venue. Vermont Farmers Food 
Center, Rutland, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. Info, 
753-7269. 

WINE TASTING: New releases of Argentine 
a red blends please discerning palates, 
g Trapp Family Lodge, Stowe, 4-6 p.m. $20; 

5 preregister. Info, 253-5742. 


health & fitness 
PRENATAL YOGA & BARRE: Moms-to-be 
prepare their bodies for labor and birth. 
Prenatal Method Studio, Burlington, 
10:30-11:30 a.m. $15. Info, 829-0211. 
R.I.P.P.E.D.: Resistance, intervals, power, 
plyometrics, endurance and diet define 
this high-intensity physical-fitness 
program. North End Studio A, Burlington, 
9-10 a.m. $10. Info, 578-9243, 

holidays 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL': See FRI.26. 
kids 

SATURDAY DROP-IN STORY TIME: A 

weekly selection of music and books 
entertains children of all ages. Burnham 
Memorial Library, Colchester, 10 a.m. Free. 
Info, 264-5664. 

SPANISH MUSICAL PLAYGROUP: Little 
ones up to age 5 join Constancia Gomez 
for stories, rhymes and songs en espa no/. 
Crafts and snacks with Natasha round out 
the fun. Dorothy Ailing Memorial Library, 
Williston, 10:30 a.m. Free. Info, 878-4918. 
outdoors 

BIRD MONITORING WALK: Adults and 
older children don binoculars and keep 
an eye out for feathered fliers. Birds of 
Vermont Museum, Huntington, 8-9:45 
a.m. Free; preregister. Info, 434-2167. 
SLEIGH RIDES: See FRI.26, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
SNAKE MOUNTAIN WINTER WONDERLAND: 
Old-growth forests, frozen glacial ponds 
and an expansive view of the southern 
Champlain Valley make for a memorable 
outing. Contact trip leader for details. 

Snake Mountain, Middlebury, 9 a.m. Free; 
preregister; limited space. Info, 233-8091. 

seminars 

3D PRINTING. DESIGNING & SCANNING 
WITH BLU-BIN: Instruction in basic 
programs teaches attendees how to 
build digital models of their ideas. Blu- 
Bin, Burlington, noon-1 :30 p.m. Free; 
preregister. Info, 345-6030. 

DIGITAL VIDEO EDITING: Final Cut 
Pro users get familiar with the most 
recent version of the editing software. 
Prerequisite of VCAM Access Orientation 
or equivalent or instructor's permission. 
VCAM Studio, Burlington, 11 a.m. Free. Info, 
651-9692, bill®vermontcam.org. 

theater 

RUCKUS: A CIROUE SPECTACULAR': High- 
flying theatrics come to life via the award- 
winning troupe of trapezists, jugglers and 
contortionists. Spruce Peak Performing 
Arts Center, Stowe Mountain Resort, 7 p.m. 
$20-46. Info, 760-4634. 


SUN. 28 

community 

OK ABC PRACTICE: A: Who am I? B: What do 
I want to be? C: How can I change the world? 
An open meeting explores these inquiries. 
Fletcher Free Library, Burlington, 4:45-6 p.m. 
Free. Info, 989-9684. 


etc. 

ILLUMINATE THE LAKE: See FRI.26, 10 
a.m.-5 p m 

film 

WARREN MILLER'S NO TURNING BACK': 

See FRI.26, Spruce Peak Performing Arts 
Center, Stowe Mountain Resort, 7 p.m. $12. 
Info, 760-4634. 

food & drink 

SUNDAY BREAKFAST: Rise and shine! 
Pancakes, scrambled eggs, corned beef 
hash, sausage gravy and biscuits await. 
Proceeds benefit veterans and their 
families. VFW Post 309, Peru, N.Y., 9 a.m.- 
noon. $8. Info, 518-643-4580. 

health & fitness 
NIA WITH SUZY: Drawing from martial 
arts, dance arts and healing arts, sensory- 
based movements inspire participants to 
explore their potential. South End Studio, 
Burlington. 9-10 a.m. $14. Info, 522-3691. 
SUNDAY SANGHA: COMMUNITY 
ASHTANGA yoga: Students of all ages 
and skill levels hit the mat to breathe 
through a series of poses. Grateful Yoga, 
Montpelier, 5:40-7 p.m. $1-20 suggested 
donation. Info, 224-6183. 

holidays 

BREAKING UP CHRISTMAS: CAJUN 
SOLSTICE DANCE: Katie Trautz and the 
Green Mountain Playboys channel the 
best of the bayou with toe-tapping tunes. 
Cabot Town Hall, 3 p.m. Donations. Info, 
563-2279. 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT: Greg Smith, Ann 
Rowell and Jan Van Mynen present a 
seasonal program for voice, piano and 
organ. Shelburne United Methodist 
Church, 1:30-2:30 p.m. Free. Info, 
985-3981. 

VAJRASATTVA: NEW YEAR'S 
PURIFICATION RETREAT: Those looking 
to shed negative karma and welcome 
2015 anew join venerable Tenzin Chogkyi 
for an introspective getaway. See 
milarepacenter.org for details. Milarepa 
Center, Barnet, 5 p.m. $247.50-275; 
preregister. Info, 633-4136. 

KIDS YOGA: Yogis ages 3 through 7 gain 
strength and balance while learning 
how to focus and relax. Grateful Yoga, 
Montpelier, 4:15-5:15 p.m. $12. Info, 
224-6183. 

RUSSIAN PLAY TIME WITH NATASHA: 

Youngsters up to age 8 learn new words 
via rhymes, games, music, dance and a 
puppet show. Buttered Noodles, Williston, 
11-11:45 a.m. Free. Info, 764-1810. 

language 

DIMANCHES FRENCH CONVERSATION: 

Parlez-vous franjais? Speakers practice 
the tongue at a casual drop-in chat. 

Local History Room, Fletcher Free Library. 
Burlington, 4-5:30 p.m. Free. Info, 
363-2431. 


outdoors 

SLEIGH RIDES: See FRI.26, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 


MON. 29 

dance 

BOOT CAMP FOR DANCERS: Intermediate- 
to-advanced dancers hone their skills 
under the direction of Hanna Satterlee. 
Contemporary Dance & Fitness Studio, 
Montpelier, 3:30-4:45 p.m. $16. Info, 
229-4676. 

etc. 

ILLUMINATE THE LAKE: See FRI.26, 10 

a.m.-5p.m. 

film 

WARREN MILLER S NO TURNING BACK': 

See FRI.26. 

games 

BRIDGE CLUB: See FRI.26, 7 p.m. 
TABLETOP GAME NIGHT: Players ages 
14 and up sit down to friendly bouts of 
Settlers of Catan, Ticket to Ride and more. 
Burnham Memorial Library, Colchester, 
5:30-7:45 p.m. Free. Info, 264-5660. 
TRIVIA NIGHT: Teams of quick thinkers 
gather for a meeting of the minds. Lobby, 
Hotel Vermont, Burlington, 7-9 p.m. Free. 
Info, 651-5012. 

health & fitness 

AVOID FALLS WITH IMPROVED 
STABILITY: See FRI.26. 

LIVING STRONG GROUP: See FRI.26. 2:30- 
3:30 p.m. 

PRENATAL YOGA & BARRE: See SAT.27, 
12:15-1:15 & 5-6 p.m. 

R.I.P.P.E.D.: See SAT.27, 6-7 p.m. 
holidays 

VAJRASATTVA: NEW YEAR’S 
PURIFICATION RETREAT: See SUN.28, 

5 p.m. 

kids 

CHILDLIGHT YOGA FOR KIDS: Budding 
yogis ages 4 through 8 hit the mat for a 
stretching session. Fletcher Free Library, 
Burlington, 11 a.m. Free. Info, 865-7216. 
INTERGENERATIONAL DESSERT BOOK 
DISCUSSION: Readers in grades 6 and up 
consider Mike Mignola and Christopher 
Golden's Joe Golem and the Drowning 
City over sweet treats. Burnham Memorial 
Library, Colchester. 6:30-7:30 p.m. Free. 
Info, 264-5660. 

KIDS YOGA: A fun-filled class for students 
ages 8 through 12 encourages focus, 
creativity and teamwork. Grateful Yoga, 
Montpelier, 4:15-5:15 p.m. $12. Info, 
224-6183. 

MUSIC WITH PETER: Preschoolers up to 
age 5 bust out song-and-dance moves to 
traditional and original folk tunes. Dorothy 
Ailing Memorial Library. Williston, 11 a.m. 
Free; limited to one session per week per 
family. Info, 878-4918. 






everything 

for the 

Holidays 


Vermont Snowflake Pendants 

ire Custom Made in White Gold 
and Diamonds starting at S275 


Stowe Kitchen 
Bath & Linens 

Vineyard Vines Clothing - 50% off 
Swissmar Fondue Sets 
Vietri Santa Plates 50% off 
Ursa Major for all your spa needs! 
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cmiScak 91 Main Street. Stowe 
socufrv < 802 ) 253-5033 

stowe@ferrojewelers.com 


Kick Your New Heels 
Up to Ring in 2015! 


We’re Betting on 
365 Days of Happy! 
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gourmet food • produce • baked goods 
gift baskets • European specialties 
and stocking stuffers! 

1031 mountain road • stowe 
802-253-3800 
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Save 20 % off 

every book, every day! 
PLUS, you’ll get 10% off cards 
and stationery, gifts, calendars, 
cafe items, and more! 


rt us for details', i 

tioemx 


pi; 


O O K S 


* F RESOLUTION 
TO REALITY 


You don’t have 
to choose between 

saving money and 
buying local 

Do both 

at Phoenix Books! 


Join the Y before 
the end of January! 

• Convenient locations 

• Complimentary fitness assessment 

• Free T-shirt while supplies last 

• Joining fee waived in January 


gbymca.org • 862-YMCA 


music 

BEGINNING PIANO LESSON: Guided 
by Kim Hewitt, students of all ages try 
their hands at the black-and-white keys. 
Compass Music and Arts Center, Brandon, 
3:30-5 p.m. $15; preregister for 30-minute 
time slot. Info, 989-1694. 
outdoors 

SLEIGH RIDES: See FRI.26, 11 a.m,-2 p.m. 

TUE.30 

community 

TLC NURSING ASSOCIATES HOLIDAY 

OPEN HOUSE: Folks learn about the 
organization's in-home services for 
people of all ages, physical conditions 
and cognitive abilities. TLC Nursing 
Associates, West Lebanon, N.H., 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. Free; preregister. Info, 735-1123. 
TUESDAY VOLUNTEER NIGHTS: Folks pitch 
in around the shop by organizing parts, 
moving bikes and tackling other projects. 
Children under 12 must be accompanied by 
an adult. Bike Recycle Vermont, Burlington, 
5-8 p.m. Free. Info, 264-9687. 

dance 

INTRO TO TRIBAL BELLY DANCE: Ancient 
traditions define this moving meditation 
that celebrates creative energy. 
Comfortable clothing required. Sacred 
Mountain Studio, Burlington, 6:45 p.m. 
$13. Info, piper.c.emily®gmail.com. 

'THE NUTCRACKER': The Sugar Plum Fairy 
twirls across the stage in this Bolshoi 
Ballet production, broadcast to the 
big screen. Catamount Arts Center, St. 
Johnsbury, 7 p.m. $6-18. Info, 748-2600. 
SWING DANCE PRACTICE SESSION: 
TWinkle-toed dancers get familiar with 
the lindy hop, Charleston and balboa. 
Indoor shoes required. Champlain Club, 
Burlington, 7:30-9:30 p.m. $5. Info, 
448-2930. 

etc. 

ILLUMINATE THE LAKE: See FRI.26. 10 

a.m.-5 p jn. 

film 

KNIGHTS OF THE MYSTIC MOVIE CLUB: 

Cinema hounds screen campy flicks at this 
ode to offbeat productions. Main Street 
Museum, White River Junction, 8 p.m. 
Free. Info, 356-2776. 

food & drink 
WINE TASTING: Cheers! Locavores 
mingle with Stuart Timmons of Farrell 
Distributing over newly released Vermont 
reds. Trapp Family Lodge, Stowe, 4-6 p.m. 
$20; preregister. Info, 253-5742. 

games 

GAMING FOR TEENS & ADULTS: Tabletop 
games entertain players of all skill levels. 
Kids 13 and under require a legal guardian 
or parental permission to attend. Fletcher 
Free Library, Burlington, 5-7:45 p.m. Free. 
Info, 865-7216. 


health & fitness 

AFRO JAZZ & YOGA WORKOUT: An 

inspired session combines dancing and 
yoga sequences with floor work and hand 
weights. Contemporary Dance & Fitness 
Studio, Montpelier, 5:15-6:45 p.m. $16. 

Info, 229-4676. 

GENTLE YOGA WITH JILL LANG: Students 
get their stretch on in a supportive 
environment. Personal mat required. 
Dorothy Ailing Memorial Library, Williston, 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Free. Info, 878-4918. 

INTRO TO YOGA: Newcomers discover 
the benefits of aligning breath and body. 
Fusion Studio Yoga & Body Therapy, 
Montpelier, 4-5 p.m. Free; preregister. Info, 
272-8923. 

NIA WITH SUZY: See SUN. 28, North End 
Studio B, Burlington, 7-8 a.m. $13. Info. 
522-3691. 

PRENATAL YOGA & BARRE: See SAT.27, 
12:15-1:15 & 4:30-5:30 p.m. 

holidays 

'THE apartment': Business plans go 
hilariously awry in Billy Wilder's 1960 
romantic comedy starring Jack Lemmon 
and Shirley MacLaine. Film House, Main 
Street Landing Performing Arts Center, 
Burlington, 7 p.m. Free; first come, first 
served. Info, 540-3018. 

VAJRASATTVA: NEW YEAR’S 
PURIFICATION RETREAT: See SUN.28, 5 


kids 

CHILDLIGHT YOGA FOR KIDS: See 

M0N.29. 

TECH TUESDAYS: Youngsters tackle 
e-crafts, circuits and programming after 
school gets out. Kellogg-Hubbard Library, 
Montpelier, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Free. Info, 
223-4665. 

TODDLER STORY TIME: Tykes up to 3 
years old have fun with music, rhymes, 
snacks and captivatingtales. Burnham 
Memorial Library, Colchester, 10:30-11 a.m. 
Free; preregister. Info. 264-5660. 

language 

FRENCH CONVERSATION GROUP: 

Beginner-to-intermedlate speakers 
brush up on their language skills. El Gato 
Cantina, Burlington, 4:30-6 p.m. Free. Info, 
540-0195. 

PAUSE-CAFE FRENCH CONVERSATION: 

French students of varying levels engage 
in dialogue en franfais. Panera Bread, 
Burlington, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. Info, 
363-2431. 

outdoors 

SLEIGH RIDES: See FRI.26, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
words 

WRITER'S CIRCLE: Lit lovers of all skill 
levels put pen to paper in an encouraging 
environment. The Wellness Co-op, 
Burlington, 5:30-7 p.m. Free. Info, 888- 
492-8218, ext 300. 






FIND FUTURE DATES + UPDATES AT 5 


WED. 31 

community 

PEER SUPPORT CIRCLE: A confidential, 
welcoming space allows participants to 
converse freely without giving advice or 
solving problems. The Wellness Co-op, 
Burlington, 5-6 p.m. Free. Info, 777-8602. 

DOG PARADE: Costumed canines 
welcome the new year with barks and 
wagging tails alongside their human 
companions. Proceeds benefit PAWSitive 
Pantry. Gate House Base Lodge, 
Sugarbush Resort, Warren, registration, 

2 p.m.; parade, 3:30 p.m. $10. Info, 
583-6349. 

ILLUMINATE THE LAKE: See FRI.26, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

food & drink 

COFFEE TASTING: Sips of Counter Culture 
Coffee varieties inspire side-by-side 
comparisons of different regional blends. 
Maglianero Cafe, Burlington, noon. Free. 
Info. 617-331-1276, corey@maglianero. 

WEDNESDAY WINE DOWN: Oenophiles 
get over the midweek hump with four 
different varietals and samples from Lake 
Champlain Chocolates, Cabot Creamery 
and other local food producers. Drink, 
Burlington, 4:30 p.m. $12. Info, 860-9463, 
melissashahady@vtdrink.com. 


games 

BRIDGE CLUB: See FRI.26, 9:15 a.m. 


health & fitness 
ACRO YOGA: Partner and group work 
taps into the therapeutic benefits 
of modified acrobatics. Yoga 
Mountain Center, Montpelier, 

5:45-7 p.m. $15. Info, 

324-1737. 

R.I.P.P.E.D.: See M0N.29. I 

REFRESHING VINYASA g 

YOGA: A lively practice < 

builds strength and flexibility 
while improving stamina, 
circulation and range of motion. 
Contemporary Dance & Fitness Studio, 
Montpelier, noon-l:15 p.m. $16. Info, 
229-4676. 


holidays 

ARTSRIOT'S NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY: 

Revelers don formal attire for a year-end 
bash featuring Champagne pours and live 
music by Kat Wright & the Indomitable 
Soul Band. ArtsRiot, Burlington, 8 p.m.- 
midnight. $15-20. Info, 540-0406. 
CRICKET BLUE: Armed with a pair of 
acoustic guitars, the Burlington-based 
folk duo brings introspective tunes to 
the stage. See calendar spotlight. First 
Congregational Church, Burlington, 7 p.m. 
$5-20 First Night button; free for kids 
under 3. Info, 863-6005. 


DAVE KELLER S NEW YEAR'S EVE 
EXTRAVAGANZA: Folks bid adieu to 
2014 with the Starline Rhythm Boys, the 
Dave Keller Band, Mad Taco fare. Three 
Penny Taproom brews and a Champagne 
toast at midnight. Montpelier City Hall 
Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.-l a.m. $10-15. Info, 
229-0492. 

FIREWORKS & TORCHLIGHT PARADE: 

Sugarbush employees light up Lincoln 
Peak at this sparkly New Year's Eve 
tradition. Sugarbush Resort, Warren, 7 
p.m. Call for price. Info, 800-537-8427. 
FIRST NIGHT BURLINGTON: Folks of 
all ages cap off 2014 with circus arts, 
theater, music, dance and fireworks 
at this substance-free fete. See 
firstnightburlington.com for details. 
Various downtown Burlington locations, 
noon-midnight. $5-20 First Night button; 
free for kids under 3; some some shows 
require additional $5 tickets. Info, 
863-6005. 

FIRST NIGHT ST. JOHNSBURY: More than 
50 acts perform at a citywide celebration 
of the arts that ends with a dazzling 
fireworks display. See firstnightstj.com for 
details. Various St. Johnsbury locations, 

4 p.m.-midnight. $10-20 wristband. Info, 
748-2600, info@firstnightstj.com. 
FRANCESCA BLANCHARD: The well- 
traveled rising talent captures her life 
experiences in original songs, performed 
in both French and English. See calendar 
spotlight. First Unitarian Universalist 
Society, Burlington, 9 p.m. $5-20 First 
Night button; free for kids under 3. Info, 
863-6005. 

HYPZOTIOUE BELLYDANCE CIRCUS: 

Dancers, live music, showgirls and 
pranksters are the perfect recipe for 
vaudevillian antics. See calendar 
spotlight. Fuller Hall, St. 
Johnsbury Academy, 6 & 7 
n. $10-20 wristband. Info, 

, 748-2600. 

MARKO THE MAGICIAN: 
Sleight-of-hand tricks 
delights audience members 
of all ages and give way to a 
hypnosis show. Auditorium, 
Montpelier High School, 4:30 & 
5:45 p.m. $5; free for kids 5 and under. 
Info, 223-9604. 

NEW YEAR'S EVE CELEBRATION: Family- 
friendly crafts pave the way for a ham 
dinner and a musical performance 
by Hearts & Souls. Bethany Church, 
Montpelier, 3 p.m. $25-30 for dinner and 
concert. Info, 622-0376. 

NEW YEAR'S EVE CONCERT: Hannah 
Beth Crary and Hillary Stewart team up 
with the Fiddleheads and the Highland 
Weavers for a spirited show. Proceeds 
benefit the Gillett Pond Save the Dam 
Fund. Richmond Congregational Church, 
7:30 p.m. $10 suggested donation. Info, 
434-4565. 
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large, 1 -topping pizza, 2 liter Coke 
product, 1 dozen boneless wings 


2 large, 1 -topping pizzas & 2-liter Coke product 

$24*99 


Happy New Hair! 


cMENSROOMVT.C ( 


AVEDA 


LADIES INVITED 


or nice, 
it's time to 
cozy up! 


Npw through the end of 2014, start unlimited conversations 
< for only $15 a month (usually $30). 

Browse 2,000+ profiles and connect with local singles 
at sevendaysvt.com, a trusted, online community 
powered by Vermonters. 


NEW YEAR’S EVE CONTRA DANCE: Folks 
in clean-soled shoes ring in the New Year 
to tunes by Cuckoo's Nest and calling 
by Ruth Sylvester. Tracy Hall, Norwich, 
beginner session, 7:45 p.m.: dance, 8 
p.m. $5-15; bring a snack to share. Info, 
785-4607. 

NEW YEAR'S EVE DINNER & THEATER: 

Broadway star Alisa Endsley offers 
cabaret-style entertainment after a 
gourmet dinner. Middlebury Inn, 6:30 p.m. 
$85 includes admittance to the Town Hall 
Theater party: cash bar. Info, 382-9222. 
NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY & FIREWORKS: 
Colorful light bursts bloom in the sky 
as a festive opening act for musical 
performers the Grift. Foeger Ballroom. Jay 
Peak Resort, 9 p.m. $10; for ages 18 and 
up. Info, 327-2596. 

NEW YEAR'S EVE ROAD RACE: Athletes 
end 2014 on a high note and pound the 
pavement in a 5K. See cvrunners.org for 
details. Pavilion Building. Montpelier, 
registration, 12:30-1:45 p.m.; race, 2 p.m. 
$10. Info, gregw.cvr@gmail.com. 

NEW YEAR'S EVE SYMPHONY GALA: The 
Vermont Symphony Orchestra kicks off 
the New Year in style with dinner, dancing 
and big-band hits. Sheraton Hotel & 
Conference Center, South Burlington, 

7:30 p.m. $175; cash bar; preregister. Info. 
863-5966. 

NIMBLE ARTS: Awe-inspiring aerial 
acrobatics propel a circus act to 
remember, led by identical twins Elsie 
Smith and Serenity Smith Forchion. 

See calendar spotlight. Fuller Hall, St. 
Johnsbury Academy, 8 & 9 p.m. $10-20 
wristband. Info, 748-2600. 

OLD LANTERN NEW YEAR'S EVE 
CELEBRATION: Revelers welcome 2015 
with Top Hat Entertainment, tasty 
fare and midnight toast. Old Lantern, 
Charlotte, 8 p.m. $37.50; for ages 21 and 
up. Info, 863-5966. 

A ROCKIN' NEW YEAR'S EVE: Revelers 
groove to live tunes by the Doughboys, 
then usher in 2015 with a Champagne 
toast on the porch at midnight. Town Hall 
Theater, Middlebury, 8 p.m. $15; cash bar. 
Info, 382-9222. 

TIMBERS NEW YEAR'S EVE 
CELEBRATION: Diners ring in 2015 in 
style with a slope-side feast, followed by 
live music and plenty of revelry. Timbers 
Restaurant, Sugarbush Resort, Warren, 6 
p.m.-midnight. Prices vary: preregister. 
Info, 583-6800. 

VAJRASATTVA: NEW YEAR'S 
PURIFICATION RETREAT: See SUN.28, 5 
P-m. 

A VERY MERRY MIDDLEBURY: Festivities 
throughout the month of December 
transform the town into a winter 
wonderland for the whole family to 
enjoy. See experiencemiddlebury.com 
for details. Various Middlebury locations, 
Prices vary. Info, 377-3557. 


kids 

OPEN-SOURCE HARDWARE WORKSHOP: 

Tinkerers ages 10 and up learn about 
circuits and more when assembling kits 
from SparkFun electronics. Ilsley Public 
Library, Middlebury, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Free; 
preregister; limited space. Info, 388-4095. 
PRESCHOOL MUSIC: Kids ages 3 through 
5 sing and dance the afternoon away. 
Burnham Memorial Library, Colchester, 
1-1:30 p.m. Free. Info, 264-5660. 
language 

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 
CLASS: Beginners better their vocabulary. 
Pickering Room. Fletcher Free Library, 
Burlington, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. Info, 
865-7211. 

INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED ENGLISH AS 
A SECOND LANGUAGE CLASS: Students 
sharpen grammar and conversational 
skills. Administration Office, Fletcher Free 
Library. Burlington, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. 
Info. 865-7211. 

music 

AN INTIMATE EVENING WITH JAMES 
TAYLOR: SOLD OUT. The Grammy Award- 
wining folk troubadour performs a benefit 
concert for the Spruce Peak Arts Center 
Foundation. Spruce Peak Performing Arts 
Center, Stowe Mountain Resort, 8:30 p.m. 
$175-1,000. Info. 760-4634. 

outdoors 

SLEIGH RIDES: See FRI.26, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

THU.l 

holidays 

VAJRASATTVA: NEW YEAR'S 
PURIFICATION RETREAT: See SUN.28. 5 
P-m. 
music 

GREEN MOUNTAIN MAHLER FESTIVAL: 

Community singers and strings 
players deliver a grand performance 
of Beethoven's Ninth benefiting the 
Vermont Family Network. Elley-Long 
Music Center, St. Michael's College. 
Colchester, 3 & 5 p.m. $10-25. Info, 
862-5966. 
outdoors 

SLEIGH RIDES: See FRI.26, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
sports 

FIRST RUN: Athletes of all ages start 
2015 off on the right foot on a 5K course 
through downtown. See runvermont. 
org for details. Memorial Auditorium, 
Burlington, registration, 9:30-10:45 a.m.; 
kids fun run, 10:30 a.m.; 5K, 11 a.m. $5-35. 
Info. 863-8412. 

FRI.2 

dance 

BOOT CAMP FOR DANCERS: See M0N.29, 
5-6:15 p.m. 






UST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SEVI 


QUEEN CITY TANGO PRACTILONGA: 

Dancers kickoff the weekend with 
improvisation, camaraderie and laughter. 
No partner necessary, but clean, smooth- 
soled shoes required. North End Studio 
B, Burlington, 7:30-10 p.m. $7. Info, 
877-6648. 
etc. 

SNOW FARM WINE DOWN: Live music 
and local beer and wine served up in a 
pastoral setting make for an ideal end 
to the workweek See snowfarm.com for 
details. Snow Farm Vineyard, South Hero, 
6 p.m. Cost of drinks. Info, 372-9463. 

film 

WARREN MILLER'S 'NO TURNING BACK': 

See SUN. 28. 

games 

BRIDGE CLUB: See FRI.26. 
health & fitness 

AVOID FALLS WITH IMPROVED 
STABILITY: See FRI.26. 

LAUGHTER YOGA: See FRI.26. 

YOGA CONSULT: See FRI.26. 
kids 

EARLY BIRD MATH: See FRI.26. 

Igbtq 

FIRST FRIDAY: D Js and drag acts make for 
a memorable queer dance party. Higher 
Ground, South Burlington, 9 p.m. $5-10. 
Info. 877-987-6487. 

talks 

GROWING OLDER DISCUSSION GROUP: 

See FRI.26. 


food & drink 
BURLINGTON WINTER FARMERS 
MARKET: Farmers, artisans and producers 
offer fresh and prepared foods, crafts, and 
more in a bustling indoor marketplace 
with live music, lunch seating and 
face painting. Memorial Auditorium, 
Burlington, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. Info, 
310-5172. 

CALEDONIA WINTER FARMERS MARKET: 

Fresh baked goods, veggies, beef and 
maple syrup encourage foodies to shop 
locally. Welcome Center, St. Johnsbury, 10 
a.m.-l p.m. Free. Info, 592-3088. 

CAPITAL CITY WINTER FARMERS 
MARKET: Root veggies, honey, maple 
syrup and more change hands at an off- 
season celebration of locally grown food. 
Montpelier City Hall, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. 
Info, 223-2958. 

CHOCOLATE TASTING: See SAT.27. 
RUTLAND WINTER FARMERS MARKET: 

See SAT.27. 

WINE TASTING: Tasters sip nebbiolo, a 
red wine originating in the mountains 
of Italy's famed Piedmont region. Trapp 
Family Lodge, Stowe. 4-6 p.m. $20: 
preregister. Info, 253-5742. 

health & fitness 

BETTER HEALTH NUMEROLOGY FOR 

CHRONIC & RECURRING HEALTH ISSUES: 

Jessica Moseley explores the ancient 
art of finding meaning and potential 
in different number combinations. 
Community Room, Hunger Mountain 
Co-op, Montpelier, 1-2:15 p.m. Free; 
preregister. Info, 223-8000, ext 202. 
PRENATAL YOGA & BARRE: See SAT.27. 
R.I.P.P.E.D.: See SAT.27. 


SAT. 3 


dance 

BURLINGTON WESTIE DANCE: Movers 
and shakers in futuristic threads groove 
to a fusion of blues and West Coast 
swing. North End Studios, Burlington, 
introductory lesson, 6:30 p.m.; workshop, 
7 p.m.; dance, 8-11 p.m. $7-10. Info, 
burlingtonwestie@gmail.com. 

DOWNTON ABBEY' DANCE 
PARTY: Fans of the popular 
PBS series dress as their 
favorite character and 
hit the dance floor for 
an evening of fancy 
footwork. The Wilburton Inn, 

Manchester, 6:30-10 p.m. 

$40; cash bar. Info. 362-2500, 
bedandbrunchpr@gmail.com. 
SHAKE-OFF DANCE PARTY: Revelers 
groove to 0 Jed tunes at this sixth 
annual benefit for Vermont Access to 
Reproductive Freedom. Union Station, 
Burlington, 8 p.m.-l a.m. $12-100 
suggested donation: cash bar. Info, 
355-3910, 



YOGA TOTS: YogaFit Instructor Jessica 
Frost leads little ones ages 3 through 6 
in poses that focus their energy and relax 
minds. Community Room, Highgate 
ipal Building, 9 a.m. Free; 
preregister. Info, 868-3970. 
music 

RIPTON COMMUNITY 
COFFEEHOUSE: Local 
performers warm up the 
microphone for an acoustic 
set by vocalist Rani Arbo 
and guitarist Greg Ryan. 
Ripton Community House, 
p.m. $3-10. Info, 388-9782. 

outdoors 

FULL MOON SNOWSHOE HIKE: Nature 
lovers explore Montpelier's hillsides by 
lunar light. Snowshoes and hot chocolate 
provided. North Branch Nature Center, 
Montpelier, 7-8:30 p.m. $5-10; preregister. 
Info, 229-6206. 



SKI & RIDE 
WITH THE POINT! 

With The Mnh SKI 8, RIDE BUTTON AND COUPON BOOK y «, „« 

half price lift tickets every Friday at great mountains... plus the chance 
te win great prizes at eur Apres Ski & Ride Forties! THEY RE JUST $5! 
Get the Ski & Ride Schedule and all the infe at peintlm.cem! 


lake Champlain Checeloles, 
Wolerbury Center 
Lenny's bhee ond Apparel, 
Willislen, St Albans 
and Rlatlsburgh 

littleten Bike and Fitness, 
lillleten NH 

Meese River ledge, St Jehnsbury 
Cmer And Beb's, lebanen 
Cnien River Sperls, Mentpelier 

Culdeer Gear Exchange, 
Budingten 


Slepestyle Ski and Ride. 
Mentpelier 

Sunshine Beutique, St Jehnsbury 


The White Market at their 
lecatiens in tynds 
ond in St Jehnsbury 


The. 
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mode possible by 


GET YOURS NOW AT 

Alpine Shep, Seulh Budingten 
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MANSFIELD RIDGE HIKE: Adventure 
seekers strap on snowshoes for a 
difficult 9-mile trek to the summit of 
Mount Mansfield. Contact trip leader for 
details. Underhill State Park, 9 a.m. Free: 
preregister; limited space. Info, 899-9982. 
SLEIGH RIDES: Giddy up! Weather 
permitting, horses trot folks over snow- 
covered open fields. Rides leave every half 
hour; seats are first come, first served. 
Shelburne Farms, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. $8-10; free 
for kids 2 and under. Info, 985-8442. 

seminars 

VCAM ORIENTATION: Video-production 
hounds learn basic concepts and 
nomenclature at an overview of VCAM 
facilities, policies and procedures. VCAM 
Studio, Burlington, 11 a.m. Free. Info, 
651-9692. 


SUN. 4 

community 

OK ABC PRACTICE: See SUN.28. 
games 

SHRINERS SUPER BINGO: Players with 
five in a row win big at this monthly meet- 
up. Champlain Valley Exposition, Essex 
Junction, 12:30-5 p.m. $30 for 12 cards. 
Info, 434-2055. 
health & fitness 
NIA WITH SUZY: See SUN.28. 

SUNDAY SANGHA: COMMUNITY 
ASHTANGA YOGA: See SUN.28. 

kids 

KIDS YOGA: See SUN.28. 

RUSSIAN PLAY TIME WITH NATASHA: 

Youngsters up to age 8 learn new words 
via rhymes, games, music, dance and a 
puppet show. Buttered Noodles, Williston, 
11-11:45 a.m. Free. Info, 764-1810. 

language 

DIMANCHES FRENCH CONVERSATION: 

See SUN.28. 
music 

SWING NORTH BIG BAND: The 18-piece 
band brings jazz standards and reimagined 
carols to "Swinging Epiphany Celebration." 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Newport, 4 
p.m. $10. Info, 334-7365. 

outdoors 

SLEIGH RIDES: See SAT.3. 
theater 

’THE SECRET GARDEN’: Opera Theatre 
of Weston adapts Frances Hodgson 
Burnett's timeless tale for the stage. 
Paramount Theatre. Rutland, 2 p.m. $15- 
30. Info, 775-0903. 


MON. 5 

community 
PUBLIC HEARING: The Williston 
Selectboard hosts a meeting about 
proposed amendments to existing bylaws, 
followed by an examination of town 
budgets for the years 2016-2021. Meeting 
Room, Williston Town Hall, 7:30 p.m. Free. 
Info, 878-0919. 

games 

BRIDGE CLUB: See FRI.26, 7 p.m. 
health & fitness 

AVOID FALLS WITH IMPROVED 
STABILITY: See FRI.26. 

PRENATAL YOGA & BARRE: See SAT.27, 
12:15-1:15 & 5-6 p.m. 

R.I.P.P.E.D.: See M0N.29. 
kids 

ALICE IN NOODLELAND: Youngsters get 
acquainted over crafts and play while new 
parents and expectant mothers chat with 
maternity nurse and lactation consultant 
Alice Gonyar. Buttered Noodles. Williston, 
10-11 a.m. Free. Info, 764-1810. 

KIDS YOGA: See M0N.29. 

STORIES WITH MEGAN: Captivating tales 
entertain budding bookworms ages 2 
through 5. Robert Miller Community & 
Recreation Center, Burlington, 11-11:30 
a.m. Free. Info, 865-7216. 

outdoors 

FULL MOON SLEIGH RIDE: Weather 
permitting, families join Pat Palmer of 
Thornapple Farm and his team of draft 
horses for an excursion across open 
acres. Shelburne Farms, 5:30, 6:05 & 

6:40 p.m. $8-10; free for kids 2 and under; 
preregister. Info, 985-8686. 


TUE.6 

business 

BUSINESS VISIONING FOR THE NEW 
YEAR: Small-business mentor Jason 
Pugliese helps professionals craft a well- 
considered vision statement. Community 
Room, Hunger Mountain Co-op, 
Montpelier, 5:30-7 p.m. Free; preregister. 
Info, 223-8000, ext. 202. 
community 

ELLEN MARSDEN: The UVM biologist 
discusses the health of lake trout in Lake 
Champlain at Central Vermont Trout 
Unlimited's open meeting. Holiday Inn, 
South Burlington, 7-9 p.m. Free. Info, 
ghagwood@gmail.com. 

TUESDAY VOLUNTEER NIGHTS: See 
TUE.30. 

dance 

INTRO TO TRIBAL BELLY DANCE: See 

TUE.30. 

SWING DANCE PRACTICE SESSION: See 

TUE.30. 

games 

GAMING FOR TEENS & ADULTS: See 

TUE.30. 



LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SE 


health & fitness 
INTRO TO YOGA: See TUE.30. 

JAZZERCISE LITE: Adults ages 50 
and up break a sweat in a supportive 
environment. Essex Junction Senior 
Center, 8-9 a.m. $3-3.50. Info. 876-5087. 
JUICING FOR WEIGHT LOSS & VITALITY: 
Suzy Harris of Cedar Wood Natural Health 
Center identifies common challenges, 
then shares body-specific plans for 
reaching personal health goals. Eco Bean 
+ Juice, Burlington, 5:30-7 p.m. Free. Info, 
863-5828. 

NIA WITH SUZY: See TUE.30. 

PEE-WEE PILATES: Moms engage with 
their babies in a whole-body workout. 
Prenatal Method Studio, Burlington, 
10:30-11:30 a.m. $15. Info, 829-0211. 
PRENATAL YOGA & BARRE: See SAT.27, 
12:15-1:15 8. 4:30-5:30 p.m. 

kids 

CREATIVE TUESDAYS: Artists exercise 
their imaginations with recycled crafts. 
Kids under 8 must be accompanied by an 
adult Fletcher Free Library, Burlington, 
3-5 p.m. Free. Info. 865-7216. 

HIGHGATE SKATER TOTS: Tykes up to 
preschool age lace up their skates and glide 
across the rink. Highgate Sports Arena, 10 
a.m. & 2 p.m. Free. Info, 868-3970. 

MUSIC WITH MR. CHRIS: Singer, storyteller 
and puppeteer Chris Dorman entertains 
tykes and their parents. Buttered Noodles, 
Williston, 10-10:30 a.m. Free. Info, 764-1810. 
STORIES WITH MEGAN: See M0N.5, 
Fletcher Free Library, Burlington, 11-11:30 
a.m. Free. Info, 865-7216. 

TECH TUESDAYS: See TUE.30. 


WED. 7 

community 

PEER SUPPORT CIRCLE: See WED.31. 
dance 

SHANTALA SHIVALINGAPPA: The master 
of the classic Indian dance Kuchipudi 
elevates her craft to visual storytelling. 
Moore Theater, Hopkins Center, 
Dartmouth College, Hanover. N.H.,7p.m. 
$17-40. Info, 603-646-2422. 

food & drink 

COFFEE TASTING: See WED.31. 
WEDNESDAY WINE DOWN: See WED.31. 
games 

BRIDGE CLUB: See FRI.26, 9:15 a.m. 
health & fitness 
EATING WELL ON A BUDGET: From smart 
shopping to meal planning, a weekly 
workshop with Frances Fleming of UVM 
Extension highlights ways to save and 
get healthy. Community Room, Hunger 
Mountain Co-op, Montpelier, 5:30-7 p.m. 
Free; preregister. Info, 223-8000, ext. 202. 
INSIGHT MEDITATION: A supportive 
environment allows for a deeper 
understanding of Buddhist principles and 
practices. Wellspring Mental Health and 
Wellness Center. Hardwick, 5:30-7 p.m. 
Free. Info, 472-6694. 


PRENATAL YOGA & BARRE: See SAT.27. 
12:15-1:15 & 5-6 p.m. 

R.I.P.P.E.D.: See M0N.29. 
kids 

MEET ROCKIN' RON THE FRIENDLY 
PIRATE: Aargh, matey! Youngsters 
channel the hooligans of the sea during 
music, games and activities. Buttered 
Noodles, Williston, 10-10:45 a.m. Free. 

Info, 764-1810. 

STORY TIME & PLAYGROUP: Engaging 
narratives pave the way for art, nature 
and cooking projects. Jaquith Public 
Library, Marshfield. 10-11:30 a.m. Free. 

Info, 426-3581. 

language 

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 

CLASS: See WED.31. 

GERMAN-ENGLISH CONVERSATION 
GROUP: Community members practice 
conversing auf Deutsch. Local History 
Room, Fletcher Free Library, Burlington, 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. Info, 865-7211. 
INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED ENGLISH 
AS A SECOND LANGUAGE CLASS: See 
WED.31. 
sports 

PREMIER FLOOR HOCKEY LEAGUE: 

Experienced players aim for the goal in a 
competitive setting. The Edge Sports & 
Fitness, Essex, 7-10 p.m. $80; preregister. 
Info, 355-4588. 

talks 

ALLEN KOOP: The Dartmouth College 
professor considers the history, traditions 
and legends of the Appalachian Mountain 
Club's hut system in New Hampshire. SL 
Johnsbury Athenaeum, 7-8:30 p.m. Free. 
Info, 748-8291. 

JAMES MARONEY: In 'Georgia O'Keeffe: 

A Critical Look," the former head of 
American paintings at Sotheby's 
and Christie's auction houses evalu- 
ates the artist’s best works. Norwich 
Congregational Church, 7-8:30 p.m. Free. 
Info, 649-1184. 

PAM PEARSON: The director of the 
International Cryosphere Climate 
Initiative outlines the impact of global 
warming on the Earth's ice- and snow- 
covered regions. Kellogg-Hubbard 
Library, Montpelier, 7-8:30 p.m. Free. Info. 
223-3338. 

REEVE LINDBERGH: Reflecting on four 
decades of her mother’s musings, the 
author and daughter of aviator Charles 
presents "Rowing Against Wind and Tide: 
The Journals and Letters of Anne Morrow 
Lindbergh." Rutland Free Library, 7-8:30 
p.m. Free. Info, 773-1860. 

ROSEMARY GLADSTAR: The renowned 
herbalist examines the history of 
herbalism and its role in health care 
today. Ilsley Public Library, Middlebury, 
7-8:30 p.m. Free. Info, 388-4095. 
SUSANNE CLAXTON: The philosophy 
scholar shares her wisdom in The 
Examined Life." Goodrich Memorial 
Library, Newport 7-8:30 p.m. Free. Info, 
334-7902. ® 



1/1 TH BEETHOVEN’S 1/18 SU 
NINTH SYMPHONY 

Elley-Long Music Center 


1/2 FR 


YOUNG TRADITION 
REUNION CONCERT 

w/Cricket Blue, Eric George, 1/20 TU 
Addie Herbert, Chris 
Dorman, Hannah Fair 
FlynnSpace 


JOHANNES STRING 
QUARTET WITH 
FRED CHILD 

‘Beethoven and Bartok" 
MainStage 

TRAGICALLY HIP 

MainStage 


1/3 SA 


1/8 TH 


YOUNG TRADITION 
REUNION CONCERT 

w/lrregulars and Les Poules 
a Colin plus special guests 
FlynnSpace 

MAT FRASER & 
JULIE ATLAS MUZ 

“The Freak and the Showgirl" 
FlynnSpace 

1/10 SA “STAND UP, SIT 

DOWN, & LAUGH” 

FlynnSpace 

1/13 TU VYO CHORUS & 
CONCERT CHORAL 

Elley-Long Music Center 
1/16 FR PRIDE OF 
NEW YORK 
All Souls Interfaith Gathering 

CAMILLE A. BROWN 
& DANCERS 

MainStage 


1/22 TH National Theatre Live 

“TREASURE 

ISLAND” 

Palace 9 Cinemas 


1/17 SA 


GREASE” 
SING-A-LONG-A 

MainStage 

vso 

MASTERWORKS 

MainStage 

VYO WINTER 
CONCERT 

MainStage 

1/28 WE VT Stage Company 

“OR” 

FlynnSpace (1/28-2/15) 

TERRI LYNE 
CARRINGTON 
QUARTET 

MainStage 

SOLO WORKSHOP 

'Assigned Allies" 

UVM Recital Hall 


1/23 FR 


1/24 SA 


1/25 SU 


1/30 FR 


ON SALE AND COMING SOON 

Craig Ferguson • Dennis McNeil • Capitol Steps 
• Disney's "Beauty and the Beast" 


JUVENILE LIVE 

Venue Nightclub 


802-86-FLYNN | 153 Main St, Burlington 


classes 


THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 





COMMUNITY LANTERN-MAKING 


SB/participant: S7/BCA members. 

6Ui visit for free. Location: BCA 
Clay Studio. Burlington. 

DROP IN: LIFE DRAWING: Tb/s 


Individual projects. Limited supply 
Pair with Bangles or Chasing and 







6:30-8:30 p.m. Cost: $2>0/person; 
$189 BCA members. Location: 
Generator. 2S0 Main SL, Memorial 



BCA 


Sat, Jan. 77; Option 2: Sac, Jan. 


Call 865-71 66 for info 
or register online at 
burlingtoncityarts.org. 
Teacher bios are also 
available online. 


class is an introduction to day, 
Students will work primarily on 



6:30-8:30 p.m. Cost: SlO/particI- 
p ant: S9/BCA members. Purchase 






LEARN TO OANCE W / A PARTNER!: 



drumming 







MONTPELIER: Learn Taiko in 



empowerment 


COMING OF AGE: MOTHERS 
AND DAUGHTERS: Mothers and 




PEACE. PACIFISM AND THE 
PROSPECTS FOR OUR FUTURE: 




flynn arts 


FLYMMARTS 



CONTEMPORARY DANCE: 
LOOKING DEEPER: This intensive 




Plants. 2408 Shelburne Falls 
Rd„ Hinesburg. Info: Queen City 

318-2411. macmartln@iBC.org. 

herbs 


WISDOM OF THE HERBS SCHOOL: 



times. Apr. 25-26. May 23-24, 



language 

ANNOUNCING SPANISH CLASSES: 








ALLIANCE FRANCAISE WINTER 
WARM-UP!: Is learning French 
part or your 201 5 resolutions? 



Allen Ave.. Colchester. Info: 
Micheline Tremblay, 881-8826, 




pregnancy/ 

childbirth 



tai chi 






music 
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The Best 
Around 


The local scene weighs in on the best records of 2014 




BY DAN BOLLES 


e here at Seven Days spend a lot of time listening to local music. It 
' often makes us wonder what the musicians who make that music 
: in to. So each year we email local musicians, club owners, book- 
ing agents and other assorted scenesters to find out what music, local 
and otherwise, rocked their worlds over the previous 12 months. Here’s what they 
said.® 


PETE RAHN. LAKE SUPERIOR. PISTOL FIST 

local: Boomslang, Boomslang 
nonlocal Kaleo, Kaleo 

MARC SCARANO. BLACK RABBIT 

local: Screaming Skull, MMXIV 
nonlocal Ex Hex, Rips 

Says Scarano: Three-chord rock in the tradition 
of all my favorite 1970s punk and New Wave bands. 
Ex Hex is also my nomination for show of the year, 
at the Monkey House in October. 


local: Pours, Pours 

Says Olsen: It’s like melodic alchemy. They’re 
level-12 wizards. 

nonlocal Hiss Golden Messenger, Lateness of 
Dancers 

KELLY RIEL. GORGON. STICKSHIFT RECORDS. GIRLS ROCK 
VERMONT 

local: Screaming Skull, MMXIV 

nonlocal Pushin’ it 2 the Limit, Pushin' it 2 the Limit 

MICHAEL ROBERTS. WOODEN DINOSAUR. THE REAR DEFROSTERS 

local: Alpenglow, Chapel EP 

nonlocal Hiss Golden Messenger, Lateness of 

Dancers 

DANNY COANE. THE STARLINE RHYTHM BOYS 

local: Barbacoa, Italian Medallion 

Says Coane: Bill Mullins has the touch, tone and 
great melodic sense for this style of instrumental 
guitar music. Bill’s the king around here! 
nonlocal Noam Pikelny, Noam Pikelny Plays Kenny 
Baker Plays Bill Monroe 

ROBERT RESNIK. HOST OF "ALL THE TRADITIONS." VPR; SEVEN 
DAYS CONTRIBUTOR 

local: Bob Amos & Catamount Crossing Sunrise 
Blues 

nonlocal Yusuf Islam, Tell 'Em I'm Gone 

PHIL YATES, PHIL YATES S. THE AFFILIATES 

local: The Vacant Lots, Departure 

Says Yates: They still count as local, right? 
nonlocal The New Mendicants, Into the Lime 


PAT ORMISTON, JAPHY RYDER. INVISIBLE HOMES 

local: Waylon Speed, Kin 

nonlocal: The Barr Brothers, Sleeping Operator; 

Damon Albarn, Everyday Robots 

KYLE THOMPSON. DJ FATTIE B 

local: The Write Brothers, Take Flight 

Says Thompson: Hands down the best hip-hop 
album ever to come out of Vermont. 

(Editor's note: Yup.) 
nonlocal: Prince, Art Official Age 



local Lowell Thompson, Stranger's Advice 
nonlocal: St. Vincent, St. Vincent 


SCOTT LA VALLA. THE LYNGUISTIC CIVILIANS 

local: Smooth Antics, Smooth Antics 
nonlocal CunninLynguists, Strange Journey 
Volume Three 

RYAN MILLER, GUSTER 

local Swale, The Next Instead 
NONLOCAL: EDJ, EDJ 

REUBEN JACKSON, HOST OF "FRIDAY NIGHT JAZZ," VPR 

local: Steve Blair Septet, Ostinato 
nonlocal Billy Childs, Map to the Treasure: 
Reimagining Laura Nyro 

MATT BURR, GRACE POTTER & THE NOCTURNALS 

local Caroline Rose,! Will Not Be Afraid 
nonlocal: The War on Drugs, Lost in the Dream; 
Sturgill Simpson, Metamodern Sounds in Country 

BOBBY HACKNEY JR„ ROUGH FRANCIS. SEVEN DAYS 

local: Swale, The Next Instead; Death, III; 
Screaming Skull, MMXIV 
nonlocal: Thee Oh Sees, Drop 

MARK DALY, MADAILA 

local Caroline Rose, I Will Not Be Afraid 
nonlocal Sylvan Esso, Sylvan Esso 


CAROUNE O’CONNOR, VEDORA 

local Anders Parker, There's a Bluebird in My Heart; 
The Cush, Transcendental Heatwave. 

Says O'Connor: Yeah, I know, the Cush live in 
Texas now. But they’ll always be locals around here. 
nonlocal The War on Drugs, Lost in the Dream 

ALEX BUDNEY, NECTARS, SETH YACOVONE BAND. FAMILY NIGHT 

local Waylon Speed, Kin 
nonlocal Vulipeck, Fugue State 

JUSTIN BOLAND, WOMBATICUS REX. SEVEN DAYS CONTRIBUTOR 

local The Write Brothers, Take Flight 

nonlocal That Handsome Devil, Drugs and Guns for 

Everyone 

JOHN FLANAGAN. MUSICIAN. SEVEN DAYS CONTRIBUTOR 

local Carton, Carlton 

Says Flanagan: These Windsor gents’ all- 
systems-go energy seems to have burnt off any 
homespun residue that often coats — and sometimes 
wrecks — well-intentioned local endeavors. They 
throw way down and write them straight. No mercy 
required from the listener. I visit their Bandcamp 
page to stream Carlton plenty. (Dear Carton, I 
probably owe you some money.) 
nonlocal Tomorrows Tulips, When 

DAVE KELLER. DAVE KELLER BAND 

local Pitz Quattrone, Movin' 
nonlocal Gregory Porter, Liquid Spirit 

CRAIG MITCHELL DJ 

local The DuPont Brothers, Heavy as Lead 
nonlocal Prince, Art Official Age 

SEAN WITTERS. INVISIBLE HOMES 

local Caroline Rose, I Will Not Be Afraid 

Says Witters: The production and vibe on this 
album is so cool. “Blood on Your Bootheels” unites 
rockabilly strut with a critique of white privilege 
that seems impossible in the genre, but which feels 
completely natural. Caroline Rose speaks truth to 
power in surprising and necessary ways. 
nonlocal Johnny Marr, Playland 





It Was a Very Good 
Year 

Welcome, friends, to the last Soundbites 
column of 2014. With New Year’s Eve 
looming, there is certainly a lot to get to. 
But before we look forward, let's take a 
moment to look back and close the book 
on some of the stories that shaped the 
past year in local music. 

2014 was the year of the music 
festival. From May to September, 
hardly a weekend passed without some 
outdoor hootenamiy or another, many 
of them new, in Burlington and various 
locales around the state. So ubiquitous 
were festivals that it caused some of 
us — OK, me — to wonder if the region 
might be experiencing a bit of festival 
fatigue by late September. Still, it’s hard 
to complain about too much of a good 
thing. Some highlights: 

The fourth incarnation of the 
Waking Windows music and arts 
festival in May was the biggest and 
best yet. Transforming downtown 
Winooski into one giant, hazardously 
circular nightclub, the four-day 
blowout delivered more than 100 
cutting-edge acts of local, regional 
and national renown. And all for $20, 
or less than your average ticket to 
see, say, a pink floyd or sublime tribute 
band. So successful was the fest that 
the two primary architects behind it, 

ANGIOPLASTY MEDIA and MSR PRESENTS, 

merged into a single entity of unrivaled 
radness, waking windows presents. 


That crew has been responsible for 
a remarkable number of great shows 
since, such as a neutral milk hotel 
two-night stand, future islands, nels 

CLINE AND JULIAN LAGE, EX HEX and DIARRHEA 

planet — the last of whom was recently 
named the best live act of the year by 
the scribes at Paste magazine. 

(A quick aside: A good number of the 
25 bands on that list played in Vermont 
this year — though we’re still waiting 
on kanye and Alice cooper. If you’re one 
of those people who complains that 
nothing cool ever happens here, 
shut up.) 

While Waking Windows expanded 
its scope, another local fest, the 
Precipice, contracted. And it was a 
smart move by the folks from Radio 
Bean. Though smaller than the previous 
year by about half, the fourth annual 
Precipice was probably twice as 
much fun, which is saying something. 
Condensed to two facing stages and 
array of food and crafts booths in the 
field behind Burlington College, the 
Precipice retained its mysterious and 
eclectic feel but was far more intimate 
— it was sorta like hanging out at the 
Bean, but outside. 

The Burlington College grasslands 
was also the site of another festival, 
WYSIWYG, produced by the 



ambitious lads from Signal Kitchen. 

A bit more upscale and with a wider 
focus on locavore food and art in 
addition to music, the debut edition 
of WYSIWYG was a promising, if not 
quite overwhelming, event. If nothing 
else, it was interesting to see how alex 
lalli and his SK crew used the space, 
in comparison to previous Precipice 
setups. Answer: quite awesomely, thank 
you. In fact, it's likely music festivals 
were just about the only things that 
went right at Burlington College this 
year. Something to watch in 2015: how 
the impending purchase of that parcel 
of land will impact future events there. 

Should someone erect, for example, 
condos on that spot, Oakledge Park 
might make for a suitable alternative, 
as we learned when benjy adler and 
his Skinny Pancake pals held the first- 
ever Eat by Northeast festival there 
in September. Though more of a food 
festival with a side of music, EXNE was 
intriguing — and free! When I spoke 
to Adler at Grand Point North the 
weekend before EXNE, he was already 
wishing he'd bulked up the musical 
lineup. In retrospect, I’d agree that more 
rocking would have been welcome. I’d 
also suggest not scheduling the fest the 


For up-to-the-minute news abut the 
local music scene, follow @DanBolles 
on Twitter or read the Live Culture blog: 

sevendaysvt.com/liveculture. 



©POP-UP! AQUEER 
DANCE PARTY 

DJ ROB DOUGLAS, DJ LLU 


© FOURYEAR 
STRONG 


104.7 THE POINT WELCOMES 

PARTICLE 



© THATtGUY 

DJ FEELS GOODMAN 


© DR. DOG 

YELLERKIN 
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The Best Around «p.m 

JUSTIN CONYEA. DOOM SERVICE. GET 
STOKED! RECORDS 

local: Gorgon, Secret-, Tyler Daniel 
Bean, Repetition Vol. 1: The New & 
Very Welcome 

nonlocal: Violent Sons, Nothing As 
It Seems; Courage Cloak, Courage 
Cloak 

JUSTIN CROWTHER. WAYLON SPEED. 

SEVEN DAYS CONTRIBUTOR 

local: Envy, Distorted Greetings 
Says Crowthen It’s from 1995, so 
I'm not sure it counts. But I recently 
discovered them and thought they 
had some great songs. I also imag- 
ined they would've gone pretty far if 
they would've stayed together. 
(Editor’s note: They did! The key 
members of Envy moved to Boston 
and became the Red Telephone. 
They are still together.) 
nonlocal: Hop Along, Get Disowned 


that didn’t happen: The one that is 
inside Brett Hughes' beautiful mind 
waiting to come out. 2015, pretty 
please? 

nonlocal: Sturgill Simpson, 
Metamodern Sounds in Country 

RYAN CLAUSEN. NECTAR S. DEAD SET 
TUESDAYS 

local: The Precepts, This Is How It 
Must Be 

nonlocal Tauk, Collisions 

MATTEO PALMER. GUITARIST 

local: Masako, Call of the Mountains 
nonlocal Coldplay, Ghost Stories 

JEFF MARGOLIS. HOT NEON MAGIC 

local: Elephants of Scotland, Execute 
and Breathe 

nonlocal tUnE-yArDs, Nikki Nack 

NYIKO BEGUIN. NYIKO 

local: Pours, Pours 
nonlocal Future Islands, Singles 


KNAYTE LANDER. VICIOUS GIFT, BUCH 

local: Chalice, Chalice 
Says Lander: This collection of songs 
stands up to almost any heavy-metal 
record from 1981 to the present day. 
Driven and executed with enough 
power that the album has already 
been picked up by Alone Records 
overseas. 1 have to mention Chalice 
as my favorite “local" record before 
the band soon finds [itself] on Top 
10 lists across the world. Vermont 
hail! 

nonlocal Royksopp & Robyn, Do It 

BRIAN NAGLE. DJ DISCO PHANTOM. WAKING 
WINDOWS PRESENTS 

local Swale, The Next Instead; 

Pours, Pours 

nonlocal: Future Islands, Singles 

BRYAN PARMELEE, POURS 

local: Swale, The Next Instead 
nonlocal Shabazz Palaces, Lese 
Majesty 

GARY LEE MILLER. WRITER. SEVEN DAYS 
CONTRIBUTOR 

local: Mark LeGrand, Bum It Down 
Says Miller: Favorite local album 


BRIAN CLARK, ANACHRONIST 

local: Anders Parker, There's a 
Bluebird in My Heart 
nonlocal New Bums, Voices in a 
Rented Room 

BRENDAN DANGELO, WHAT DOTH LIFE 

local: Violette Ultraviolet, Exi/es 
Says Dangelo: This music re- 
minds me of Vermont It’s beautiful, 
well worn and lies in a crosscurrent 
of lonely backwoods rambling and 
someone waxing poetic in their 
smoking lounge. 

nonlocal Liz Phair, Exile in Guyville 

ALEX CROTHERS. HIGHER GROUND 

local: Caroline Rose, I Will Not Be 
Afraid; Swale, The Next Instead 
nonlocal Hard to pinpoint. Sturgill 
Simpson, Sylvan Esso, Future 
Islands, Alt J, Mac DeMarco, Logic, 
the War on Drugs... 

MICHAEL CHORNEY. MICHAEL CHORNEY & 
HOLLAR GENERAL 

local: All of them. A big hooray to 
those who make albums. 
nonlocal All the ones made with no 
other reason than music in mind. 



CLUB DATES 

music 

NA: NOT AVAILABLE. AA: ALL AGES. 



Jam On since forming at Castleton State College in 2004, twiddle have become 
one of the state’s best-known musical exports. Known far and wide for improvisational 
prowess, the quartet draws on elements of jazz, classical and bluegrass, with firm footing 
in reggae, funk and rock, to form a kaleidoscopic sound they call “hi-def shred.” Catch 
Twiddle at the Higher Ground Ballroom in South Burlington on Saturday and Sunday, 
December 27 and 28, with local organ-groove outfit soule monde. 


FRI.26 

Burlington 

BENTO: Open Improvisation Jam. 10 p.m.. free. 
BLEU NORTHEAST SEAFOOD: Tiffany Pfeiffer (neo 

CLUB METRONOME: Back to the Future Friday 
FINNIGAN'S PUB: DJ Jon Demus (reggae). 10 p.m„ 


JUNIPER: Matty Parillo Trio (jazz). 8:30 p.m.. free. 



RADIO BEAN COFFEEHOUSE: Kids Music with 




Chittenden county 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke with Jenny Red. 9 p.m.. 
THE MONKEY HOUSE: Disco Phantom & Friends 
ON TAP BAR & GRILL: Leno. Young & Cheney 


barre/montpelier 



stowe/smuggs area 



RIMROCK'S MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ Rekkon 



middlebury area 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN LOUNGE & STAGE: 
UNDUN (rack). 9 p.m., $3. 

northeast kingdom 


outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE: Live Music. 10 p.m„ free. 
MONOPOLE DOWNSTAIRS: Happy Hour Tunes & 


SAT.27 


burlington 

BLEU NORTHEAST SEAFOOD: The Trio (acoustic). 
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weekend following GPN — see festival 
fatigue, above. Still, the reintroduction 
of Oakledge as a festival venue — many 
years ago it was home to the Vermont 
Reggae Festival — was itself a stroke of 
brilliance. 

Moving on, 2014 saw the passing of 
several notable folks in the local music 
scene, lj. palardy, the longtime WRUV 
DJ and beloved, if notoriously cranky 


"Jazz Curmudgeon," went to 
the great jaZZ club in the sky in 
December. Enigmatic guitarist 
and vocalist kip meaker died in 
August, leaving behind a legacy of 
monster riffs and devilishly wry 
one-liners. In April, wayne beam, 
a fixture at more nightclubs 
than we can count, passed 
suddenly. We'll miss his warm, 
goofy, gap-toothed grin. And in 
January we lost BEANO PARKER, 
cofounder of punk pioneers the 
wards, considered by many to be 
the first punk band in Vermont. 

By the way, you can catch the 
surviving members of the Wards 
at Radio B ean in Burlington on 
Sunday, December 28. 

On August 30, Burlington 
celebrated the first A-Dog 
Day, in honor of the late andy 
williams, the beloved DJ, artist 
and skateboarder who passed 
away following a yearlong battle 
with leukemia in late December 
2013. The citywide bash was 
a party fit for a king. It will 
be interesting to see how the 
organization that bears his name 
and was responsible for the 
celebration, the Friends for A-Dog 
Foundation, continues to grow and 
expand on its mission in the coming 
year. We miss ya, Andy. 

In other news: Canada eased 
restrictions on foreign bands 
performing in small venues, making 
it easier than ever for Vermont acts 
to cross the border legally. Longtime 
area bassist mark ransom, now based 
in Hawaii, was diagnosed with, and 
then beat, throat cancer, drowningman, 
the best-known hardcore band in VT 
history, reunited, spit jack, possibly 
the most infamous punk band in VT 
| history, broke up. And grace potter sang 
the national anthem at the NFL Pro 
Bowl, which, all things considered, was 
probably the best thing to happen to the 
NFL this year. 


Auld Acquaintances 

New Year’s Eve is typically overrated. 
But I have high hopes for this year, 
because an unprecedented amount of 
ball-dropping local awesomeness is on 
tap to help ring in 2015. Seriously, check 
this out. 

Following in the footsteps of 

GRACE POTTER & THE NOCTURNALS and 


rubblebucket, folk-punk Brattleboro 
natives the devil makes three headline 
NYE at the Higher Ground Ballroom. 
(Pro tip: Show up early for Providence 

expats JOE FLETCHER & THE WRONG REASONS, 

who are currently making waves in 
vintage-country circles in Nashville.) 

Moving west, the Monkey House 
has outlaw dirt rockers waylon speed 
— a band I’d wager might soon inherit 
that prestigious HG Ballroom NYE slot 
themselves. They’re joined by local 
stoner-metal acolytes — and occasional 
surf rockers — vultures of cult. 

Radio Bean — da musical scene! — 
hosts Burlington's sons of death, rough 
francis, and the brass balagan, two of 
the most entertaining live acts around, 
albeit for wildly different reasons. (Full 
disclosure: RF’s bobby hackney jr. is a 7D 
employee.) 

If you’re wondering why kat wright 
& the indomitable soul band aren't at the 
Bean, the joint where the band got its 
start, it’s because they’re at ArtsRiot 
for a Champagne-cork-poppin’ formal. 
And speaking of excellent local soul 
and R&B, you could do worse than to 
check out a pair of exciting newcomers 
in smooth antics and grundlefunk at the 
Skinny Pancake. 

Indie-rock fans will want to be at 
Nectar’s, which hosts dj steal wool, 
villanelles, paper castles and ascendant 
PBR&B outfit madaila — formerly 
known as plato ears and daly and, as 
of this writing, still currently known as 
Madaila. Meanwhile, the irie-inclined 
can get a special dose of MiYard Reggae 
Night upstairs at Club Metronome. 

So, yeah. That’s one hell of a New 
Year’s Eve, right? Enjoy it. Be safe. And 
we’ll see you in 2015.® 

/-v 


Listening In 


A peek at what was on my iPod, 
turntable, eight-track player, etc.. 



© POSITIVE 

PIE™ 


MONTPELIER 



01.09 KINAZORE 

01.16 SOULE MONDE 

01.17 GREEN MOUNTAIN PLAYBOYS - 
CAJUN DANCE PARTY 

01,23 LYNGUISTIC CIVILIANS 


THE SKINNY PANCAKE PRESENTS 

SHOW 


IWi 2i1 

1| fEATHBIHE || — 


Smooth Antics 

and 

Grundlefunk 


NIWYEMS IWI 

las 

Drink Specials • Door Prizes 
Fireworks on the Patio 
Black Tie Optional. 
Plaid Tie Encouraged. 
Onesies Celebrated 







Flow will) wlalever'\ 
'''• 1 oqr tapper, and lei 

your mhd be tree. 

mm CLOSED! HAPPY HOLIDAY! 

Th.1225: CLOSED! 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

F.1226: SALSA uciJAH RED n 
FEEL GOOD FRIDAY 
utiiD JAY BARON HPM21+ 

S 3 . 1220 : THROWBACK CLASSICS 

wihDJ ATAKopm 21+ 


Tuesdays: KILLED IT! KARAOKE 

with EMCEE CALLA NOVA mi.lfc 


165 CHURCH ST, BTV • 802-399-2645 



JUST ANNOUNCED 

JANUARY it: RUSTED ROOT 
FEBRUARY 7 MIDNITE '25TH EARTHSTRONG TOUR" 
FEBRUARY 14 LAST KID PICKED 
FEBRUARY 15 CHRIS ROBINSON IROTHERHOOD 
FEBRUARY 21: DARK SIDE OF THE MOUNTAIN 
■■ JARV ■/ SOULE MONDE & TAUK 




Dr. Feelgood naughty professor know how to party. That makes sense, given that the band hails from New Orleans. 
The instrumental funk ensemble incorporates all manner of Crescent City music into its explosive, groove-heavy sound. But most 
importantly, it embodies the wild, good-times spirit of the Big Easy. Naughty Professor play Nectar’s in Burlington on Saturday, 
January 3, with locals japhy ryder. 
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REVIEW this 

For the Records 

Recapping the top local recordings of 2014 



TOP 10 

VERMONT-MADE RECORDINGS OF 2014 
ANDERS PARKER. There's a Bluebird In My Heart 
BARBACOA, Italian Medallion 
CAROLINE ROSE. I Will Not Be Afraid 
THE DUPONT BROTHERS, Heavy as Lead 
INVISIBLE HOMES. Song for My Double 

THE PRECEPTS, This Is How It Must Be 
SWALE, The Next Instead 

WAYLON SPEED. Kin 
THE WRITE BROTHERS. Take Flight 






I n this article last year, we posited 
that 2013 would go down as one 
the finest years for recorded music 
in Vermont’s history. We also sug- 
gested that the quantity and quality of 
that year's musical bounty was not an 
anomaly — it was a trend. 

Green Mountain music in 2014 did 
little to dispute that assertion. Once 
again, the volume, virtue and variety 
were simply overwhelming. Looking 
forward to 2015 with expected re- 
leases from the likes of Villanelles, the 
Aztext, Francesca Blanchard, Death and 
Madaila, among others, Vermont-made 
music shows no signs of slowing down. 
To wit... 

Pundits around the country have 
lately suggested that rock music is on 
the wane, but Vermonters have appar- 
ently not gotten the memo. Once again, 
rock releases of varying sonic stripes 
dominated the local landscape. 

In the heavy-music scene, Doom 
Service gave us something to believe in. 
Gorgon divulged a loud, lascivious punk 
secret. Carraway made us pine for pop- 
punk makeout sessions and dashboard 
confessions. Black Rabbit blew shit 
up with dynamite and power chords. 
Central Vermont punksters Sorry Mom 
apologized, but not for rocking hard. 
Chalice shredded with metal malice. 

And don’t look now, but it seems 
that rumors of the demise of jam bands 
in Burlington were, ahem, fishy. The 
Bumping Jones proved peppy and play- 
ful on their debut. Binger beckoned us 
down the rabbit hole. Squimley and 
the Woolens fired off a pair of jamtastic 
2014 records. And as they entered their 


fourth decade, the Phab Phour were still 
enfuego. 

Local prog rock proved multigen- 
erational. Elder statesmen Elephants 
of Scotland took a deep breath and 
executed. Meanwhile, new kids on 
the block Coquette teased listeners by 
melding elements of King Crimson with 
Zappa and Fugazi. 

Proving he might be a genre unto 
himself, music-scene cornerstone Colin 
Clary scored with new releases from 
indie-pop tweety birds the Smittens and 
his bedroom-pop duo with Dana Kaplan, 
Let’s Whisper. Never mind Clary’s own 
strong solo record. 

Speaking of indie rock, Montpelier’s 
Anachronist were as enigmatic as ever 
on a full-length loaded with classic 
guitar jangle. Windsor's Carton intro- 
duced us to “neobrutalism.” On the 
synthy end of the spectrum, electro-pop 
auteur NYIKO delivered a multisensory, 
multimedia stunner, while newcomer 
Guthrie Galileo shot for the stars on his 

Rounding out the year in local rock, 
Gang of Thieves summoned lightning 
and thunderfunk to deliver a timeless 
treatise on funk rock. Wave of the Future 
made like a tree and got outta here with 
1.21 jiggawatts of electric dance punk. 
Middlebury’s Crazyhearse were still 
crazy good after all these years. 

Though rock remains king in 
Vermont, there may soon be a chal- 
lenger to the throne: hip-hop. 2014 was 
a banner year for local rap releases, 
headlined by myriad projects from 
Aztext cofounder, battle rap champ and 
scene guru Learie. Though he’s since 


© GET YOUR MUSIC REVIEWED: 


moved to New York City, the future 
of Vermont hip-hop looks bright, as 
evidenced by solid releases from the 
likes of Boomslang, Agent Slacker and 
promising young newcomer Blunder. 
The Lynguistic Civilians partied hard 
with the Mangroves. Onetime Manifest 
Nexto Me MC Michael Morelli made a 
welcome return as Enemy Self. Scene 
chronicler Justin Boland — the founder 
of the website Vermont Hip Hop News 
and a Seven Days freelancer — prodded 
the boundaries of high-concept hip-hop 
with a new Algorhythms release. And 
the entire community rallied around a 
fallen hero on a comp for the late, great 
DJ A-Dog. 

Vermont’s singer-songwriters en- 
joyed a strong year, as well. Joe Adler 
proved he’s many things to many scenes 
on his star-studded “solo” record. Jenlce 
Arts founder Tommy Alexander said 
goodbye to Vermont with his sharpest 
record to date. Meanwhile, Chicago and 
NYC transplant Rachael Ries said hello 
to her new neighbors in Montpelier. 
Jake Brennan found love with Violette 
Ultraviolet. And Cam Will holed up 
for the winter to produce a stark 
masterpiece. 

As always, folk and Americana 
figured prominently. On the twangier 
side, alt-country songwriter Lowell 
Thompson took advice from strangers, 
while honky-tonk hero Mark LeGrand 
burned it all down. 

In bluegrass, Bob Amos set the bar. 
But releases from the Bondville Boys, the 
Modern Grass Quintet and Something 
With Strings were not too far behind. 
Though more old-time than bluegrass, 


the Burlington Bread Boys introduced us 
to — and reacquainted us with — kazoo- 
core on a pair of rambunctious outings. 

Fiddler Katie Trautz was busy in 
2014, delivering a humble gem with 
Brattleboro’s Wooden Dinosaur and a 
sweet turn with her folk duo Mayfly. In 
a similar vein as the latter, a new record 
from PossumHaw was worth the wait. 

It was a slow year for jazz, but educa- 
tor and guitarist Steve Blair delivered a 
master class on jazz-rock fusion with his 

In R&B, Smooth Antics introduced a 
seductive new voice in neo-soul, siren 
Stephanie Heaghney. Meanwhile, Nicole 
Nelson reminded us she’s still “the ") 
voice” to be reckoned with in Vermont | 
on a shiny new record with her roots- g 
soul duo Dwight & Nicole. " 

Gone but not forgotten, Vermont h 
expats were busy in 2014, too, high- 2 
lighted by the deconstructed folk of Sam 
Amidon and the psychedelic ear candy 
of the Cush, to name but a couple. 

Did we miss anything? Probably. And jjj 
that’s partly the point. More great music £ 
was made in Vermont in 2014 than o 
anyone could possibly keep up with. S 
That makes choosing a list of the “best” 01 
local records problematic. But choose 

So here are 10 local records that espe- < 
cially stood out, to our ears, in 2014. Call * 
them the best if you like. But we prefer 5 
to think of them as simply fine represen- 
tatives of yet another spectacular year in 
Vermont music. © 





CVMC CARE 



We are a not-for-profit clinic and 
we are here when you need us. 


Monday 

Saturday 

No 

LOWER 

All 

Lab 

thru 

& Sunday 

Appointment 

CO-PAY 

Insurance 

and 

10am-8pm 

9am-7pm 

Needed 

the ER 

Accepted 

onsite 


Get in. Get out. Get Well. 

802.371 .4239 / 1311 Barre Montpelier Road (next to Burger King) 


the University "/Vermont health network 





• Healthy adults, 
ages 18-50 

• One-year vaccine study 

• Earn up to $2030 
in compensation 


Call 802-656-0013 for more info 
and to schedule a screening. 
Leave your name, number, 
and a good time to call back. 

Email UVMVTC@UVM.EDU 
or visit UVMVTC.ORG 






VT 


Plan your art adventures 
with the Seven Days Friday 
email bulletin including: 

0 Receptions and events 
0 Weekly picks for exhibits 
0 "Movies You Missed" 
by Margot Harrison 
0 News, profiles 
and reviews 

SEVEN DAYS _ / 

resView 

ART WORKS. WALKS O WORDS 


■ SEIIENDAYSVT.COM/REVIEW ■ 


northeast kingdom 


MON. 29 



Chittenden county 

THE MONKEY HOUSE: Entrance to Trains (rock). 


stowe/smuggs area 



TUE.30 

burlington 

CLUB METRONOME: Dead Set with Cats Under the 
HALFLOUNGE SPEAKEASY: DJ Tricky Pat & 



chittenden county 

THE MONKEY HOUSE: Cornelius the third (rock), 
ON TAP BAR & GRILL: Trivia Night 7 p.m., Tree. 



stowe/smuggs area 



WED. 31 


CLUB METRONOME: NYE MiY: 
M ANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Di 


RADIO BEAN COFFEEHOUSE: Burritos (ska. Funk). 



ZEN LOUNGE: Resolution! NYE with DJs Craig 


chittenden county 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: the Devil Makes 



HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE LOUNGE: Moon 


VENUE NIGHTCLUB: NYE Bash with 95XXX and 
Eagle Country 97.5, 9 pm. $15/20. 18*. 

barre/montpelier 



stowe/smuggs area 


middlebury area 

BAR ANTIDOTE: Oiscolicious (disco). 9 p.m.. NA. 


northeast kingdom 



outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE: Lucid's All Night NYE Party (rock). 


THU.l 


burlington 



chittenden county 







northeast kingdom 


FRI.2 


BLEU NORTHEAST SEAFOOD: Ji 
CLUB METRONOME: Back to thl 
FINNIGAN'S PUB: DJ Jon Demu 





RADIO BEAN COFFEEHOUSE: Kids Music with 



Ri RA IRISH PUB & WHISKEY ROO 


chittenden county 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke with Jenny Red, 9 p.m.. 
HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: The Devil Makes 

(Americana, country), 9 p.m, $35/40/50. 


JERICHO CAFE ft TAVERN: Carol Anne Jones & Will 
THE MONKEY HOUSE: Brian Gatch. Zephrus. Twa 



barre/montpelier 



stowe/smuggs area 


RIMROCK'S MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ Rekkon 


middlebury area 
northeast kingdom 



outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE DOWNSTAIRS: Happy Hour Tunes & 


SAT.3 

burlington 

BLEU NORTHEAST SEAFOOD: Andrew Moroz 
CLUB METRONOME: Retronome with DJ Fattle B 
FRANNY 0'S: Karaoke. 9 p.m.. Free. 


NECTAR'S: John Daly Trio (folk rock). 7 p.m. Tree. 
Naughty Professor, Japhy Ryder (funk). 9 p.m, $5. 
RADIO BEAN COFFEEHOUSE: Acoustic Brunch 



JE NIGHTCLUB: Si 


stowe/smuggs area 



$10. 


mad river valley /waterbury 

THE RESERVOIR RESTAURANT & TAP ROOM: Paul 


middlebury area 


northeast kingdom 

THE PARKER PIE CO.: Granite Junction (blue- 



SUN. 4 


burlington 

FRANNY 0'S: Kyle Stevens' Happiest Hour of 




GLAZED PINWHEELS 


'/1IIUIHI1 


N IHI TA 


..THE ORIGINAL WAffLINI 
BISCUIT SANDWICHES 


STUEEED POPOVERS 

PIG IN A PANCAKE 
HAYSTACK IIASIIBPOWNS 
APPLE DUMPLING fRENCH TOAST... 
OPEN TUESDAV - SUNDAV FOR BREAKFAST, BRUNCH & LUNCH 


# ACROSS FROM CITV MARKET # 

II CENTER STREET DOWNTOWN BURLINGTON, THESWINGINPINWHEEL.COM 


ILLAUtLrH. JM HOW, tVU, UtLIA 9, LUUAL ANU SUZ ARIISIS 

NEW PRODUCTS COMING ^ 

IN FREQUENTLY 

CARRYING VAPORIZERS INCLUDING: '■& I 

PAX, G PEN & MAGIC FLIGHT ~ ^r'vp 

NortIhern Liqhis P? 

15 Mam SL Birlinjlm, VT 864.G555 i- 

Mm Tkir 10-9; F-Sal 10-10; Sin 10-8 
www.mrtkirnlijktsiipes.ciii 


«3 MON-THURS: 10-6 m THURS-FRI: 3, 4, 5PM 
S FRI-SAT: 10-7 § SAT: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5PM 

s SUN: 12-5 ° SUN: 2 & 3PM 

NEW YEAR'S EVE: 10-5 NEW YEAR S DAY: CLOSED 






He Deafened Me With Science Before media outlets from the New Yorker to Pitchfork were singing his praises, Chad Matheny was a science 
teacher. Perhaps that background helps explain his approach to music making as emperor x. Since 1998, Matheny has been probing the outermost boundaries of the sonic universe, 
creating mind-bending experimental-pop suites that question the very nature of sound. Or, as the Huffington Post put it in a review of his latest record, Western Teleport , his music 
is “one of the most creative things I’ve ever heard." Emperor X teleports into the Monkey House in Winooski on Tuesday, January 6. 


RADIO BEAN COFFEEHOUSE: Downfall Country 



THE SKINNY PANCAKE (BURLINGTON): Bluegrass 



>1 Chittenden county 

a BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke/Open Mic. 8 p.m.. free. 
■» PENALTY BOX: Trivia With a Twist 4 p.m.. free. 

northeast kingdom 


MON. 5 


HALFLOUNGE SPEAKEASY: Fa 


NECTAR'S: Family Night Band (rock). 9 p.r 
THE SKINNY PANCAKE (BURLINGTON): Ki 


chittenden county 


stowe/stnuggs area 




chittenden county 

THE MONKEY HOUSE: Emperor X (experimental 
ON TAP BAR 8, GRILL: Trivia Night 7 p.m.. free. 

barre/montpelier 

CHARLIE O'S: Karaoke. 8 p.m.. free. 


stowe/stnuggs area 



middlebury area barre/montpelier 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN LOUNGE & STAGE: BAGITOS BAGEL & BURRITO CAFE: Karl Miller 



THE SKINNY PANCAKE (MONTPELIER): Cajun Jam 



PIECASSO PIZZERIA & LOUNGE: Trivia Night. 7 


middlebury area 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN LOUNGE & STAGE: Trivia 

Night. 7 p.m.. free. 

northeast kingdom 

THE PARKER PIE CO.: Trivia Night 7 p.m., free. 



outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE: Open Mic. 10 p.m„ free. 

OLIVE RIDLEY'S: So You Want to Be a DJ?. 10 p.m.. 


chittenden county 

THE MONKEY HOUSE: Ebn Ezra (rock). 8:30 p.m.. 
ON TAP BAR & GRILL: Chad Hollister (folk rock). 7 



VENUES.411 




ENJOY BURLINGTON’S 32 nd ANNUAL 
NEW YEAR’S EVE FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS 

Presented by 



VPR’S ‘50S SOCK HOP WITH JOEL NAJMAN • A2VT • STEADY BETTY • 8 CUEROAS • 



art 


Carefully Constructed 

"Preoccupied," Vermont Metro Gallery 


— 


T here’s no devil in the details 
that abound in “Preoccupied,” 
a show at the BCA Center’s 
Vermont Metro Gallery. 
Instead, there’s beauty and bedazzle- 
ment in the 40 works by four artists 
who share an affinity for intricacy. 

Attention to detail is so fastidious 
in some of the pieces on display that 
they bear the hallmarks of obsession. 
“Preoccupied” 
may be putting it 
mildly in regard 
to the ink draw- 
ings by Xavier 
Donnelly and the fabric collages by 
Dianne Shullenberger. Adrienne 
Ginter’s hand-cut paper composi- 
tions also reflect a meticulous, time- 
consuming work method. Wylie Sofia 
Garcia’s swirling arrays of dots, stripes 
and curlicues were made by a hand 
that appears to be simultaneously free- 
wheeling and exacting. 

Donnelly, a clearly precocious 
22-year-old, exhibits the sensibility 
and style of a medieval miniaturist. His 
densely detailed drawings of cityscapes 
must have taken many, many hours to 
complete. A few of his pieces consist 
of thousands of individual buildings 
packed tightly together, with roads and 
rivers providing streaks of visual relief 
from the intense figuration. Both real- 
istic and fanciful, these drawings were 
executed as though the artist were hov- 
ering high above the scene, perhaps in 
a blimp anchored in the sky. 

Palm trees line the streets of a few 
of Donnelly’s cities. Those may be a 
byproduct of the Burlington-raised 
artist’s current residence in Lebanon, 
where he’s interning at the Beirut Art 

Donnelly also has a predilection 
for classical architecture. It appears 
most clearly in "Facade,” a grouping of 
freestanding false fronts; and in a trio 
of etchings of ancient structures. He 
likewise pays homage to noble building 
in “Small City,” which, despite its title, 
appears to depict a part of Paris, with 
its characteristic mansard roofs. 

The snowy landscapes that 
Shullenberger conjures out of layered, 
finely stitched fabric fragments reveal 
a technique no less rigorous than 



BOTH REALISTIC AND FANCIFUL, THESE DRAWINGS WERE EXECUTED 

AS THOUGH THE ARTIS? WERE HOVERING 
HIGH ABOVETHE SCENE. 



Donnelly’s. The Jericho-based artist’s 
depictions protrude slightly from the 
center of larger, framed surfaces — an 
effect that isolates the image and subtly 
induces viewers to scrutinize it closely. 


They’ll be impressed by the way 
Shullenberger arranges bits of materi- 
als to produce familiar pastoral scenes. 

“Broken Pine at Big Manistee,” the 
name of a river in Michigan where 


Shullenberger summers, is too pretty 
in that gauzy, impressionist style that 
has become common among Vermont 
artists. "Trapped” is far sharper and 
more appealing in its representation of 
a pair of trees that list leftward in a pre- 
sumably wicked wind. Shullenberger 
excels at conveying the wavy shapes of 
shadows, as in “Red Ossiers.” The small 
willows' delicate branches are repeated 
in thinner, darker forms etched into a 

One of the virtues of the Vermont 
Metro Gallery is its geographic inclu- 
siveness. Were it not for this venue, 
Burlington-area audiences might never 
get to see works by southern Vermont 
artists such as Ginter. And they’d be 
missing a lot. 

“1 work to incorporate an extreme 
amount of detail to tell not only the 
macro, but the micro stories in a scene,” 
Ginter explains in an artist statement 
on the BCA website. “This gives the 
viewer a greater sense of depth, not 
only visually but narratively.” 

Exactly so. The Brattleboro-based 
artist deploys her hand-cut paper in 
receding layers that also make use of 
color gradations to heighten perspective. 
In “Snake in the Garden,” for example, 
Ginter places a thick entanglement of 
yellowish fronds in the foreground, 
pale-green budded plants in the middle 
distance, and a still-paler array of flow- 
ers and birds against a black backdrop. A 
snake coils around a tree limb, danger- 
ously close to an unattended nest of eggs. 

Trained as a painter, Ginter deftly 
varies her palette of cut papers, produc- 
ing in “Harmony-Blue” a twilit scene of 
distant mountains and closer-up bare 
trees that cast riotous reflections on 
what appears to be a pond. Among two 
quartets of smaller pieces — one set done 
in dark shades, the other in mostly pri- 
mary colors — the highlight is “Red Sea 
Fan.” In this depiction of coral, medium 
perfectly matches image. 

“Spring,” however, rates as Ginter’s 
biggest attraction, both in size and 
visual bravado. This study in violet and 
mauve is dominated by a tree that seems 
connected to a castle turret, accessible 
by a winding staircase. Alongside this 
odd combination, a dandy and damsel 
do a genteel jig. There’s a strong hint 
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here of New York art star Kara Walker's 
silhouetted forms, which are also 
fashioned from cut paper. But Ginter 
isn't imitating anyone in her charming 
pieces in “Preoccupied.” 

Garcia’s ink-acrylic-and-graphite ab- 
stractions, by contrast, owe a heavy debt 
to Australian aboriginal art, which often 
employs patterns and shapes similar 
to those in the work of this Burlington 
artist, who grew up in Texas. Also like 
many aboriginal artists, Garcia uses 
carved wood panels as the surface for 
some compositions. Her palette of gray, 
brown and white is, however, much more 
subdued than the vivid color choices of 
contemporary aboriginal artists. 

That is not to say that these pieces 
by Garcia, who has previously focused 
on installation, fabric-based and perfor- 
mance art, are derivative. With plenty of 
aesthetic merit, Garcia’s work succeeds 
on its own terms, as does the entire show. 
It’s a visually rich reward for all who 
venture to the BCA Center’s fourth floor. 

KEVIN J. KELLEY 
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Peter Fiore is an award-winning oil painter, celebrated for his ability to capture light in lush, vivid hues. A native of the 
Northeast, Fiore says he’s most inspired by the fields and meadows near his home in Pennsylvania. “I am interested in making the 
simple profound, always searching for that universal moment in the world around us," he states on his website. “I used to think that 
I had to travel far to find interesting motifs, but now I just walk out my door and it’s all there.” An exhibit of Fiore's stunning seasonal 
landscapes is on view at Green Mountain Fine Art Gallery in Stowe through January 10. Pictured: “Winter Sunset Walk.” 
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chittenden county 

DAVID FORTUNA: 'Lost & Found,' a pop-up gallery 
Info. 238-9695. Round Church Corners In Richmond. 

'OREAMS AND HALLUCINATIONS': A juried 

GARY HALL. MAURIE HARRINGTON & ELIZABETH 

Through December 31. Info. 865-7166. Burlington 
GILBERT MYERS: Watercolors by the Wllliston 

HOMEFRONT& BATTLEFIELD: OUILTS AND 
CONTEXT IN THE CIVIL WAR': More than 70 rare 

4 NATURAL BEAUTIES: JEWELRY FROM ART 
NOUVEAU TO NOW: Nearly 300 works from the 


Through March 6. Info. 985-3346 Pizzagalli Center 
MICHELLE ENNIS JACKSON: Watercolor paintings 

Q NINE ARTISTS: MARY REED & STUDENTS': A 

Friday. January 9. 5:30-7:30 p.m. Through January 

REVERENCE AND RISK: SURVEYING THE PAST 
AND MAPPING A FUTURE': Paintings of the gritty 

Through January 31. Info. 985-3848. Furchgott 

SCOTTIE RAYMOND: '150 Minutes." a show of 

winner. Through December 31. Info. 658-2739. The 


SHANLEY TRIGGS: 7 

777-3710. Milton Municipal Complex. 

TREVOR SULLIVAN: Vermont landscapes and 

985-8922. Village Wine and Coffee in Shelburne. 
VISIONS OF THE SEASONS': New painUngs by 

985-8223. Luxton-Jones Gallery in Shelburne. 

barre/montpelier 

1864: SOME SUFFER SO MUCH': With objects. 


AARON STEIN: Mixed-media artwork created from 

with the exhibit Through December 31. Info. 


CALL TO ARTISTS 


CREATIVE COMPETITION: For this 

size to Backspace Gallery, 266 Pine Street 




BHAKTI ZIEK: 'Etudes.' a collection of intricately 
828-3291. Spotlight Gallery in Montpelier. 
'CELEBRATE!': The gallery celebrates local artists 

479-7069. Studio Place Arts in Barre. 
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‘Art From the Heart’ Dive into the spirit of the season with this 
heartwarming exhibit of artwork by pediatrics patients from the University of Vermont 
Medical Center. Displayed in Burlington's City Hall Gallery, “Art From the Heart” is 
an annual display of a Burlington City Arts program by the same name. Coordinated 
by local artist Rebecca Schwarz, the program provides hospitalized children and 
their caregivers with art supplies and brings volunteer artists into hospitals. “Every 
day hospital spaces are transformed into temporary art studios by caring volunteers,” 
Schwarz writes. “Dreams are found and expressed with materials, ideas and devoted 
time." Through December 31. The pictured work is by a 7-year-old patient. 


DANIEL BARLOW & SCOTT BAER: 'Green Mountain 

NEYSA RUSSO FELT TAPESTRY EXHIBIT: Designs 



SHAMUS MCCAFFREY LANGLOIS: 'Liminality: 



LANDSCAPE TRADITIONS': The new wing of the 
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CHRIS STEARNS: Images by the Waterbury photog- 
rapher Through December 31. Info. 496-5470. Three 

SUSAN BULL RILEY: Oil and watercolor paintings 

496-6682. Vermont Festival of the Arts Gallery in 


mitldlebury area 


CHARITY & SYLVIA: A WEYBRIDGE COUPLE': 

book. Through December 31 'HOLIDAY TRAINS': The 


HANNAH SESSIONS: "Fleeting Light" paintings of 

JACKSON GALLERY 2014 HOUDAY SHOW': 

artists. Through December 31. Info, 388-1436. 
SMALL WORKS SHOW: A group show of affordable 
Inro. 453-3188. Walkover Gallery & Concert Room 
WINTER NIGHTS': Eight area artists exhibit season- 
Yinglei Zhang. Lily Hinrichsen, Klara Calitri and 



ratland area 

THE ART OF GIVING': One-of-a-kind gifts by local 
artists Mary Cliver, Barb DeHart. Barbara Gutheil. 

Vamey. Through January 11. Info. 247-4295. 

SEAN DYE: "Visions of Addison." paintings of 

468-6052. Castleton Downtown Gallery in Rutland. 

champlain islands/northwest 

PAT BURTON. NATALIE LAROCQUE BOUCHARD 
& MAGGIE YOUNG: Paintings, photography and 

upper valley 

THE ART OF WILDERNESS’: An exhibit of Vermont 

January 3. Info. 763-7094. Royalton Memorial 


Hannah Sessions Vermont native Hannah Sessions — who, with her husband, runs Blue Ledge Farm in Leicester — 
splits her time between farming and artmaking. In “Fleeting Light," currently at Edgewater Gallery in Middlebury, Sessions captures 
her goats and chickens during “that late, fleeting, afternoon light that is both magical and intoxicating," as she writes. Sessions' 
richly contrasted oil paintings certainly do justice to “golden hour" light, though viewers may find themselves distracted by Sessions' 
adorable farm animals. Through December 31. Pictured: “Red Chicken With Green.” 


March 30. Info. 885-3061. The Great Hall in 

'KUNSTKAMERA: THE TRICENTENNIAL 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE PETER THE GREAT 
MUSEUM*: Artworks and artifacts in a variety of 


TUNBRIDGE: THEN AND NOW’: 

Public Library- 

northeast kingdom 

2ND TUESDAY EXHIBIT: Eight Vermont artists 
Van Fleet Cheryl Betz. Alex Bottinelli. Mark Lorah. 

HARRIET WOOD: Gestural, abstract paintings by 
472-5334. Hardwick Inn. 

TOOTHBRUSH': From "twig to bristle." an exhibit 


manchester/bennington 

outside Vermont 

ALLAN HOUSER: Five sculptures by one of 

Plaza, representing his 3D work from 1986-1992. 
Through May 11. Info, 603-635-7423. Hood 

'FROM VAN GOGH TO KANDINSKY: 
IMPRESSIONISM TO EXPRESSIONISM. 1900- 


January 25. WARHOL MANIA’: Fifty posters and 


LE STUDIO GEORGEVILLE CHRISTMAS SALE & 

1. Info, 819-868-1967. Le Studio de Georgeville in 

'PAN: A GRAPHIC ARTS TIME CAPSULE. 

EUROPE 1895-1900': Prints from the German 

the 20th century, that Illustrate the tension 
518-564-2474. Burke Gallery, Plattsburgh State 

STRAND CENTER HOLIDAY MEMBERS SHOW: 

in Plattsburgh. N.Y. © 
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movies 


Kisonak and Harrison 
at the Movies 2014 

Our critics sound off on what sucked and what didn't 


I have seen the future and it is 
wet. It smells a little like burning 
rubber, too. I’m sure you’ve been 
keeping up with the latest trends 
in movie theater design, so you're well 
aware that 3D is yesterday's news. 

The multiplex of tomorrow will 
feature seats that shake you like a 
moviegoing martini, scent machines, 
270-degree screens, headrests that 
blast jets of air to simulate bullets, and 
water. Lots of water. Mist squirted 
from the seat in front of you and rain 
that falls from the ceiling. The film 
palaces of the future (some cities al- 
ready have them) will be more amuse- 
ment park than art house, for a single 
reason: Young people — the industry’s 
lifeblood — are staying home in droves. 

Compared with last year, atten- 
dance by 18- to-24-year-olds is down 
17 percent, according to the Motion 
Picture Association of America. Ticket 
sales have plummeted by 13 percent 
among 12- to-17-year-olds. That’s cause 
for panic when you consider that, of 
2014’s 10 top-grossing films, four were 
comic-book movies and two were 
based on toys. It’s not like Hollywood 
isn’t trying. 

Talk about the age of extinction: 
Things are only going to get dumber 
as the industry attempts to lure lost 
viewers away from their Xboxes and 
iPhones. Soweshould all enjoy the few 
movies still made for actual grown-ups 
and cinema lovers while we can. 

RICK KISONAK 

Believe it or not, some grown-ups like 
some comic-book movies. Even me. Pm 
more concerned that offbeat movies 
that might appeal to twenty- and thirty- 
somethings, like Snowpiercer and Frank, 
are banished to video on demand while 
art houses focus on the senior audience 
with The Hundred-Foot Journey and 
the like. “I’ll just wait for Netflix” has 
become a refrain among younger cine- 
philes, and it shows. 

MARGOT HARRISON 



Most Stellar 
Performance 


gave as the perfumed concierge in The 
Grand Budapest Hotel. 



RK: Michael Keaton in Birdman is 
probably the favorite in this category right 
now. It was great to see him back and 
at the top of his game. The bugaboo for 
the guy who launched a thousand 
superhero movies is that lots of 
other performers turned in 
career-best work, too: Eddie 
Redmayne in The Theory of 
Everything, Jake Gyllenhaal 
in Nightcrawler, Timothy 
Spall in Mr. Turner, Amy 
Adams in Big Eyes and 
Julianne Moore in Still Alice. 

(And if there were an Oscar for 
Best Stoner, Joaquin Phoenix would 
be a shoo-in for Inherent Vice.). But the 
more front-runners I see, the less I feel 
any holds a candle to a performance I saw 
way back in March: the unexpectedly, 
triumphantly glorious one Ralph Fiennes 


MH: It's all about slimeballs for me 
this year. Two performances haunt my 
dreams: Jake Gyllenhaal as the creep 
with a camcorder in Nightcrawler; and 
J.K. Simmons as the music teacher in 
with his split-second 
from bonhomie to 
iathic rage. He made 


Most Annoying 
Performance 

RK: First, everybody in Jersey 
Boys. Robert Downey Jr. way overdid 
his patented wisecracking smart-aleck 
thing in The Judge. Everybody in The 
Other Woman. And, man, did Josh Brolin 
and Kate Winslet get on my nerves in the 
ultra-lame Labor Day. However, no one 
was more annoying than Diane Keaton 


and Michael Douglas in the even lamer 
And So It Goes. 

MH: Returning to my slimeball theme: As 
the antagonist of The Amazing Spider-Man 
2, Jamie Foxx suffered from an under- 
written, nonsensical role. But he didn't 
improve things by overplaying it to the 

Best Comedy 

RK: It was a really good year for comedy. 
The Lego Movie was awesome. As were 
Top Five, 22 Jump Street, Grand Budapest, 
Chef, A Million Ways to Die in the West 
(why more people didn't find that a 
million laughs is beyond me), Filth and 
parts of St. Vincent. I’m going to be 
alone on this, I know, but for my money 
nothing was as funny as The Trip to Italy. 

I hadn’t seen 2010’s The Trip, so a whole 
new world was opened up to me. I now 
consider Steve Coogan and Rob Brydon 
the gods of improv. 



AT THE MOVIES 


MH: Filmmakers across the pond for the 
win! The movie that made me laugh the 
hardest this year was Frank , from Irish 
director Lenny Abrahamson. Which was 
also one of the more disturbing films I saw. 

Also great: Lego, TheBoxtroIls and 
Listen Up Philip. And, yes, I’m that 
undiscemingslob who liked Neighbors. 
Lamest Comedy 
RK: Last year I nominated The Conjuring 
because, surely, they had to be joking with 
those super-hokey, old-school scares. This 
year, I’ll make the same crack about its 
follow-up, Annabelle. I didn’t see a more 
laughable attempt at horror all year. As for 
actual attempts at comedy, I’d have to call 
this a tie between Rob Reiner’s aforemen- 
tioned mess And So It Goes and Woody 
Allen’s Magic in the Moonlight. You know 
something's wrong when you wish you 
could make Emma Stone disappear. 

MH: That Awkward Moment. I don’t mind 
sloppy, half-improvised dude humor (see: 
Neighbors). I do mind when Zac Efron, 
who was hilarious as Seth Rogen’s an- 
tagonist in the latter film, tries to be Seth 
Rogen. Laughs were few in this attempt at 
a rom com for dude-bros. 

Biggest Letdown 

RK: Foxcatcher. I admire the hell out of 
Bennett Miller’s previous films ( Capote 
and Moneyball) but am still scratching 
my head after four viewings of his latest 
It's 134 minutes long and never quite gets 
around to having a point. 

MH: Steve Carell playing a billionaire 
birdwatcher who asks his friends to 
call him “Golden Eagle” isn’t enough 
of a point? My biggest letdown was 
Interstellar. Parts of it thrilled and 
inspired, but as soon as Anne Hathaway 
started talking about how love is the fifth 
dimension, it was all over 
forme. 


Biggest Surprise 

RK: That a writer-director as masterful as 
Paul Thomas Anderson made as colossal a 
misstep as Inherent Vice. It’s 148 minutes 
long and never finds a tone that works or a 
story line that holds our interest Thomas 
Pynchon novels have long been consid- 
ered unfilmable. They still are. 

MH: As a Pynchon and Anderson fan, I 
concur, but I wasn’t that surprised. I was 
surprised to find myself loving a film fea- 
turing a talking CGI raccoon ( Guardians 
of the Galaxy). Superhero flicks run the 
gamut, but in this one, smart-ass humor 
and old-fashioned storytelling won 
the day. 

Film So Forgettable 
I Didn’t Remember 
Reviewing It Until Doing 
This Year-End Review 

RK: I swear I’m not making this up: To aid 
my recollection, I scanned the Seven Days 
archives and found a review I’d written 
in July of Third Person from Paul Haggis. 
With zero memory of the film, I read the 
closing words I’d written about it: “2014 is 
barely past its midpoint, but, my friends, 
we have a winner: Haggis’ latest is a lock 
for worst movie of the year. It’s a crashing 
bore with the tagline Watch Me.’ Don't.” 

I can’t remember a second of it. But it 
sounds bad. 


MH: I have a stellar memory for cinematic 
crap, but can’t say I remember a whole lot 
about Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit. Chris 
Pine was ... a spy. Kenneth Branagh had 
a bad Russian accent. Something some- 
thing, car chase, good guys won. I think. 

Best New Name to Watch 
in Front of the Camera 

RK: I wasn't blown away by much in St. 
Vincent, but newcomer Jaeden Lieberher 
impressed the hell out of me as the kid. 

He must've blown Bill Murray away as 
well. Murray recommended Lieberher for 
Cameron Crowe’s 2015 project, so we’ll 
get to see the pair share the screen again, 
hopefully to less formulaic effect. 

MH: I first noticed Miles Teller in Rabbit 
Hole (2010). But after The Spectacular 
Now and now Whiplash, he’s poised to be 
the next John Cusack — a pricklier, more 
complex version of the standard geek 

Best New Name to Watch 
Behind the Camera 

RK: This one’s a toss-up: Jennifer Kent’s 
The Babadook and Ana Lily Amirpour’s 
A Girl Walks Home Alone at Night both 
pretty much rewrote the modem horror 
playbook. Both women wrote and 
directed their films. With new talents like 
these establishing themselves, the hacks 
behind The Conjuring and Paranormal 


Activity franchises would be wise to start 
making retirement plans. 

MH: I want to see more from Damien 
Chazelle, who made Whiplash such a 
kinetic experience; and from Justin 
Simien, whose screenplay for his debut 
Dear White People had a lashing satirical 


Most Inexplicable Hit 

RK: I’d like to point to a most inexplicable 
trend. No fewer than three low-budget 
religion-based films made Box Office 
Mojo’s year-end list of top 100 grossers. 
Between them, Heaven Is For Real (No. 
30), God’s Not Dead (No. 43) and Son 
of God (No. 44) took in more than $211 
million. That's not counting Noah (No. 
26), with $101 million, or the recently 
released biblical blockbuster Exodus: God 
and Kings. By contrast, Best Picture front- 
runner Boyhood was way down at No. 88. 
Maybe director Richard Linklater should 
pray for an Oscar bump. 

MH: Which of the top 10 biggest hits 
of 2014 is least likely to be fondly 
remembered in years to come? (Critic 
Nathan Rabin has dubbed such films 
“forgotbusters") I'm going with the noisy, 
pointless sequel-to-the-reboot that is The 
Amazing Spider-Man 2 (No. 9). 


Most Inexplicable Flop 

RK: Snowpierccr has been an awards 
magnet from Asia to Beantown. Yet 
the awards-season conversation barely 
mentions it, and it’s way down at No. 

129 on Box Office Mojo's list. You know 
what’s inexplicable? A film as visionary, 
beautifully executed and just plain fun as 
this one selling only $4 million worth of jj 

tickets. Hard to believe this comes from n 
the Weinstein Company. Where’s Harvey g 

when you need him? 5 

M H : Word is, Weinstein wasn't happy that n 
director Bong Joon-ho wouldn’t let him s 

recut the film. We’re lucky Snowpiercer 
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even played in Vermont (thanks, Savoy 
Theater!). 

In a similar vein, The Raid 2 is a nonstop, 
over-the-top action flick that blows 
movies like The Equalizer out of the water. 
But it has subtitles, so it was down at No. 
151. 

Freshest, Most Creative 
Screenplay 

RK: I’ve got to go with Birdman. Alejandro 
Gonzalez Inarritu’s trippy show-biz satire 
is a stylistically fearless rush, surreal one 
moment and satirical the next. I haven't 
seen a film this year with half as much to 
say about what it means to be an artist, 
much less the nerve to ask whether art 
even matters in a world where movies 
based on comic books and giant toys can 
generate more money than some nations' 
entire economies. 

MH: I much preferred the screenplay for 
another hyperverbal film about another 
hyper-self-conscious artist: Listen Up 
Philip , starring Jason Schwartzman as a 
young novelist who spews toxic, ego- 
driven venom at everyone he encounters. 
Why do I prefer it to Birdman ? Because 
writer-director Alex Ross Perry revels in 
his antihero’s jerkiness and doesn't try to 
make him into a martyr. And it’s funnier. 

Most Formulaic, Cliche- 
Infested Screenplay 

RK: If I Stay featured Chloe Grace Moretz 
as a teenager wrestling with the kinds 
of questions characters in multi-hanky 
melodramas are wont to face: Will she get 
into Juilliard? Can she and her boyfriend 
make things work? Should she wake up 
from her coma or go toward the light now 
that everybody in her family has been 
killed? Believe it or not, the script gives 
pretty much equal weight to these issues. 
This script certainly made me want to run 
toward the light: the red light of the 
exit sign. 


MH: The Giver took a chilling little dysto- 
pian fable and made it as much as possible 
like every single other teen-oriented 
blockbuster in which pretty young people 
defy draconian social norms to make out. 

Best Omen of 
Civilization’s Impending 
Downfall 

RK: I repeat: Of 2014’s 10 top-grossing 
films, four were comic-book movies and 
two were based on toys. I’m surprised this 
didn't make it into the Senate intelligence 
committee’s torture report. 

MH: If Spandex-clad superheroes could 
topple civilization, I think we’d all be 
living in caves by now. But you know what 
could, just maybe, topple civilization? 
People trashing movies they haven’t seen 
yet on Twitter. Or spoiling said movies 
once they have seen them. Or tweeting 
about said movie during the freaking 

Best Movie With No 
Movie Stars 

RK: I was pleasantly stunned to discover 
that Oculus is one of the most smartly 
made, conceptually inventive supernatu- 
ral thrillers in years. The cast is made up 
of professionals, but none is well-known 
enough to distract from the story's 


disturbing developments, and that can 
work greatly to a horror film's advantage. 
A close second in this category: Unbroken. 
MH: Blue Ruin is a tight, unpredictable 
thriller with a vivid setting, reminiscent 
of Blood Simple. It’ll look great on the 
resumes of lead Macon Blair and director 
Jeremy Saulnier. 

Worst Movie With ail 
All-Star Cast 

RK: George Clooney doesn’t blow it often, 
but when he does, die guy blows it big. 

For The Monuments Men, he recruited 
some of the most beloved actors of our 
time. The problem was the script. Its 
ho-hum ode to the importance of great 
paintings and statues was as much fun as 
an art-appreciation class. It turns out the 
best-laid plans— even George Clooney’s — 
can sometimes lay the biggest eggs. 

M H: Have you ever wondered what would 
happen if Tina Fey, Jason Bateman, Adam 
Driver and Jane Fonda all belonged to one 
wacky family? This Is Where I Leave You 
showed us. Too bad the perfect storm of 
dysfunction was a crashing bore. 

Who We’d Like to See 
More of at the Movies 

RK: Jack Nicholson and Gene Hackman 
have stopped making films, and I wish 
they’d reconsider. You know who I 
realized I miss the other day? Peter Fonda. 
It’s not like he’s retired. Since appearing 
in 3 dO to Yuma back in 2007, he has kept 
busy doing TV, video games and direct-to- 
video indies. Tarantino or someone should 
give this dude the comeback he deserves. 
MH: How about more people of color? 
Maybe in a wider range of roles? Maybe 
even in biblical spectaculars and the 
like? Idris Elba needs to be a huge star 
yesterday. 








Who We’d Like to See 
Less of at the Movies 

RK: Godzilla handily gets my vote. Every 
few years he’s given a makeover, and 
some studio spends a fortune convincing 
us he’s the next big thing. But when has 
the old fire breather failed to let us down? 
MH: Curmudgeons complaining about 
kids today and their social media. From 
Birdman to Woody Allen and Aaron 
Sorkin movies to Men, Women £t Children, 
this get-off-my-lawn-ing happens a lot at 
the art house. Look, the internet is here to 
stay. Let’s deal with it. 

Best Documentary 

RK: The year had some pips, Life Itself 
and Jodorowsky’s Dune among them, 
but none has a prayer of taking the 
doc-of-the-year title from Laura Poitras’ 
masterful and mind-blowing Citizenfbur, 
a real-time record of the days leading up 
to Edward Snowden’s historic revelations. 
MH: For some reason, I saw almost no 
docs this year. But I’m looking forward 
to catching The Ovemighters, which 
screened at the Vermont International 
Film Festival. 

Worst Picture 

RK: There was no shortage of big-screen 
boners this year, but let’s call it a draw 
between the aforementioned Third Person 
and Transformers: Age of Extinction. 



Everybody knows these films suck, yet 
practically everybody sees them anyway. 
The fourth in Michael Bay’s series 
inspired by Hasbro toys sucked a lot. It 
may be the crappiest, stupidest movie 

M H: I was so happy to avoid that one. 
Thanks for biting the bullet. My choice 
is Jason Reitman’s latest drama, in which 
a lot of A-list Men, Women & Children 
misbehaved on the internet, and every 
imaginable after-school-special cliche 
was aired. Oh, and Emma Thompson nar- 
rated the whole thing. From outer space. 

Best Picture 

RK: Awards seasons have rarely been as 
wide open as this year’s. With each new 
ceremony or critic group’s announce- 
ment, a new movie seems to emerge as 
the most likely to succeed. A Most Violent 
Year (zzzz), Birdman, Boyhood, Gone Girl, 
Interstellar, Selma, The Imitation Game, 
The Theory ofEverything and Unbroken 
have all been called the one to beat. And 
they all have their merits. Fall releases 
tend to receive preferential treatment, but 
sometimes the most exceptional piece of 
cinema pops up months before anyone 
has Oscar on the brain. Case in point: If 
somebody made a movie more impressive 
than Wes Anderson’s eighth, The Grand 
Budapest Hotel, I didn't see it It’s a 
joyride, a flight of high-grade fancy, and a 
ripping, spectacularly acted roller coaster 

M H: You think your choice is out of the 
awards running? Mine is miles out. This 
year brought us many movies about the 
travails of artists in an unfriendly world 
— Birdman and Whiplash, most promi- 
nently — but none got under my skin 
like Frank. It’s a quirkfest about a naive 
young songwriter who joins a band of 
weirdos, except it’s not. The movie shifts 
course midstream to make us question 
everything we think we know about the 
crazy/suffering-artist trope. And it has 
Michael Fassbender crooning a song to a 
carpet tuft. Surely that deserves some sort 
of award? © 
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NEWS QUIRKS 


' ROLAND SWEET \ 


Compiler's note: Chronicling human 
folly gets harder every year because as 
foibles proliferate, the odd seems com- 
monplace. These unbelievable-but-true 
news stories, however, stand out as the 
year's quirkiest. 

Caught Stupid 

When the police officer who stopped 
Douglas Glidden, 25, in Livermore 
Falls, Maine, found marijuana in 
his vehicle, Glidden insisted the pot 
couldn’t be his because he had stolen 
the car. (Franklin Sun Journal) 

When Guns Are Outlawed 

Sheryl Claffy, 60, told police in Albu- 
querque, N.M., that her daughter, Cara 
Claffy, 35, hit her over the head with an 
electric vibrator during an argument 
( Smoking Gun) 

Police arrested Christine O'Keefe, 53, 
after her daughter, Jessica Caldwell, 

25, reported that the mother smacked 
her in the face with “a used diaper.” 
(Smoking Gun) 

German authorities warned that two 
women were robbing “mostly older 
women” by hypnotizing them. Police 
official Sandra Mohr said a 66-year- 
old Russian woman reported that the 
women “told her that they would read 
her fortune, but the next thing she 
knew she was back home sitting in 
an armchair, and all her jewelry and 
valuables had vanished.” (Britain’s 
Daily Mail) 


Unclear on the Concept 

Hoping to make solo diners feel less 
self-conscious, Tokyo’s Moomin Cafe 
began seating them at tables across 
from giant stuffed animals represent- 
ing characters from a Finnish picture 
book series. (Time) 

Fetishes on Parade 

Lonnie Hutton, 49, tried to have sex 
with an automatic teller machine at 
a bar in Murfreesboro, Tenn. Police 
officers who found Hutton waist-down 
naked said that when they took him 
outside and ordered him to sit at a 
picnic table, he "exposed himself again 
and engaged in sexual intercourse with 
the wooden picnic table.” (Nashville’s 
WKRN-TV) 

Edwin Tobergta, 32, was arrested for 
having sex with a pink pool float in 
Hamilton, Ohio. Police said it was his 
third arrest for the same act, although 
with different pool floats. (Louisville, 
Ky.’s WLKY-TV) 

What Could Go Wrong? 

Intending to calm students before final 
exams, St. Louis’s Washington Uni- 
versity had a petting zoo bring several 
animals to campus for students to 
cuddle. One was a 2-month-old bear 
cub, which promptly bit and scratched 
at least 18 students. (Reuters) 

Mensa Rejects of the Year 

Rescuers needed a stretcher to carry 
a tourist who hurt his ankle while 
climbing one of Scotland’s highest 
mountains in his flip-flops. One of the 


injured man’s companions was bare- 
foot; the other was wearing sneakers. 
The three men explained they wanted 
to reach the top of Aonach Mor to ex- 
perience snow for the first time. (BBC 
News) 

Success Breeds Failure 

Hoping to attract riders, city buses in 
Saint John, New Brunswick, began 
offering free wireless internet se 


ness to subdue him by “punching, kick- 
ing and pouring soup over my body.” 
(Wilmington’s News) 

For the Record 

When Willie Hubbard called 911 to 
report a carjacking after he witnessed 
a woman getting thrown to the ground 
by a man who then drove off in her car 
in DeKalb County, Ga., the operator 
informed him it wasn't a carjacking 


It then announced it was discontinuing but a theft. The two then hotly debated 


the service after it became so popuk 
that the cost tripled. “We had a lot of 
people streaming and downloading 
very extensive 
files, and the usage 
got very high,” 
transit com- 
mission genera] 
manager Frank 
McCarey said. 

(CBC News) 


Lesson 
Learned 

Danielle Shea, 22, admitted phoning 
bomb threats to cancel Quinnipiac 
University’s spring graduation ceremo- 
ny because she didn’t want her family 
to discover that she wasn’t graduat- 
ing. She had accepted money from her 
mother for tuition but never enrolled. 
(New Haven Register) 

Litigation Nation 

Nigel Sykes, 23, sued the pizzeria he 
admitted robbing in Wilmington, Del., 
claiming that employees who tackled 
him and wrestled his gun away during 
the hold-up used “unnecessary” rough- 


I, OHIO. 
ITWAS HIS THIRD ARREST 
FOR THE SAME ACT. 


whether the crime was a carjacking 
jr a theft, delaying police response 
; or more than 30 minutes. (Atlanta’s 
WAGA-TV) 

1. 32. WAS ARRESTED Capitalizing 

on the Past 

AOL reported it 
still has 2.4 million 
dial-up internet 
subscribers, paying 
an average of $20.86 
a month. Since its 
dial-up business 

costs little to operate, 70 percent of its 
revenue is profit. (Washington Post) 

DIY Law and Order 

Police forces in England and Wales 
began asking crime victims to carry out 
their own investigations after having 
their car stolen or property damaged 
by looking out for potential fingerprint 
evidence, checking for witnesses and 
searching second-hand websites for 
their stolen property. (Britain's Inde- 
pendent) 
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When he was 37 years old, actor 
Jack Nicholson found out that 
Ethel May, the woman he had 
always called his mother, was in 
fact his grandma. Furthermore, 
his “older sister" June was 
actually his mom, who had given 
birth to him when she was 17. His 
relatives had hidden the truth 
from him. I suspect that in 2015 
you will uncover secrets and 
missing information that will 
rival Nicholson’s experience. 
Although these revelations may 
initially be confusing or disrup- 
tive, in the long nm they will heal 
and liberate you. Welcome them! 


ARIES (March 21-April 19): “Hell is the 
suffering of being unable to love," wrote 
novelist J.D. Salinger. Using that defini- 
tion, I'm happy to announce that you have 
a good chance of avoiding hell altogether 
in 2015. If there has been any deficiency in 
your power to express and bestow love. I 
think you will correct it. If you have been so 
intent on getting love that you have been 
neglectful in giving love, you will switch your 
focus. I invite you to keep a copy of this horo- 
scope in your wallet for the next 12 months. 
Regard it as your "Get Out of Hell Free" card. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Beetles are 
abundant and ubiquitous. Scientists have 
identified more than 350,000 species, and 


French chef who defined and standardized the 
five 'mother sauces," But he wasn't content to 
be a star in his own country. At the age of 44, 
he began his 'conquest of London." bringing 
his spectacular dining experience to British 
restaurants. He thought it might be hard to 
sell his new clientele on frogs' legs, a tradi- 
tional French dish, so he resorted to trickery. 
On the menu, he listed it as ‘Nymphs of the 
Dawn." According to my reading of the omens, 
this is an example of the hocus-pocus that 
will be your specialty In 2015. And i suspect 
you will get away with it every time as long 
as your intention is not selfish or manipula- 
tive, but rather generous a 


CANCER (June 21-July 22): The entomolo- 
gist Charles P. Alexander (1889-1981) devoted 
much of his professional life to analyzing the 
insect known as the crane fly. He identified 
more than 11,000 different species, drew 
15,000 illustrations of the creatures and re- 
ferred to his lab as "Crane Fly Haven." That's 
the kind of single-minded intention I'd love 
to see you adopt during the first six months 
of 2015, Cancerian. What !‘m imagining is 
that you will choose a specific, well-defined 
area within which you will gleefully explore 
and experiment and improvise. Is there a 
subject or task or project you would have 
fun pursuing with that kind of intensity? 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): In Don DeLillo's novel 
Underworld, Cotter Martin is a young boy 
living in New York in the 1950s. The follow- 
ing description is about him. 'In school they 
tell him sometimes to stop looking out the 
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serves you, that weighs you down or holds 
you back. Prepare the way for the new story 
that will begin foryou around your next birth- 
day. "Closing circles, shutting doors, finishing 
chapters," Coelho says, ‘it doesn't matter 
what we call it; what matters is to leave in 
the past those moments in life that are over.' 

LIBRA (Sept 23-0ct. 22): 'On some nights 
I still believe," said rascal journalist Hunter 
S. Thompson, "that a car with the gas needle 
on empty can run about 50 more miles if you 
have the right music very loud on the radio.* In 
2015, 1 invite you to adopt some of that push- 
it-to-the-edge attitude for your personal use, 
Libra. Maybe not full-time; maybe not with 
the same manic intensity that Thompson did. 
Rather, simply tap into it as needed — when- 
ever you’ve got to up your game or raise your 
intensity level or rouse the extra energy you 
need to achive total, wondrous, resounding 
victory! The coming months wil I be your time 
to go all the way, hold nothing back, and quest 
for the best and the most and the highest. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Twenty miles 
long, the Onyx River is the longest body of 
moving water on the continent of Antarctica. 
Most of the year it's ice, though. It actually 
flows for just two or three months during 
the summer. Let's hope that continues to be 
the case for the foreseeable future. It would 
be a shame if global warming got so extreme 
that the Onyx melted permanently. But 
now let's talk about your own metaphorical 
equivalent of the Onyx: a potentially flow- 
ing part of your life that is often frozen. I'd 
love to see it heat up and thaw, I'd love it to 
be streaming and surging most of the time. 


limit your freedom to act That's the bad news. 

The good news is that in the coming months, 
you are poised to discover the exact nature 
of your invisible prison, and then escape it. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 

‘Meupareunia” is an English word that refers 
to a sexual adventure in which only one of the 
participants has a good time. I’ll be bold and 
predict that you will not experience a single 
instance of meupareunia in 2015. That’s be- 
cause I expect you'll be steadily upgrading 
your levels of empathy and your capacity for 
receptivity. You will be getting better and 
better at listening to your intimate allies 
and reading their emotional signals. I predict 
that synergy and symbiosis will be your spe- 
cialties. Both your desire to please and your 
skill at giving pleasure will increase, as will 
your understanding of how many benefits 
you can reap by being a responsive partner. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 'Be good and 
you will be lonesome* said Mark Twain. Do 
you agree? I dont — at least as it applies to 
your life in 2015. According to my understand- 
ing of the long-term astrological omens, you 
will attract an abundance of love and luck by 
being good — by expressing generosity, deep- 
ening your compassion, cultivating integrity, 
and working for Justice and truth and beauty. v> 

That doesn't mean you should be a pushover (5 
or doormat. Your resolve to be good must be a 
leavened by a determination to deepen your < 
self-respecL Your eagerness to do the right 5 
thing has to include a commitment to raising 3 
your levels of self-care. 
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T MESSAGE HOROSCOPES: REALASTROLOGY.COM OR 1-877-873-4888 


Wishing you a happy 
and healthy 2015 
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You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
2000 local singles with 
profiles including photos, 
voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 
It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

| 1 See photos of 

this person online. 
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ASK 

ATHENA 

I'll cut right to the chase. My husband and I really enjoy anal 
sex. I need a lot of foreplay, and it always kind of hurts at 
first, but once we get going, it feels really good and makes 
me climax. 1 have two questions for you, though. The first 
is, why does this feel good and give me orgasms? I don't get 
the anatomy of this. It seems to me there is nothing in there 
that should feel this good. Secondly, what are the long-term 
effects of anal sex? My husband would have it all the time If 
I let him, but I try to keep it to once a month due to the fact 
that it takes a lot of time to warm me up and sometimes I'm 
just not into the initial pain involved. I'm also afraid that, 
if we do it too frequently, the long-term effects could be 
negative. Please shed some light on this subject for me. I've 
been way too shy to ask my doctor about this. 

Apprehensive About Anal 


First question first: How is it possible to orgasm from anal sex? 
This anatomy lesson is brought to you from sexualhealth.com 
and my own gynecologist. 

(Side note: I think you should really try to open up to 
your doctor. He or she is a professional health care provider 
whose job is to reserve judgment and remain confidential. 

It's paramount to your long-term health and safety that you 
express any concerns directly to your doc.) 

OK. Back to the lesson. Orgasms are made possible by 
hypersensitive nerve endings, which, when stimulated, send 
impulses to the brain and spinal cord, resulting in those 
delightful climaxes you know and love. Your genitals contain 
several different nerves, which is why you feel different 
sensations when you're stimulated in different places. 

When it comes to anal sex. you've got several feel-good 
nerves working for you, including the pelvic nerve running 
to the rectum and the pudendal nerve to the muscles 
surrounding the anus. So your orgasms back there are 
perfectly — and anatomically — normal. Mystery solved. 

As for negative effects: Fecal incontinence (loss of bowel 
control) is the most common concern, but you'd have to 
engage in daily, rough anal sex to experience significant 
weakening in that area. 

However, studies show that if you or your partner has been 
exposed to any high-risk strains of HPV, it can increase your 
chances for anai cancer. HPV is extremely common, while anal 
cancer is quite uncommon. Get tested, just to be safe. Have a 
frank chat with your gynecologist, and he or she will be able to 
address yourfears. 

And if anal sex hurts, consider more foreplay and definitely 
more lube. Your husband may be so excited about the coming 
attractions that he's speeding through the previews. Ask him 
to go slow — really slow — especially upon entering. But there's 
no reason to deny yourselves the pleasures of the back door. 
Being able to orgasm in different ways is an anatomical perk. 
Enjoy it 


QjouM, 

Athena 


, Need advice? 

You can send your own question to 

her at askathena@sevendaysvt.con 
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You: Woman. Me: Man. O912606 
GORGEOUS MAN JOGGING 

October 22, 2014. Where: Burlington Bike Path 
near beach. You: Man. Me: Woman. 0912605 

MY MORNING COFFEE 

December 5, 2014. Where: Starbucks Williston 
Road at 8:30. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0912604 
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exit 10. You: Woman. Me: Mon. 0912603 
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you already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 2000 local 
singles with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 

It's free to place your own 
profile online. Don't worry, 
you'll be in good company, 

| 1 See photos of 

this person online. 








Market and Cafe 


WORK IS 10YE MADE VISIBLE. 

And if you cannot work with 
love but only with distaste, it is 
better that you should leave 
your work and sit at the gate of 
the temple and take alms of 
those who work with joy. 

For if you bake bread with 
indifference, you bake a bitter 
bread that feeds but half 
man's hunger. 

And if you grudge the crushing 
of the grapes, your grudge 
distills a poison in the wine. 

And if you sing though as 
angels, and love not the singing, 
you muffle man's ears to the 
voices of the day and the voices 
of the night. 

Khalil Gibran 


Thanks for a wonderful 
year at Healthy Living 
Market and Cafe! May 
the New Year be one of 
wellness, peace, joy and 
one big celebration of 
togetherness! 


222 DORSET STREET, SOUTH BURLINGTON, VT • 802.863.2569 • WWW.HEALTHYLIVINGMARKET.COM 





